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deceived you? I have ftudied the girl, 
a8 it were a book, word by wi 1 


| have foibles for certain, like, other | 2 
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ple, but not one chat would 
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an Em peor—iict. 1 rom her pride, but * 


"Tok the gentility of her notions. _ 


Plague take theſe fine ſentiments, ſay . 
1; ; they leave abodynd hold upon them: 


but never fear, I ſhall find means to be 


up with her yet, in Thite of all difficul- 


ties. Tut, tut! if one could not veer 


about with the wind, what would one's 

Ingenuity be worth? If I cannot make 
a handle of her faults, I muſt whet my 
razor on her virtues, which from their 

_ =, unyielding nature will only give a keener 


edge to the inſtrument of her deſtruction. 
You would wonder to ſee: how prettily 
behaved ſhe is: the a5. ſo-civil even to me 


that my mind is ſometimes almoſt. readỹx 


to miſgive me, as. hope to be ſaved;!— 


But, dear heart! that is all nothing. 


O not I know very well, that ſuch a 
nuiſaneg muſt be put out of the way !— 
ifteg e and; wailjps 


about. the "RSV uf 7371 0 
I have. a nephew whi was W up 
to the law, but through ſome little falſe 


CW 8 5 
e J 


N 


hep + ie Was not ene to en 


The poor lad was eager to make a live- N 


+ -hhood in the world, and who could 
blame him? Howſomever, when they 
had taken his bread out of his mouth in 
a. manner, he had nothing for it, but to 
80 upon the ſtage: : it is but a mean ſort 
of a profeſſion, to be ſure, and little bet- 
ter than ſtarving. It has proved ſo to 
5 minen J believe, as he has not had tlie 
good luck to get into any of your licen: 
Ted companies. Merit, as I ſay, is not 
always the ſureſt road to preferment. 
30 you may think he will be delighted 
to be employed in a more profitable 
office; and nothing could be more ſuit- 
able to his talents, I am ſure, than that 
Which he is to undertake: for my ho- 


noured friend. But your name ſhall | 


not be mentioned in the affair. No, 
0: what does he care, if he is ſure of 
| argyard; from whence it is to proceed! 
lle ſhall throw, himſelf in the way of 
; our: Yung: lady—forgive me for calling 8 
1 . B 2 | her 


1 % hey fo. in will 1 really get the bet. 

1 of propriety ſometimes, and here, 
you know, we are obliged to idolize her 

like a Ducheſs. I will tell him to play 


they muſt not be from a book neither, 
for there he wil find her too learned 
for him I fear; but we can get over that 
: ſtumbling-block, I warrant. The lad 
is too near akin to me to want inven» 
tion of his own; and we can lay our 
| heads together, and where 15 Kits * 
can help him out perhaps. It will be 
no hard matter to work upon Bo cha- 
rity: for ſurely there is not ſuch ano- 
another tender-hearted creature in the © 
world. She would not leave a penny 
in her pocket, were ſhe to ſee, or think 
the ſaw, a poor object i in diſtreſs. . 
I fear I cannot give you a regular 
—— ſketch of the plan I have in my head, 
for it is not quite ſettled even there; 


15:20 bas of her benevolente forſooth, is 
IL. | drawn i 


off ſome of his fine tragedy-airs : yet | 


| but when the filly chit, through tbe 


tay 


drawn into clandeſtine meetings with a 


ſtranger, which 1 fall take care, by-the- 
bye, ſhall not be ſo private as they are 


intended. Whilſt I am ſtrengthening 
your poor fiſter's determination on her 
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marriage with "Melford, at the ſame- 


time encouraging her favorite in the ob- 
ſtinacy of her. reſiſtance, I. will venture 
to engage that one circumſtance work- 


ing againſt the. other, the whole plot 
ſhall end in nothing leſs than the full 
accompliſhment of your wiſhes, 


* —— * * 


. Des. Madam, how 1 W 63S 


your ſituation !.. Alack-a-day ! the: poor 


gentleman lingers a long while under a 
miſerable exiſtence... Lord, releaſe him 
from his ſufferings, and my dear lad 
from the torment of beholding . 4 


JAE © her- ergy devoted . 
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phetically term =” 3 Anne is kin 
rery kind, but her extreme urgeney on 
a ſubje& fo repugnant to my future 


peace rends me to the ſoul. Heaven 


defend me from a forfeiture of her love! 


That can do, Julia? This morn- 
ing was marked in fable colours for the 
important diſcloſure of this anticipated 


evil. I. knelt, I wept, I prayed. My 


wels, but remained immoveably re- 
%%% $2" 


revered friend was affected b) my dif. 
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7 


WS 


jj ] ⅛ͤ K -oI- 
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e folved. - The conſequences of b ho. 
naouräble an alliance were decked in 
| their moſt alluring appendages, büt in. 

<$ 

ne eneing that heart which had dared to 


gnificant were they all towards influ- | 


diate a diſſenting anſwer to Ems com- 


mands of its benefactreſs. 
Alas! I have nothing ins to te- 


late of this ever-memorable conference, 4 
but diſpleaſure on one fide, and diſobe- 


dienee on the other! When i it was con. 
eluded, and 1. found myſelf left to al! 
1 the torturing ' pangs of ſelf. accuſation; 7 
in this gloomy ſtate I uhexpectedly re- 
ceived a tranſient conſolation in the kind 
and timely ſympathy of the charitable 
Ms. Woodley. | 'Tbluſh, Julia, for the 


mutual injuſtice we have committed 


bs againſt the amiable qualities of 'a feel- 
ing heart: Let us beware henceforward 
of yielding to the miſſeading bias of ex. ex- 
ternal traits: ſhe ſbothed my ſorrow, 
revived the expiring ray bf hope vin 1 
. * and Ls wound it 
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ſtanding, I now penceive, though un- 


poliſhed, is not devoid of intrinſic va- 


Anni: A nr! iy; Yo % ine IHE 444 
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thoughts; our good Madam is Warm, 
40 be lure ; b ut, dear heart! ſhe will 
cool again in a whiff... What! do you 


Fe think i 5 is. in her nature to inſiſt « Ryour 


marrying that ;old huncks, whether-you 
will or not ?. No ſuch thing, take ] 
word for. it. I ſee plainly enough, itys - 
thoſe: prim.. - maiden. ſiſters of his, that 
have ſtirred up all. this dame. and be: 
hanged to them. my via bas 


Her language is very ne Leon- 


feſz ; but, a coarſe. garb eee 


ubich ſincerity. prefer. 


A 3 = . * 8 * 4 


bias « Come, come, put on your bonnet, 
and Aae your. ſhawl over your ſhoul- 


FIR 3» 
wot 4 


. | | lady, ſaid the, 
| <0) not. give . to eee 


f ders, ſaid ſhejz a try what the freſſi 


vecontile mes to. myſelf. Iler unden. 


3 


dir vil do for vou You ſhall not ſt 
| here nurſing megrims, clay hp: 
\ 8 ir 
20281 1 


pes dock glampiſh a64 fradul, it will 
only per ae er 


for it. 9 7 n 1 


. Connitced, 5 0 was div matter ö 
can method in her advice, 1 followed | 
1 4th; though moſt reluctantly, Itrolling to 
and fro through a wood of 4 
oaks, which, lies behind the houſe, till 
my heart growing too heavy for my 
trembling limbs, and feeling an uncon- 
querable dread of returning to that 
home which I fo 1 ngly- had quit- 
ted, I threw myſelf on the bank which 
the wy eee en waters 0008 an 
ach ſtream: . & 1 pew 1 Ii, 
Long L had not ts a thus loſt in 0 
3 neee ere every faculty was rouſed 
But I am not permitted to relate to you | 
the horrible adventure, in which per- 


_ ___ take an/aQtive part: A ſacred vow hass 
| ſealed my lips, and reſtrains the com- 
municative propenſity of my pen. It 
was the voice of Providence, undoubt- 3 


haps my fate had pre- ordained me to 725 


"0 0 ä | 


cw). 


OY IM for this: eventful ram» 


dle, in which my ſorrowing ſoul was 
do be wreſted for a moment from irſelf 
to contemplate, and, Heaven be praiſed, 
to oy Hows alleviation: to the miſe: 
_— Thom! ac eee with, camera, (in 
ſubſtance) no more than the ſhadow 
upon the wall at noon day: but F 5 
fear they will mot prove as Beeting:too. 
1 The two female Melfords were here 
this evening, and indulged with a long 
audience of my benefactreſs; though 
no ſooner. was I acquainted with their 
wiſit, than 1 ventured; for that time at 
leaſt, to put an end to their private mm 
chinatiens by my appearance in the 
drawing room; and ſo deeply engrofled = 
was their attention by this, to me moſt 
_ _ terrifying! topie, that I. was almoſt with 
chem before they were ſenſible of my 


but alas I I 
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ear. [ern gave 106 gun! 1 Nite 


* Poor: child!“ ſaid by . Pa» 


vom it grieves me to, the ſoul to treat 
ner even with the ſemblance of auſterity: 
her very nature ſeems to [recoil at the 

propoſal, and indeed, 2288 en 5 


22 


7 N . 8 4 P'S. 
| 4885 1 


950711 confeſsit „* Ambetürtsdd Mus- Mel. 
ford, &« and I do not wonder at a little 
repugnance at the firſt; but my brother's 


tenderneſs will ſoon reconcile her to her 
ſituation, when ſhe finds that there i is 
no alternative: 5 will be a father to the 


«ry 17 


dear child. „ doit 


= y 


wy” >  Indbed J want a fakes; | 
Hu yet I mould be href loth to 1 5 
one, Julia. A ö 
I. be word Wdtdce eh "droplet 
from the lips of Mrs. Aubrey, ſtill re- 
voerberates on my nnd, and has greatly 
calmed my apprehenſions, notwithſtand- 
ing the cruel mandate Frreceived N 
her as we * for the night. 
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5 4 4 12 » 7 
n Miſs Worthy, faid they with 8 * 
l Fader. air, fixing her eyes ſteadily on 
my face, Mr. Melford intends to viſit 
you to-morrow, and I think it proper 
10 inform you, that I expect he will 
meet with ſuch a reception as he may 
think a due return for the honour he 
confers on you, lightly as your obli- 
gations to be: oa a6upevint OO OR 
| you mind 1 e 4.7 K 4 1 | 
Wi Yen dan aid within 
myſelf, this is but the ſemblance of ſe- 
verity ; the reality can never be per. 
mitted to fully ſo gentle, fo compaſſion. 
ate a diſpoſition: yet even knowing it 
to be a ſemblance only, I cannot recon- 
eile myſelf to the ſternneſs of its aſpect. 
I have received ſuch a letter from 
Mrs. Leſlie, as, if comfort could be ſuc- 
mine, br effeQually e rr, 5 
ſigh; but indeed, when I confider who 
I am, what right have 1 to complain? 
0 en * W nada to be 
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tn . 
. er nne ſentiments of my breaſt; ; 


—yes! believe me, Julia, though they 
muſt be eternally baniſhed from the mi- 


ſerable wife of Melford; they never wil! 


deſert the protected, the adopted, child 
of Mrs. Anne Aubrey and, however 
it may be torn, the heart of your ſincere 
and affeQionate friend, 9 

55 SELIMA WORTHY, | 


« 5 , 
Ws. 
4 = I 
. ? * 
7 
Fa * 
1 4 
8 
* N 
s # 4 — — * 
4 } f n . 2 ©. | 2 
* 4 3 1. 4 ö N 5 ” 
1 17, 514 n 
c 5 . - 7 * * . 
© 3 * NY » _ o . F 1 oY 
Ot 1924 * 1 1 7 ” 1 n 1 7 * 8 * +» * re. & 2 
Va. u. 0. TE TIR 
. "4% x 1 * 4 « N * 
4 
Ss 
** 15 
% 
144 | 
. 


; [nl 7 14 4 


8 8 D 
8 3 oy Ie % „ 
2 6 5 4 * Pg 
© 
15 1 LETTER 11. gp 
3 . 
N * x 
| 4 | 5 
7 Ee Sy . . 
* & 
| % 
1 4141550 
utss rs raus R 1 FRY 
p K. 
e 3 Saks . „ 
ne A Mil r 
ay ro . 
4 . 3 1 * 8 3 


N y 2 f * | ; * * * 80 25 
SEUMAC Erol „ Eng 


Mer: heart is rent with your diſtreſs ; ; 
yet I muſt agree in the opinion of . 
injured Mrs. Woodley, that the e ſtorm 
will ſoon blow over.. 

It is not, it cannot be, in | the humane 
nature of Mrs. Aubrey, to force the in- 
clinations of her beloved Selima ; but 
that ſhe will exert every effort, and aſ- 
fume every ſemblance, howgyer foreign 
to the native gentleneſs of her diſpoſition, 
which ſhe may eſteem beſt calculated to 


Vork on the ſuſceptibility of your feel. 


1 ings, 18 an a pet 35 and, fully ſen- 
. ſible. 


»# Www. 


ſelf to a perpe 
and regret: But wherefore ſhould I 
permit my fears to depreciate thathſta- 
- bility which has already withſtood the 
aſſailment of every mental and perſonal 


„ 


cu ) 


ee Tan of icy flekibility co" im 


preſſions of duty, gratitude; 
dience, can I avoid . for the 


and obe- 


"ok 


conſequences | 7 ** 
D0 not, for en 8 ſake," my „ 15 


girl, ſuffer any conſideration, however 


urgent, to induce you to facrifice your- 
etual ſtate of wretchedneſs 


FL. 


attraQtion, in conjunction with thoſe 


claims which now. ſeem to preſent ſo 
formidable a battery againſt your reſo- 
lution. Tell 
nitential p 
for the eruel obduracy with which you 
rejected the tender overtures of the 


e ſincerely, does a pe- 
never pervade your breaſt 


worthy doctor? Vet, however you may 


no feel yourſelf affected hy thoſe oc- 
currences which aft paſt recall, I will 
not ſuppoſe it poſſible for you ever to 
X65 become. the wife of age, pride, dullneſs, 


Ca * ill. humour 


| oF 


750 > ö 6 q 


ieder and caprice; all which. in- 

ſinuating traits L conceive to be ſtrikingly 

_ exemplified in the character of your pre- 
ſent Adonis. Never be perſuaded, that 

there exiſts a law either human or divine 
to enforce or even to authorize a preme- 
"ditated martyrdom. of every enjoyment 
in this world, and not 4mprobably in 
that which is to come: for where is the 


ravages of vexation-and diſcontent? 
Ihe abſence of Mrs. Leſlie, at ſo cri- 
tical a juncture, is a loſs indeed, though 

1 rejoice to find Mrs. Woodley ſo well 
= diſpoſed and actiye in the promotion of 12 
Pour real intereſts; yet all her efforts, 
poor woman, e e eee inade- 
[il quate ſubſtitute for the advantages to be 
derived from are, Mere 5 
col ſo valuable a friend“ 5 
Baoouvais and 1 go on as ſua; equally: q 
_ diſſatisfied, I may venture to ſay, withthe- 
ſociety of each other. No variation 
. itſelf i in the common routine of 
Our 
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temper capable of | reſiſting the conſtant 


Z 11) 006; *- % an E 8 

N FF our ſecluded life, either to yield employ- 

ls ment for my. quill; or to divert my 

e.. _ thoughts from the * theme of N 

at my your diſquietude: © oF 

ww - But where is I, an | ales poſ- 

e- 5 J ſedſſed of the extraordinary charm to 
= alienate the griefs of the loved ſiſter f 

her infancy from the en g heart 
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; MRS. LESLIE |, |, 


| MRS. ANNE AUBREY. _ >, 


=” Orrrx have I been compelled to levy 
Ll © weighty fines on that ſympathy, which 
has ever been found ready to take in all 
the claims of the afflicted. Were I to 
ſay a more impreſſing motive than ſelf. 
intereſt now calls forth my ſolicitations, 
pou perhaps might diſpute the ſincerity 
ol my profeſſions ; but I am well aſſured 
55 you cannot quarrel with the heart to 
which the happineſs of your Selima is 
little leſs intereſting than its own; little 
leſs muſt I ſay, —is it neceſſary to make 


6 


4 3 


K Wc 
* 


uſe of 4 Gald e ee | | fed 
bility to feelings which are warm and 
| ſanguine as a mother's for the laſt ſur. 


* 
* 4 


viving comfort of her g tence 
No, yielding to my benefaftreſs ber 
wonted ſuperiority in all the active vir. 


tues of the mind, in the meer impulſes 
of the heart, which are not the rea- 
tures of the will, I have the temerity to 


aſpire even to a competition with her- 
ſelf. Througn innumerable viciſſitudes, 
the brighteſt bleſſings which have cheered 


the chequered life of the unfortunate 
Caroline, have been to love, eſteem, 
and venerate, whilſt the nobler attri- 


butes of Mrs. Anne Aubrey have been 
to conſole, relieve, and even to eradi- 
cate the very veſtiges of adverſity. But 
this is from my purpoſe---your Selima is 


unhappy--is there a ſecond word in lan. 


guage capable of adding a ſtimulative | 
10 the tenderneſs:of her protectreſs ? 

Suffer not, my dear Madam, a miſ⸗ 
kei =; to prompt you to inffict a 
Do! Fg tte 5 7 | 


ha PE 
unibment, when EY well aſſured it 
is your, ardent with to confer: a Kindneſs. 
Do not; amidſt the many, benefits which 
5 Bounty hag laviſhed on this deſerv- 
ing ans wreſt from her the deareſt, 
the moſt ſacred, privilege of the heart; 
poſſeſſed of which, even in the ſituation 
from Which your charity releaſed her, 
„ would have been comparatively ble. 
. "Ted. A negative voice is ſurely: the un- 
"doubted, as it is the only, prerogative of 5 
the moſt abject individual of the ſex, in 
that momentous deciſion which fixes 
irrevocably the tenor of their future | 
life: and is this a boon which you can 
Vithhold from the tears, the prayers, 
aa ngdſ the entreaties, of the beloved child 
of you adoption, whoſe happineſs has 
llong been the prominent ſubject of your 
econſideration? Pardon me, I mean not 
to inſinuate that it is now become leſs 
ble object of your condern. I muſt ac- 
5 knowledge, that ſo lucrative an Alliance 
canno be without. its attractions in the : 


Ina Siu 2g 


 unimpaſſioned ; 


| will never, be a negle ed ; 
every other. lentiment, yet we cannot 
expect, or reyen.; iſh, in my opinion, 
that it ſhould entirely ſubdue thoſe which 
are more particularly incident to youth: TE 
Love may be a chimerical paſſign, but, 
hatred, diſguſt and contempt, I fear, 


, \ 


animpaſſoned e eye of POOR atten 
Jet tat Aemem, | Mao 4 in 1 tene 5 


have often been fatally realized in the 


annals of married life. You wiſh to 
place | your child in a ſecure and credit- 
able eſtabliſnment; yet I truſt, to pre- 


ferve her from the dangers, it 1 is not ne- 


nocetit enjopments: of the world, muck | 


ANT lic on her its ſevereſt penance. 


— Ganiot you revert in imagination to a 

time, when you would have ſhrunk! 
with horror from that cruel power which 
vould have obliged you to beſtow your 


hand, where your heart refuſed to fanc-' 


10 * — Tour own hiſtorx 
10 5 preſents L 


* —— TY — or” — — — — amr iaetns 


75 1 a 1 enviable example, that 
_ felicity is not confined to the connubial 
Rate. , + While: * Worthy's affections 


cyolutions of mortality, guarded by thoſe 
judicious appointments, which I am ſure 

neither your [juſtice nor your love has 
_ Tulfered. you to leave till this moment 
F in her favour, ſhe will con. 


et, me con jure you to 


permit her hand tot remain equally ät li- 

: derty, for you ownſake; no-leſ#than 
 forchers»whoſe/gogd Dr fortune you = 
" muſt ſo:ſenfibly participate. Unger the 
 » | protedgjon« of her kind, her” beloved + 

= nd, ſhe is intimately acqu 
the Imiling 


ante wih 


fulneſs; or, conſidering the une 


tinue POW ** a much fairer c 


ene * 


u of happineſs,” Cant 1 
you wonder that ſhe clings to it With 
almoſt frantic eagerneſs, when ſo fright- 
ful a reverſe (forgive the tern 5 
the other hand, preſented to her view? ; 
with you ſhe would remain on the 
downy lap of eaſe,” gratitude and cher: 


* 


2 


* 23 Y 


POST) 


of n Auch contentuiant; at leaſt 
' than in becoming the reluctant bride of 
a man from whom hep heart * REP 


ever be alienated. © 
As to your e « an im- 


: 8 attachment, L have already ſpoken 
1 explicit us I am able on that head; 
u 


t {Lcagindt help repeating, that I would 


-riſk | my life on the prudence of. Selima 


Worthy. She is not of that Toma 1 


turn of mind, implicitly to ſubmit her 
reaſon to the blind ö of in · 


clination. e 1 he 
I could expatiate fox ev ever on a topic in 


Which J feel myſelf moſt deeply inter- 


eſted; but I will not weary you with a 
repetition of my arguments, knowing 


. that the dear object of my anxiety wants 


not a more e advocate in 1 your 
breaſt. 0 


My brother {till continues a yaletudi. | 
narian; but his ſpirits improve, from 
* I flatter myſelf, his bodily infir- 
mities may be bn * 5 


5 But not F 


z een tx Þ 
Patience at 
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| Hours deend you, my dear dy! 
Sure no diſaſter has happened to cauſe 
your, filence, which terrifies me out of 
my wits. It is ſo unuſual with your con- 
0 kindneſs to the woman whom | 
Wi well know is entirely devoted to 
ve ur ſervice, But 1 will hope the beſt: 
: may, not improbably, proceed from 
the concluſio on, Inſtead of the increaſe of 
; Sol troubles, "Thee is an old ſaying, 


et . 2 


Im DEE, any further, nor Arg i 
Vor- . 3 


- 
; Bl 
* p 4 l 
45 5 5 5 . 
5 . Is ' 225 Wt 


= - _ every, W-naty Fed Eonjethure 1 Is attended 


. E 


1 miniſtering what I know will be a drop 
of comfort to ; Four, heart, be * * 0 


af 8 24 ia. * 


ated how you may. ra 


The poiſon works. n The 


; other day Madam had ſome harſh. words 


| _ with her deary;* I have at laſt perſuaded. 


her that gentleneſs has been miſapplied, 
70 and that the moſt unbending obſtinacy 
olten lurks under the deceitful cloak of 
meekneſs and condeſcenſion but all this 


me—have 1 not been brought up under 


4 ET 


yo has been done with caution—never fear x 


5 high own. eye? 4 Jes, and have 8 5 


e 5 haye not t that grand and no- ; 


=_ 9. 
ble ſpirit to contend with, which Tome. | 


12 


times (pardon me, ny good lady) hur- 


tries you beyond the boundary of cir- 
cumſpection. . do not advance a ſtep. 


| without being Vell a a cquainted | with the | 


$4 101. 6. # c 


Ounc tread o on. Wee L.to diſcover an 
puns 2 A, 
enmity, to the girl, an m 


9 21 


be blown! into t] the air at GE Z Fo, no; fv 


» h | 
* 3 5 1 | . f 4 ; — . £ + 
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projetts. would TC h 


& 


4 x ? — 
I 8 * 


th i corel and "PETR that Þ | 
45 Tweet | a creature * ſhould be liable to 5 
error; but we are not to expect perfec- i 


, don! in human nature. 85 

„Then the neceflity of. preſent ſeverity 

4 4 effect her future welfare. wrings my 
1 very heart Ain. 01 1 am a downright 
Machiavel! 1 Would you were. at „ 
elbow ſometimes. Though you know - 

N me pretty well already, you never ber 
bote Put me td the full extent of my 
ingeniiity.” But T am neglecting all this 

while to inform you how we go on. 


he My next taſk was to play « on the im- 


plicity of the young one, impreſs the 
W414 of 1 my friendlineſs towards her 
on her unfufpecking mind, and perſuade 
her that air and exerciſe would foon 
drive away the clouds of diſcontent ; 
Which was fo ſuccefsfully hit off, as foo 
0 bring about her removal” to the very 
ſpot where the firſt ſcene of our tragedy. 
5 was is well performed as: it had been 
* eie 1 begari to fear, Chriſ- 


D Es topher, Wh 


5 = 


#5. 


Rs aber (for I was not out of. abt of ; 
„ their tranſaQtions, I affure you; there 3 
no being too wary ; ; even one's own fleſh Lp 
| Aid blood cannot always be depended 
on ;) 1 began to doubt, indeed, that the 
poor lad would have exhauſted all his 
. geſtures and grimaces, without deing 2 
Able to draw the attention of the dil. 
ER conſolate damſel, for ſo woe-begone Was . 
| - the, that her eyes were ſeldom raiſed 
*t from the N turf on which the bad 
caſt herſelf, But accident, which often 
' yields a timely aſſiſtance to artifice, at 
ttzcis critical moment put it in the mind 5 
Hof a good-natured thraſtle, in mplir 
ment to the wonderful mildneſs of the 
| ſeaſon, to ſurprize her with his. early 
| note. Starting from her reyerie to look 
bor the welcome ſongſter, the Juddenly 


perceived a wrefch apparently far more 


miſerable than herſelf, and fram that in: 
ſtant ſelf no longer ſeemed to partake 

of her ae Lord: Lord! theſe ſoft, 
Le not a. to. inhabit this 


7 * ſou 


> org; 


„ 


E ²˙ ea 2 Bin... 


is concerned. 


5 
1 8 * * * 


SEATS 


e 


kit and the Toner ey a are out of 


Kitt looked ſo doleful, thin if 1 e 


not been in the ſecret, I ſhould havre 
ſworn he was diſtracted myſelf: It was 
fo funny to ſee him put a huge ſtone in 
| each pocket, that he might go ee to 
the bottom at once, without any d. 


of eſcaping, that I thought I ſhould hay 

ſpoiled- all with laughing. Vet I pro- 
teſt, when I ſaw the poor fool run, catch 
hold of his coat with her utmoſt force, « 5 


I and fink almoſt lifeleſs under the agita- . 


tion of her ſpirits, if I was not ready to 
fly and throw water in her face to bring 
her to herſelf again, T will be hanged ! 


God forgive me l—but there is ſome- f 


ching in this faſcinating little chit,” that 


I cannot do her a miſchief with a ſafe | 
- conſcience ; but as I ſay, there'is no 


flinching at trifles, when' the Intereſt. of 
a perſon of ſo much * e e 


5 55 W Porbear !/ 


* 


4 utter a word more, from the ſhock me 
bad received, till recovering herſelf a 
"Little, « Miſerable creature “ reſumed 
he, What has driven you to ſo horri- 
dle a deſign? Do you fear the laws of 
wan, and dare you ruſh upon thoſe of 
the Almighty ? Do you know that there 
ds 2 God; that you are the work of his 
bands; and dare you ſpurn from you 
—_ _ with indignity the firſt gift of his bene - 
volence? Are you afraid of the tem. 
pPorary evils of this world, and have vou 
dme temerity to draw upon yourſelf the | 
_ _ no. leſs certain than dreadful vengeance 
of the great Judge of the whole uni. 
| _ __venſe, whole decrees are abſolute and 5 
1 eternal?” . 2674 


.* * 
8 * ha 
* 
4 : 
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* . 
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WO. me verbatim, | * 


8 Ak 30 90 


* Wiel forbear! What would: | 


* k 
# P 


i you do Pa. —{id ſhe, with ſuch a look Ky 


I ſhall never forget it—but unable to 


I yas not quite. e 
gue, but my * ve 885 it to i 


. 1 ( 3¹ 5 


e She would make an ene a 


Pier ſaid poor Kitt; „I nevet 3 | 
| heard a woman n fo vell Joy my 1 ih 
0 lite. tle 4 f 


For his nn en he ke a alen 


melancholy fixed upon his eountenatte, 


poſe. 


AT know not wth you 0 0 nid bs. it 


4. who ſo officiouſly wiſh to pry into the 
_ ſentiments of a ſtranger. ' I would thank | 


_ you for the attempt of which I ſuppoſe 
- 2 miſtaken zeal has been the promoter, 
baut that I feel it far more N e 1 
"Wi: acceptable at this time. 


ce If your heart is not of ſuch a nature 


4 2s to find gratification in witneſſing the 
auntimely fate of an unfortunate fellow. 
creature, your abſence at this juncture 
will be equally deſirable to us both? — 
e Leave me then!“ exclaimed he with - 
a lock of frenzy, that I fred Would 


have terrified her from the purpoſe * 
bis 3 On che contrary, the 
983 -: > „ dreadful 


which was juſt the ang” for our Far 4 P 


11 32 3; 65 
| dreadful cireumſtances of aha ment 
gave new vigour to her ſpirits; and RY EE, 
plied her with the courage of a lion . 
„Leave me!” ſaid Roper, cor 
prepare inſtantly to behold” at the 
_ © lame time making a violent effort, as it 

ut were, to put his threat into immediate 
execution. „ 


t 


Deſiſt . defiſt | 5 cried _ fiding 79 
z forcibly on his arm; then falling upon 
her knees, and looking up to Heaven, 
% My God, look down upon thy un: 
worthy ſervant,” and Fe her Te 1 
ſave! e TIT Org 
e W y>,  eſtarntead kin; 5 Sato fl 6! 
- fave.were to deſtroy—Know;??-faid he, 
2h Wy and tremble, eee re, hold: 
ing converſation with a murderer “ 
A murderer-“ exclaimed the girl, 
| riſing. with horror from her knees I! 
1 chought again he had gone too far: but 
maecalechag herſelf, . Poor, miſerable 
man and can you expect, by adding 25 
1 another crime more atrocious even than 


Du 


; j 
XY Repent, and, | guilty as, y 


N 9448 
} 7 
: wee | 
Ace. | 
: - ©. 
* . 


| Ser Wil! it wipe away the trick- + 8 
1 = tears. RN 4 eyes, of 1 vklowes | 


in we the ſecret of your calamities, and, 


” widely i in her face No, lea, ſwear 


Fo 33 Y: SRI he 7 1 


| : the firſt, to bore ey") of that 
weight of fin, which is already inſup- 


portable to Jour conſcience? Go thy 
Ys. and fin no more; that is the ben. 5 


3 


; mandate of, thy. merciful Redeemer a of 


at become a, araber of his 3 
48 6060413 201} 6306 A 

« Will repentance xeanimate, be 

Ft: ö demanded. the ſuppoſed” mur- 


N ke. 7 T7 lh 16 «4 abi 4 TY In * 7 


| re, faid- the, 60 6 3 54 


feeble as are my own abilities, I may. = 


i Had Wa ferube bo A thoſe” mn. 
the Are pt +a, 


Intereſt! e Fs, 2 WY 


15 * 11 


ON Me, 


avs 3 all Re is! Jhered, "TY 
+ "We: the ſecret of this eventful 5 
—_— any means whatever „ direc '6r indi- 
ret: far,“ faid he, . df one cath 
| refi ge! {pointing tolltie! rivet) '* is i I 
thin myiveach: Think Hot 2 betra 


1 * into the' händs öf juffice. If ever 


* wt 


Nee it ſhall be that alone 


1 ad a groſſer ſtain to your pollutsd ſoul. 
I QWould ſwear witho 
moſt inviolable fecrecy to fave the life 


7 ag LAGS 


ſpare _ af 

| ae 9 
Mu feelings are not to be ien Wirth. 
5 . F 4 7 . * bo | Bro oi 1 797-5 2 c 1 % 


d of an individual, but by complyirlx with . 
: your injunctions I am defeatin my wo 
own purpoſes; if pecuniary anne if 8 
| 0-9 deen r en "of Your 4 


"i appear before the tribunal of offendell 5 
Held held,“ interrfüpted the, „ her 


f hefitation to'ths 5 


© mY \Pareh; no, alas! it will dan the 
= offipring'1of "my offences: but wear = 
without delay, or begoné. I. would 

atleaſt your ſenſibility; A= * 


. 35 » 
, Tor 1 do, I do, cried the, eagerly, for 
: = one F . was again! in the water. Really 
5 vou would have admired, had you | ſeen 
0 , the, le lad changed his countenance, 
1 as, well as his action, every word he . 
7 i poke, as it were. If merit had its due, 
5 he would be a ſecond Garrick, 1 am 
* ſure. N 1. 
1 do, laid wwe, 1 in the „ 
= A that” almighty Power, which fees into 
„dhe 'moſt, Teeret. thoughts of our hearts, 5 
* never to relate” — 
4 : « Or by any. means + 6 13 
1 amended” our cautious Chriſtopher, with 
; 3 a face as Jong 33 my arm, * any one 59 5 
B 
4 . by —— 8 ceremony put 
"i me in mind of Chrononhotonthologos, 
- WW _ 2 farce tragedized, as one may fay,.tho% 
> 1 doubt one of the actors, poor fool! 
1 255 find x it more than, mere mumme ry, | 
pl be ore her part i Is en ed, and the. is in- 
"wn dulged with 1 pe oh pong, the, curtain, : 


When 


* 


7 how's". 5 


1 5 avg Cy 2 dug about Greece 


ES 1 13 
When th 120 had gone ho: bo the 


J 12 


| preſented as the victims of his repente: 


8 guilt, to cajole the ſimpleton, out of 
every ſixpence in ber pocket, with 2 = 
promiſe of a further ſupply, and an ap: = 


5 Fein bent (the very nuts for which m. 


2 heart had craved) of a ſecond meeting, . 


ag as "the only opportunity for. him to Te- 


| ceiye it. Would not one take her for 6 
= 55 idive? and yet 1 that the does not want IE 


195 ente in ſome 845 8 js) vel 


hat ſignifies 


{75 


| ; "Never 9.4 patience. to "write, or Jour 1 
ladyſnip to read, Tan ſure: however, 
3 anſwered the purpoſe effectually. = 
. Would you believe it? the. Ay devil had 
„ artifice enough, through the pretended A 
diſtreſs of ſome fatherleſs children, e. 


! | certain, but 


12 150 


„ 


4+ 


7 w 5 


n parcel of Fein ches hve been 0 

and gone long ſince, if one is not able 

to grapple with the world as it goes? 
All this happened yeſterday ; and this 


= morning the lovers have had a fete- a- tete. 


I am not yet acquainted with the reſult, 
but I think I ſhall be buſy till I make 
myſelf miſtreſs of it, and ſhall not fail 
to tranſmit a faithful account of it in 


my next. Lord! how all our contri- 


vances might be thrown into diſorder a 


once, by the compliance of the fair 


one; but I am not much afraid. Miſs 
acts too much upon principle forſooth, 


to beſtow her hand without the concur. _ 


rence of her heart; and the heart of a 

girl of eighteen, I think, can never ſur- 
render itſelf to ſuch a diſagreeable old 

1 prigg as Squire Melford, 1 
1 My dear good Madam, do write, and 
relieve: me from the cruel anxiety I at 
preſent endure, for your health and 
happineſs. You know that you and 
yours are every thing to me. What 
Vor. II. be; 6 000" 
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Id fo intereſtin 


as the proſperity of yourſelf and my 
. young maſter, to the grateful heart 
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of your ever devoted, 


- REBECCA” WOODLEY? | 
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Ms. LESLIE, 


Aras! my friend, you know not in 
what a taſk vou have engaged, or how 
it would rejoice my heart once more to 
acknowledge the uncorrupted i innocence 
bl the ſtilldear Selima. Is it poſſible you 
can think that any thing leſs than pain- * 
ful, heart-rending conviction, could have 
bereaved her of that place which ſhe has 
ſo long occupied in my e 
| 2 and lob,% 943 +: 1 
With reſpe& Aar to that Fa ir” 
all with which ſhe has reſiſted 
bed earneſt. ſolicitations, on a ſubject 
e 2 0 wherein : 


he I oe, er ds, RAW - = We 

. gr des 5 S 8 5 

o hg DI en, 

* 5 9 APR bes 75 N . 
R N 


1 


© - wherein I muſt PP Ret "ih bay aQuated 


by my anxiety for her future welfare; 
, herein I would ſecure to her ſuch an 
© eſtabliſhment; as the obſcurity of her 
birth, however ſupported by my guar- 


{0 dianſhip, muſt, in any other inſtance, 


_ preclude her from the probability of en- 
joying. So perverſe an oppoſition, with- 
out the ſmalleſt effort to accommodate - 
her ſentiments to mine, 1 ſtill muſt re. 
gard as a violation of the duty and af- 
feQion which it is my pride to have de- 
ſerved, though I fear it never will be 
my fortune to experience. This is a 
return for my maternal care, indepen- 
dent of any further circumſtances, which 
I confeſs I could not expect would find 
Ki vindication | from ** _ 15 W 
och 
— * oBO promote. the; bete of; Selima 
Worthy, I have devoted my time, my 
7 engagements, and my fortune, indiſcri- 
minately; for her 1 have incurred the 
5 calumay of; the tg and the enmity” 
. 


4 Y 


of an only fiſter, both which I have del. Is 
| piſed, as I deemed” them unmerited; 


but a'total ſeparation from my nephew, | 


1 for whom (though I have ſcarcely ſeen 


him fince his earlieſt infancy) my heart. 
owns all its Kii 1dred,; would now and 
then infuſe a bitterneſs amidſt the moſt 


endearing careſſes, and ſeeming artleſs 
tenderneſs of my lovely foundling: yet 
this was ſuch a meaſure as neither my 


pride nor my reaſon would permit me 
to oppoſe. Sufficiently indeed ſhould I 


7 deſerve the contempt and reſentment of 


Mrs. Gowarth, and every remaining 
branch of our antient family, were I'to 


fubject it to an ignoble alliance; I have 
already communieated to you, without 


reſerve, the pain I have endured under 
this reflexion, and I cannot deny, that 
it has been a forcible: ſtimulative to the 


peremptory conduct, Which, though ne- 


ry to aſſume, Lat firſt found! inex- 
prey d difficult tt 6 ſuſtain, | PANTY | 
| | E ; 


(a) 


But now, 01 my friend! how will 
= you grieve to hear, that ſeverity and 
cCompulſion are become the only expe- 
Aduͤents to preſerve the darling of our 
| fanguine: expectations from inevitable 
Aaeſtruction. How will you ſhudder, 
buen I relate to you the depravityof 
mind which has lurked beneath a beau- 
ſcteous form; a depravity which, I fear, 

is the indelible mark of a mean or diſ- 
reputable origin, not within the power 
of education to overcome. Partiality 
Warping, not only mine, but your ſu- 
perior judgment, has miſrepreſented to 
our fond credulity, the moſt unbending 
obſtinacy and peeviſh fretfulneſs, as the 
ineſtimable qualities of fortitude and 
ſenſibility; but an amiable ſenſibility. 
could never have induced her to give up 
her deareſt friend, to whom ſhe owes 
more than her exiſtence, for an un- 
Eh known miſcreant : yes, my friend. 
| beggatly reptile: eſcaped:  perha 5 
— * 1828 10 8 or at « the beſt, * 


leſs, have not been wanting; towards the 


it 43 5 | 
all probability, >diſcharged from: PER) 


vagabond: company of ſtrolling players, 


has been capable of withdrawing: from | 


me that affection, which it has been my 
daily ſtudy to preſerve. Lou may be 


ſure, | that my endeavours, though fruit- 


apprehending ſo dangerous a conſpirator 


againſt domeſtic peace. Poor Woodley 7 
too has been ſo indefatigable, even in 
perſonal enquiries, that her health and 
' ſpirits are injured by the fatigue. For 
my own, they are not what they have h 
been; my mind is no more at eaſe, and 


my bodily infirmities no longer decreaſe: 


an irreſiſtible ſtupor will ſometimes over- 
power my faculties, even in the midſt 
of the moſt acute concern; but that it 


ſteals my ſenſes from afMiiQtion, ought 2 


© to be a ſubje& of thankfulneſs, and not 


regret ; for alas! my friend, in your 
abſence, and under the diſappointment | 
of my deareſt hopes, where they had 
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i een 
ALA, my Sclima ! 
written ſooner, had I been furniſhed 
with a word for your. conſolation; but 
it breaks my heart to add to the poign- 


ancy of your diſtreſs. My friend is in- 
exorable to my pray | 
ſwayed by ſome. more ſubtle influence 


—her mind is 


than undiſguiſed, ingenuous friend 
will deſcend to uſe; and if my appre- 
henſions are not ill · founded, the dear 
child of her adoption will not be the 
only ſufferer from, her unfartunat 
dulity. Conceive my 


a of 1 4 N . « 2 
3 \ a * . : 


i) 


in return to the arguments ENS 1 


ſtrenuouſſy urged: in behalf of the gen- 


"Us, the affectionate, the amiable Selima 


Worthy, a new character was preſented 4 
to my view, which ſhocked me to the 


ſoul: not that 1 feared to find the hi- 


deous object realized, but that it is an 
alarming inſtance of the ſtrength which 
ſome concealed and artful foe has found 
means to eſtabliſh on the confidence of 
our benefactreſs. You know not how 
deeply it affects me, that ſo noble a na- 


id de ſubject to the deſigns of 


liarly ſituated, that I dare not give words 
to my ſuſpicions. Vet in this critical 


moment, when caution ſeems to be the 


only ſecurity of your happineſs, is it not 


the duty of friendſhip and maternal 
love, to awaken that caution in your 
mind which is become ſo evidently ne- 
ceſſary to your ſafety? That you have 

lome concealed enemy, your own fears 


long ings: muſt have es tn and - 
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further I have no clue to warrant the 
Tighteſt inſinuation: Therefore on your 
own obſervationg your better informa, 
tion muſt depend. I confefs, the charge 
of pride, peryerſeneſs, diſobedience, and 
the moſt humiliating imprudence againſt 
my Selima, has been a- wound to my 
feelings, which nothing but a perfect 


degree have aſſuaged, and to which no- 

ching but the eſteem and gratitude which 
Lowe to-Mrs. Anne Aubrey, and which 
never can be eradicated from my breaſt, 


the deceiveyy, I compaſſionate dhe de- 


of concealed malice on a diſpoſition re- 
plete with ſenſibility and . e 
ſentiment. : "nonuls' 
The accuſation againſt you of having 
Pony in clandeſtine meetings i 
ſome obſcure vagabond, ſo far . 
5 Une" med of 4 nature; ; it 
: | excites 
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ſhould have induced me to ſubmit to in 
ſilence. But in proportion as I deteſt 


ceived, and trenible for the conſe e ; 


A 
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knowledge of its injuſtice could In; any 
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ede my eien a it iſh ""Þ 
have found admiſſion even to the ear r 
dae itſelf; But I have already of. 
fended by the warmth of my remon- 
| Airances, and dare not, unauthorized by 
your: own teſtimony, ! attempt its refuta - 
tion, a requiſite of which I meant to 
have poſſeſſed myſelf” from your own | 
bps; but unhappily;. on every account, 
my poor brother's. now rapidly-increal. 


| Ing malady forbids any farther delay in in 


| ſeeking a more ſalutary dlimej—though 
Fruitleſs, alas! I doubt, will be the ſearch 
for one capable of reſtoring health and 
ſtrength to his enfeebled frame. But 
; Happily, the cherub Hope is almoſt 
dhe invariable' attendant on the ſick 
' mari's'couch; and change of ſcene is one 
of the fureſt e 'of this' Fry 
| deluſion, „„ 
Our tende 

| wal deprive me of the fatisfaction of rs 
A your juſtification at preſent, our 
e Try 102 my ended; on 
+ + * that 
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letter may reach my hands, when 1 have 
9 biden adieu to the White cliffs of Albion. 
However fate may have deſigned to 
divide us, my heart will ever be devoted 
to your intereſts, and that of our mutu- 
ally revered friend, which I have hither- 


main) inſeparable. . . 
As ſoon as I am 10 ſettled as to a” 
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tween us, I will not ſo neglect my own 
gratification, as to ſuffer wy pen to be 


inactive. - 
Mrs. Aubrey will be informed of « our 


intended tour by the mail which conveys 


do bid her, as I truſt, a ſhort farewell. 
= It has been my earneſt wiſh to viſit 


= have almoſt reduced him to a ſecond 
childhood, cannot ſuffer me to be a mo- 
ment abſent from his ſight, 8 


1 cat 1 Pn mot: by what direction a | 


to conſidered (and may they long re- | 


of the paſſing and repaſſing of letters be- 


you this, I have written her a few lines Fen, 


= Heath-cott before my departure; but 


i 


my brother, whoſe debilitated nerves — 


ou muſt be ſenſible, my dear gi 
that ſituated as we are, even in England, 
affection and good wiſhes are all I c. 
be permitted to beſtow; and thoſe, 
lieve me, no ge, but the fin 


— 


way 


which ſevers time from eternity, will 
erer be able to exterminate in the affec- 
tionate heart of your 
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I would do you the injuftice to inſinuate 
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04 P ITV me, my dear Julia: —Not that 


tat the knowledge of my diſtreſd is not 
ſufficient in itſelf to form an irreſiſtible 
claim on yoùr commiſeration; but com- 
paſſion is ſo ſoothing®a balm to a wound. 
ed ſpirit, that there is a pleaſure even in 
aſking for it. But it muſt be the com- 
paſſion of a friend. The pity of the 
multitude debaſes, and is generally more 
humiliating, than the calamities by which 
it is excited. In ſhort, it muſt be the 

0 F . pity 


en SOT OY Or res FR g7.0 
Pr 
h 


CE 


8 pity of the kar, not the lips klond, 


Which can ſteal a pang n a 13 
fllicted mind. 


Lou may conceive, "eb in ng pro- 
portionate degree, the ſtate of wretch- 


_ edneſs to which a ſad reverſe of fate : has 
reduced your friend, when I tell you I 


haue loſt, irretrievably loſt, I fear, the | 


affection of that benefactreſs, to whoſe 


5 maternal care I owe infinitely more than 
3 


I have been accuſed: 1 NEO 54 


| Rubborkheſs, and hypocriſy and, what 


bps, and fatally ptokibite a vindica ion 


I am unable to refute the charge) of 
elandeſtine meetings with a ſtranger, M7 
Alas! the fact is undeniable, tho“ the 
motive has been moſt cruelly miſrepre- 
ſented to my diſadvantage; and I am 
diſabled, re from dune 


is even more terrible than them all (as 


8. 


* my innocence. + e 


» 
-_ 


1 33 1 

little did I think an act, n che 
duty of a Chriſtian ſeemed to render in- 
diſpenſible from one fellow- creature to 
another, could have levelled ſo deſperate 
a blow againſt my peace; nor am I weak 
enough to repent the commiſſion of a 
deed of humanity and benevolence, tho? 
ſuffering beneath | thoſe heavy ſtripes, 
with which it has ſo materially aſſiſted 
to inflict me; but which the ſublime 
conſeiouſneſs of not deſerving, ought to 
enable me patiently wt enditfe; 52-5 

In the midſt of my ſorro ws, my belo⸗ 
ved Julia, a ray of hope preſents itſelf, 
that it is in your power to afford me ſome 
relief at an eaſſer rate than by a partici- 
pation of my diſtreſs, a tribute which 1 
Would fain petſuade myſell⸗ F have too 
| much generoſity to require, even whilſt 
Lam endeavouring to impfeſs on your 
kind nature a full ſenſe of my afflictions: 75 
it d a foible, over Which T fear human | 
nature ſeldem obtains a fuperiority— 
Yet ſuffer n me to inch in the fulneſs of _ 
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hy heirs; that, to * nice by your 
affection, I ſhall ever conſider as a ſmile 


ſufficient to counterpoiſe Ny an ad 
verſe frown of fortune: 


Two urns by Jove's high throne have ever food, ' 
The ſource of evil one, and one of good: g 
From thence the cups of mortal man he fills, 
* Bleflings to theſe, to thoſe diftribures ills; 
1 To moſt he mingles both: the wretch, aj 

To taſte the bad unmix'd, is curg'd indeed.” - 


How prone is the mind to winder: 

8 5 from the contemplation of its own mi- 
ſery. But to deviate no farther from 
my purpoſe: I think I mentioned to you 

77 in my laſt the ſtern command which 
90 prepared me, on the dreaded morrow, to 
receive. the viſit, and conſequently the 
loathed addreſſes, of my perſecutor.— 
+ Not long before his arrival, a letter, a 
Fo farewell. letter, from Mrs, Leſlie, had 
grey aggravated my woe: ſhe is gone; 


105 
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for ever gone.— A melancholy. preſage 
| - willclipguponmyth ughts, which ſays, 
lam never more to — — of 
=. her e e her. ſuſtaining 
5 N A love. 
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love. She has left the kingdom in full 
poſſeſſion of all the calumnies, which, 
S Hydra like, from ſome unknown abyſs, 
have reared their frightful heads againſt 
a poor, defenceleſs orphan. Yet this 
dear reſpected guardian of my youth ſtill 
preſerves/an unſhaken faith the purity - 
of that innocence which ſhe affiduouſly 
has cheriſhed. But what a ſad reverſe 
muſt be wrouglit in her ſentiments, when 
mme finds, that to the principal aſperſion 

F en my conduct I have no defence to 
make, that I have no alternative, but to 
plead guilty to the charge, without the 
poſſibility of offering one extenuating 
vord in my on behalf! Heaven defend 
me from the forfeiture of every blefling, 4 
with ep next dn ep. ae eee, 


: os þ 1 # A m4 . 


13 FELL 


. ag. to e my en 
come gueſt with as much complacency 
as my ſpirits would permit. But I wilt 
12 patience # minute recital of a 
ſeene, which 1 moſt fervently with was 
| entirely oraſed from my mind. 


K —_ 
3  AtfirſtT Bend mnylelf infinitely pau = 
= harraſſed by my venerable ſuitor affect. 
ing to miſconſtrue my reſerve; but I had 
1 more cauſe to be diſconcerted at the fu 
trrious reſentment he afterwards expreſſed 
in conſequence of the unequivocal refu- 
ful, which 8h diſguſting familiarity of 
his behaviour had e Were w 5 
diſdainfully to return, THY 
Very wellz very well, Miſs + whom . 
my word Haid he, rapping his ſnuff. 
Ef box, and darting at me à glance of the 
moſt flend- like expreſſion that ever pro 
zeeded from a human eye 
I ſhall take the ſentiments of 
5 woes 8/ on the groſs indignity, to 
whieh I have been ſubjected by — 
deſcenſion, and which nothing but ur 
extreme ignorance could ſetve to palliate 
er excuſe. And having, in an imperi - 
| qua. tons, 7 an audience of 
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titude. towards her, with an open con- 
tempt of her authority, and of impudent 
impertinenee to himſelf. Les, my Julia, 
ſuch, was the cruel purport of his expreſ- 
ſions. .. There is no room to exaggerate = 
the aerimony of this man's: love. Love! 
| heaven ſhield me from the entanglement 
of ſo capricious, ſo perplexing, ſo tor- 
menting a paſſion. I have not a ſingle 
wiſh in my heart ungratifled, if you will 
believe me, except the permiſſion to 
remain as I am; and that one viſn 
denied, makes N other comfort | 
change its aſpect. N 
Tour inſinuation, 3 your fac 
vourite | doctor, is juſt; exactly i In the 
ſame degree, as ſuppoſing I were placed 
between two pfrecipices of unequal 
height, though b both muſt be 'inevitably 
fatal in the deſcent, without any middle 
path of ſafety to purſue, I ſhould cer - 
tainly devote myſelf to that deſtruction 
Which was the leaſt tertifying to the 
view: ſo far would the eſteemed doctor 
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be a deſireable ſubſtitute for the deteſted 
Melford. Though on a' moment's re- 
flectibn, 1 believe, ſuch an arr ngement 5 
- of circumſtances would rather aggravate 
than alleviate my misfortunes; for then 

would the unhappineſs of the perſon I 
eſteemed be an addition to my own, 4 


my ſoul ſhudders at the idea, that it 


is my duty to ſacrifice every happineſs 


"Y 
nas the caſe now ſtands, I really fear, I 
_ ould be wicked enough to ſeek in that 
of my perfecutor my only conſolation, 
- Notwithſtanding the aſſemblage of evil 
properties, which had ſo: recently. been 
diſcovered in my diſpoſition, were with a 
proud affectation of humility obſerved to 
be ſufficient entirely to check the ad- 
 drefles of any other perſon :—alas! they 
wrought not ſo deſirable an effect on my 
_  perſevering ſuitor; and my dear deluded 
friend, perſuaded to credit his accuſa- 
tions, chid me with an aſperity, which 
from that quarter I was ſcarcely able to 
endure. Frequently do L think, though 
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in le world indiſcriminately to the wiſh 
of that kind parent, who has tenderly 
led me ſo far on my journey through it, 
to whom I owe the greateſt of all earth- 
ly treaſures, a virtuous and religious 
education; of the advantages of Which 
not even Melford can deprive me. 
Euxen after the departure of our very 
differently eſtimated. viſitor, I had the 
miſery not to. behold the leaſt relaxation 
either in the gloom of Mrs. Aubrey's 
countenance or the determined purpoſes 
of her heart ;—purpoſes which, like 
= thoſe to which her nature has been ever 
wont, have my ſuppoſed. intereſt for 
© their foundation; and whilſt they rend 
my heart, add, . to- the aum 
= - 4 my obligations. 
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But a new and formidabl charge has 
bt hook alledged againſt, me, which, a8 it 
= was not in my nature to deſerve, I was 
1 wn? unprepared to meet. 
A beautiful token of friendſhip from 
1 the 1 Lady Kiely, Who. is leaving 


1 ———hiire, 


C ty | 144 IT; 


« * » 


— i hire, to kn her abode in chat 
part of the kingdom in which her fami- 
ly reſides, proved the innocent prelude | 


to the tremendous ſtorm © which was 


about to burſt over my devoted head. — 


The preſent was an elegant ring, en- 


circled with brilliants, with a device in 

the centre, executed in hair, repreſent- 
ing the goddeſs of health raiſing» the 
head of adrooping lily, and benevolence | 
crowning her with roſes. ' An obſerva. 
tion on the extraordinary” improvement 


which a few years had-produced i in this 


ornamental little art, was not an unnatu- 
ral conſequence of the admiration” it 
excited; but When my honoured friend 
expreſſed a wiſh to eompare the work 
: manſhip of it with that of the unfortu- 
nate lecket which had eeſt me ſo much 


regret already; no roſes ddeked my head, 
but the thorny Were" bes 0 Mei in 


4 my heart. . 0 Nenne | 14} T6 Ni ** 
tr What 1 is the Mütter r cried Mrs. 


Aubrey; ; affecting ſome farprize” at my 
—— heſitation ; 4 
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e 
helitation; ; for is well knew, I had no 
| ſuch example to produce. 

Scarcely knowing what I did, I knew 
myſelf on that, till now compaſſionating - 
breaſt, where I have been ſo long accul- 
tomed to look for 198; his rat of 19 80 5 
EPR. 

« Can you, my "Uk ama; nid 1, 
<« pardon ſo groſs a careleſſneſs in your 
child, as could ſubje& her to the loſs of 

any pledge of your affection?ꝰꝰ 

& Loſs en ſhe with anger 
in her eyes * you will be kind enough 
to inform me, when and n os 
loſt'it I preſume ?*?, 4 

„In my laſt return from London,” 1 
9 tremblingly replied. ; 
„ Away !”. ſaid the, «I can pardon » 
| any thing but deceit. Dare you look in 
my face and ſteadily repeat what you . 
have now declared ?? 

How have I forfeited” fald I, 1 a 
i heavy heart, & a confidence, which the 
| moſt trying incidents of life could never 
have prompted me to abuſe ?” | 
t  :G-- « And 
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6 And you really loſt it nm 
in your laſt return from London 5 19 922 


7 interrogated . 


.* Indeed I did,” I rob fh re- 
1 pestedz « Mrs. Bolland was with me at 
the time, and had I immediately attend- 


eld to her remarks, I believe I might 


have had the good: fortune to bo 1a 

it.“ | | | 
«A very plauſible tat 1dsed . id 

my dear protectreſs, under the fatal pre- 
judice ſhe had conceived—* but you are 
Foung, though apt enough, I fear, in 
artifice. Pray do you ſuppoſe me ſo 

| weak, as to require any other ſupport, 

| beſides the futility of ſuch a pretence, for 

= ſuſpicion, to which I have been moſt 
reluctantly obliged to yield? Was there 
ever ſuch an unreaſonable auſterity in 
my conduct towards you, as to make you 


afraid of mentioning the loſs of an inſig- 


nificant bauble? But 1 will ſend. for 
Bollend, and if the corroborates your 


"IF, 85 


ta). 


At this unexpected, this ds: i 
ing blow, I tottered to the next chair, 
which was ready to receive me; and I 
believe the linking of my ſpirits was miſ. 
1 conſtrued into a confirmation of ON 4 
guilt. 
When Bolland was PUR REY on 
whoſe evidence I ſecurely relied for my 
juſtification, to my utter amazement and 
_ confuſion, ſhe denied all recollection of 
the accident, with ſuch a ſtare of igno- 
rance, as was almoſt enough to make 


me believe, I had been in a dream my- * | 
ſelf, and' that the whole was a viſion of 15 


my own imagination. 


Is this, Miſs Worthy,” Fe 9 80 


my deceived friend, © the evidence to 
which you have referred me for a proof 
of your ſincerity | I wiſh with all my 
heart the fact had been leſs indubitable 
before. Farewell” —-.added ſhe —-. - 
„Would to God we had- never known 
each other, or that when next we meet, 
it were poſſible for ſome indelible im. 
: is G2 ata preſſons 


= ſelf. 


985 FR ; 


6) 


3 5 * . 7 
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preſſions to be entirely eradicated from | 
our minds,” ? 
I raiſed my eyes, but could not ſpeak; . 
- ab ſhe withdrew, —. perſuaded of my 4 


g. . „ E, 


fie 1 = 


"Hey day!” cried Bolland, fling 
= firſt moment of her lady's abſence: . 
mn What kettle of fiſh i is frying now! ? Is 


my "miſtreſs vexed at you for loſing : 
N 857 fooliſh gim crack??? | 


1 ſhould have diſdained, had I had 


ſpirits at that moment to have replied. 


„Well, well; never mind; you. may 
depend upon my veracity continued 


ſhe “ She ſhall not get a word of trutb 


from me—You know 1 ſwore never to 


blab, and ſhe ſhould not make me break ; 
my oath for all the gold in her ſtrong 


1 80 be it much or little, poor as I am,” 

Without taking any notice of an ha- 
act, little calculated to relieve my 
diſtreſs, I retired to my chamber, as 


Z ſoon as I had ſufficiently collected my 
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1 threw my poor netted frame upon 5 
Fo the bed, that laſt refuge of bodily infir- _ 
mity; but, alas! where is the downy 
_ pillow, that will lull the anguiſh of a 
breaking heart ? Repoſe, indeed, was 
not within my hope. All I ſought for. 
was to give vent to the anguiſh of my. 
heart; but even this conſolation was not 
in the compaſs of my attainment. / My 
ſorrow lay too 0 deer to find a relief i in 
tears. „ 
auch a Variety 5 refletions, . 5 
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tainty of having offended that beneſi- 
cence, without which I had never known 
| how to live, crowded altogether on my 
brain and almoſt overthrew my reaſon. A 
The word farewell! ſtill reſounded on 
my ear, and appeared to me as the dread 
ſignal of a final ſeparation. In this per- 
| turbed ſtate I drew Mrs. Leſlie' s letter 
from my pocket, and carefully reconſi. 
dered the contents. All her conjectures, 
notwithſtanding the prudent caution 
e with | 


and fears, together with the diſmal cer= _ i 


[ 


_ 
— N = 
— 0 —_— — — * 


— . — ,, « — , ̃7§¶ͤ 'N ̃7§,̃ : r 
** — ä — S - : K > 
TY 1 ; g < 5 


with which hay were ; accompanied, 5 
were ſoon realized in my mind, and not 
a creature in the houſe, except the dear 
miſtreſs of it herſelf, eſcaped a tinge from 
the falſe colouring of mine. Had it not 
been for the infignificance of Bolland 
and Suſannah my foſter· ſiſter, with the 5 
àbſence of the latter, who had juſt left 
me to paſs a fortnight with her mother, | 
my ſuſpicions would have been fixed up- 
on them: even the blameleſs heart of 
the benevolent Woodley, Who knows 
not a deſign but to oblige, nor an enjoy- 
ment but in the happineſs of others, did 
not elcape the injuſtice of my fears; but 
ber own placid countenance diſp elled 
| the jaundice of miſtruſt, and TAR that 
moment 1 firmly reſolved neyer more to 
be guided by fo miſſeading a ſentiment. g 
II made an excruciating pain in my 
head an unaffected excuſe for my non- 
attendance in the dining-parlour. In- 
deed under the unhappy © circumſtances, 
to which the. cance; of fortune had. d 
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rs me, it would have bans an act 


q of temerity and preſumption to have ob- 
| truded myſelf unbidden, where I knew 
my appearance would give pain: and 
| Mrs. Woodley, according to her wonted 


attention, in conſequence of my abſence 
from the table, tenderly reſerved a ſweet- 


f | bread, delicately grilled, and brought it 
up ſtairs in her hand with a glaſs of 


orange jelly, in order to ſeduce, if poſ- 


ſible, my retrograde appetite to the per- 


formance of its duty. The effort was 
not ſo effectual as it was humane: but 
her good offices were not ſo eaſily re. 
pulſed; ſhe then applied her aſſiduities to 


the relief of the mind, from whence ſhe. He 


ſoon perceived my abſtinence originated, 
and was ſomewhat more ſucceſsful.i in the 
attempt. 
Lou will wonder at the a 
n in my opinion there is ſomething pe- 
culiarly ſoothing in this good woman's, 
Viet and e mode of canlelations. | 


6. Come, ; 


ßpourſelf? For though theſe old fools 


there is one, who ſees into the ſecrets of : 


E: 68 
_ Come, come,” faid ſhe, &« never 
pine away your health at this rate; it is 
a bleſſing not ſo ſoon recovered, let me 
tell you : beſides if you make yourſelf 
ill, you will be the death of madam in a 
trice, and then what will you think of 


have thrown her 1nto ſuch a pet for the 
preſent, ſhe loves you yet, at the bottom 
of her heart, as well as ever ſhe did, take 0 
my word for it. They know very well 

that ſhe will beſtow upon you a princely 
fortune, that you are young and good- 
_ natured, and that they may tutor you as 
they like, or they would not make all 
this fuſs about you; but I hope to the 
Lord I ſhall never live to ſee ſuch a ſa- 
crifice; for though I am not given to be 
very profuſe in profeſſions of this kind, 


all hearts; and I am ſure, were you my 
om child, J could not be more anxious 
for your welfare.” And, dear worthy 2 
_ foult a tear "one from her eye, 
i 1 Which 


N 


. ö which & ſhe endeavoured to. conceal; but 


I aw, and never ſhall forget, this tender 


4 teſtimony of her ſincere good will. 


% How, ſweet, ” ſaid I, © how chear- 
ing is the voice of friendly ſympathy | 


but, alas! though it may for a moment 
calm the troubled ſpirit, it cannot ward 


off the impending blow of real misfor- 


5 tune. 1 feel” continued I, „notwith- 


ſtanding my ſincere gratitude for your 


1 kindneſs, that every effort is inadequate 


to the reſtoration of my peace, to eraſe 
the deep impreſſion, which the fatal 

word farewell from the lips of my be- 
nefactreſs has indelibly engraven on my 
heart. My God!” exclaimed I, almoſt 


W in a ſtate of diſtraction; 6c for what am 
I deſigned ? Whatever may be her wiſh, 
it it be not already too late, I am deter- 
4 mined implicitly to ſubmit to it. 
5 could welcome calamity in any form, 5 
chat would enſure to me the TRIAD. 1 | 


her affections. “ | 
In the name of patience,” . ſaid Mrs. 


3 Woodley, | 0 what do you mean: would : 


„„ you 


e 20 
5 | you FOTO yourſelf to a whole life of 
ge Ou Kane”: 


« Mean?” replied 1; « OTIS 


not what I mean; or 0 I have to ap- 

prehend. Tell me. candidly,” aid I, 
for mercy's ſake what is your moſt 
8 favourable interpretation.” 


* Pſhaw, pſhaw; never frighten your- 


fe about nothing” returned ſhe, inter- 
rupting my complaints“ I cannot ſay, 
but madam did hint ſomething to me, as if 
the did not care to ſee you again, till the 
x affair of the locket is explained, or till 


you will comply with her wiſhes; but 


what ſignifies what is ſaid in a paſſion : - 
to tell you the truth, only I have 
been afraid of making you more unhap- 
_ © py than you are, ſome devil incarnate 
has been writing her a pack of lies, 

about ſome fellow that you meet in pri- 
vate by the river-ſide, and to whom they 


have the wickedneſs to pretend vou ove 


om. =D: | 
1 blood 1 ran cold through" my veins; 
0 1 could no longer doubt that 

| Bolland 
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; againſt me, L no leſs trembled for its 
© conſequences, well knowing, that fall. 
hood and calumny are never ſo danger- 
ous, as when they reſt upon a uten 


RF 71 1 


Bolland was an inſtrument! in the plot- 5 


„„ N | 
“ But "FE malice i is "fo barefaced, ” 


added ſhe, 25 it is n put out of coun. 
W tenance.” 


But I have . my own voice to | 


: | offer in my defence;” faid I, trembling, | 
1 4e and 1 have ſo tad 1 its 
inefficacy.“ 


« Did you never rock of your. loſs to p 


any one; did you not mention it even * 
y | Mrs. Leſlie?“ 


„ No, alas! m replied I; « 8 


childiſh. timidity, which cauſed my re- 
W ſerve towards her friend, prevented me 
from mentioning the circumſtance to 
ber.“ | 


N Nor . it- by — to 0 


15 0 We A 
e « Bleſs 


any of your ſchool-tellows ?”? till anxi- , 0 


1 72 3 
KW « Bleſs | you, blels you, my belt el 
2 friends! ” exclaimed I, in an exſtacy— 
. have reminded me, that Miſs 
WMeſtburne is acquainted with the event, 3 
and is T am ſure poſſeſt of a letter of 
mine treating of the ſubject. O] give 
me the pen and ink, I vill write to her 


© this inſtant.” By the next poft, I ſhall | 


receive an incontrovertible proof of my 
innocence, in one inſtance. at leaſt, and 5 
that I truſt will ſuffice to invalidate the 
other accuſations, 1 have been fa : 
| bricated againſt me." 
Hold, hold,” ſaid "the, you. os 4 
not be in ſuch a hurry; only recollect 
yourſelf; the mail does not 8⁰ 125 till to· ; 
 mottow you know.” 5 
Dear heart! how unfortunate!” — — 
exclaimed I But my fate is in ſuch 5 


an unkind mood at preſent, that it 


Ng arms itſelf at all points againſt me.” , 
Fe for ſhame,” —ſaid Mrs. Wood- 
5 e What a deſponding tone is that! 
e the 1 ang does every ming ſhe 
can 


W 


; 9 | WY 
| l 9 
2 Ox W - DE 
K can to begu 12 m me nde ciental MY "00% — 
* of this At moment. She divides | 
- her time between our common friend and 
* * myſelf; and were her influence capable of 
72 


_ reinſtafing me in the favour which I have 
innocently forfgited, I ſhould n have 
to lament ſo cruel a reverſe of fortune. „ 
As L Fro. fick or unhappy, I gro ow 
poetical. Who would covet numbers, 


our griefs? Indeed Mat the is a very 


5 tender nurſe with me, is the Muſes moſt 

5 i endearing property: Having ſo mel . n- 
choly a time before me; I yeſterday em- 

ployed my too meditative brain in mea- 

; ſuring fyMables. I found the effort of 

2 bling the doleful detail, of my 3 to 

3 the laſt; fo that, after all, I have but a 

3 bare moment left to tell you, I am ſtill | 

"= an outcaſt from maternal love, and to 

cechort you, as you pity, to haſten to re- 

3 | heve, your eyer-ſincere friend 

| 0 WORTHY, 

Fi. . IM How 


it they only ſerved fon the enumeration of 0 
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. e is Lars tdi < | ſt . 
Ie mix'd ſenſations, which pervade gi 


The irritated mind by forrow way a 
By pain-corroded gad by anguich Gn, EIN 
. Seeks to repoſe the weight on friendſhip' 8 . . : 
Aid ſteal from ſympathy | a tranſient reſt; _ 1 
- But Heen?-all-ſeeing! in its wiſe decreꝶ + . KY 
_ Preſerygs you from the ts aim'd atme: ? | 
. For though with ev'ry nerve tuned to feel, 13 1 
And ſoothe the wounds compaſſi ion cannot heal, * *, 
Eben ſympathy eſcapes the pangs.unknown, 
8 Sigls but for others, bleeds but for her onn... 3 „ 
is to deſcriptionꝰs feeble force you _ 5 = 
 Weing yet a/ftranger to ſubſtantial woe. TOs 
Long may your comprehenſive ſoul — „ „ 
"Onlearn'd ; in the ſtupendous book of pain: 5 # "27 21 
'T hough charityWtends her genial ray, „ 
Ex ores through miſery's-vale the de way, 3 
A poverty's thatch'd roof and humble het, . . 
Tous the balm of comfort on the be! 0 
Of pain; undaunted by the horrid ſcene, Mn 5 
Il.̃)he zealous cherub, with a look ſerenze, N 5 re 
=—_ 'Her gen'rous plan purſues—nor turns alide | 55 
= Wworldly pomp, with phariſaic pride. FED 
Je ien the door where vahity and ſin 8 „ 3 


Are the true parents of the wqes within; 1 _ 5 a 
But, like the kind Samaritan the proves, uf „ 
Diſtreis alone all prejudice removes. 3 > 


Or when the ſickly ſaul's to error y r= | £4 15 
More earneſtly ſue makes the cauſe her own, 


Wirth added care new ſuceour deigns n, . 
>  .,Ynbounded mercy! takes in every want. 
Though unfeign'd charity is unconfin d. 
And gots n wah hi man "oy . 
„„ | | 1 4 


5 And turn in horror from the dreary wa 


7 N | j 
I ' * 1 : ; 
75 5 s 


Bid * eden into his ſoul and tell | 
What ſoothing, heav'nly ſenſations dwell 
"Jo its capacigus bounds, what zeal precedes, vs, 
What tranſports wait, what harmony ſucceeds, | 
x! execution of theſe god-like deeds, 
© For which all nations idolize his name” - 4. 
Ae ſtamp it in the unfading page of fame. 5 
All bounteous as he is, he'll then declare, 5 
There lies a treaſure, which he cannot fhare, 
Wnich ey ry ſubtle art of ſpeech defies, i 
Lives but with Howard, and with Howard dies. 
oy *Tis thus in friendſhip : words diſgrace the flame, 
Tarniſh the honours of its facred name. | 
Ere I the ſoothing union can expreſs, a 
| Your worth muſt fade, or I muſt feel it lei; 
* tis with all emotions of the mind | 
When moſt they' re felt, theyre leaſt he aefin's, 
Keen joy; pleaſure, happineſs, and love, 
Win all their ſparkling train, ſoar far above 
peer on $ 8 But Heaven avert my eye 


From ſcenes, which to contemplate, muſt wake 


All hope of comfort and content to come, 


| And in dark wretchedneſs complete my doom. 


Too prone's my ſenſe to linger o'er the paſt; 


W hich, ev'ry way I turn, lies (till before, 7 . 


8 And mourn thoſe bleſſings I myſt hope no more. 
But here I pauſe to {pare myſelf and you: 


Prudence commands -I bid my friend adieu; 


Adieu my kind, my everzyalued, triend } . 


" May: life? 8 be trealures on your ſteps attend. 


| © Thic ws wit before th rr dmil of thi eue nu. 


wropiſt! 


% 


| 


. * r wo 
TSS 


_@. 4 
r 
wy ns I AC ns 


$34 


_ Ha" 4 | BITES 


— of 1 * = I - N —— 
3 {YE P 3 ——— S— „ IT NR 
l ' PB 3 Roe TE ON ARE dE ener, Þ n = 


R — 


"7 
Y 
*. 
ws 
of 
"as 
; 1: 
7 
3 
4: 
> 
- "TY 
125 
”, 
y 1 
2 1 
1 
7 
In 
=] 
> 
* 
vm, 
en 
"i 
* 
5 
3 
22 
# 
Is o 
31 
3 
* 


1 
R. 

5 

* 
V1.4 
"7. 
9H 
#5 
* 
1 
1 

77 : 
8 

1 

( 


* SHES 
* - 1 IH * | A # 75 ; 
Wy ; 7 * | 
| 35 ob 44 | W ox a es f 


vn. Tt 


7 
a 


2 


5 LETTER 


"4 ** 


. O« alight Vaniſh * me not b ever 
from the place 1 have hitherto had the 


appineſs to hold in your regard. =, 


friend in need has long and juſtly been 
denominated a friend indeed—then what 
am 1 4 1 am not that friend you muſt -- 
not appl 
diſtreſs. © MV heart is burſting with the 
thoüght, that I am bereft of. the means of 


N ſerving you, my poor girl. My ferrent 


to me for the relief of your 


wiſhes are all I hav Yo offer von. Your 
letters are deſtroyed; not one of them 


remains that e can "Ye the ſmalleſt bell. 


24 AX 3 1 # 


%. % *- 7 


tn) 


from henceforth abominate the ſight of 


the vexatious rayages of that ugly ani- 
0 mal, without the ſmalleſt forethought of 


fallen on myſelf. Tell me yet, if there 
is any thing I can do to give you com- 
fort. Let me ſee — may I not preſume 


from the tablet of my memory, wich, 
from r not being overcharged with inci- 


portion « committed to its care, circum- 


are ſtill in your poſſeſſion, will certainly 
. ſetve to corroborate our united evidence; 
and countera® the diabolibal machina- 
uns of the ſecret fiend, W 
Vouring to work the deſtruction of your 


R * 1 


ul oy: in your favour, | 5 1 ſhall 


a monkey! Moſt fincefely did I regret 
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any other ill conſequences but what had 


to addreſs myſelf to Mrs. Aubrey; and 


dents, is a ſafe repoſitory, of the ſcanty | 
relate every occurrence neceſ- 


E, fary for your vindicatio ? My anſwers 
alſo to your letters on the ſubject, if they 


o is endea- 
peace. Gratious en defeat the 


8 Mrs 
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1 Leti 8 kae pn; may be 


| by Een "bor were founded on that accu. 


- racy pf obſervation, of which few are ſo 5 


| capable as herſelf. What a pity. that * 5 
1 bas not been more explicit! Fit 


Ahl why did you not take my ale 2 pr 
: Fe is the ſureſt guard againſt de. 
- xeit, where there are no concealments, 

00, diſcoyeties arg "be feared, Iam 
hurt at theſe clandeſtine interviews with 


Manger: 1 know you, and therefore _ 


| 3 * am well aſſuped, that the motive „ 


wry leſs to wan * againſt Mk 


be which you are aftuated i is 4 good one; 
yet I cannot give the fame credit to your 


prudence. for facrificing Jour on wel- * 


fare to that of agerſon you never ſaw be. · 
5 fore, and who moſt probably is ſome 
- artful impoſtor, playing on your creduli- 
7 7 and e a 195 to the bene. 2 
volence of Jour Do not meet * 


5 him again, 4 2 ."y ll but it is 


oy madneſs to mi wi enemies wit fc 5 
| 1 Power! 


Wy. 9 


. Is W = 
. a weapon againſt PIP Do 5 9 
be not ſuffer even your good deeds to riſe 
» up in judgment againſt you. 1 would 
7 not reſtrain your charity, but extend *. 
to yourſelf, who ſeem to be the only ob- 
ject of its diſregard. Be Sracchfal er 
trifles, for they „make up the ſum of 
human things, and 25 the little 
ü ſprings, which moye the great axis of 
By hes fate. By « obſeryinl | of Wh abt occurren- Fi f 
cés, vou may perhaps diſcover the true 
baks of your diſtreſs. There is, thefs 
© muſt be, ſome cauſe, beſides the unfortu - 
nate impreſſion you have made upon the 
4rigid heart of Melford, that wars againſt 
- your. Peace... Alas! that I can do no- 
thing but lament your di Hculties, that 1 
can only ſay, I pity you, Selima,—O! _ 
ho painful is the thought! Surely your | 
next will be fraught with better W - 4b 4 
Ib: You know how 1 feel for you, and will 
| ide Ene, 7 Al en as to bare 
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Madam. What can be the matter? 1 
dare not think my heart 18 always a cow- 
ard, when your happineſs is in doubt: 
ut I you deſpiſe ſuch weakn 
-and you ſhall hot be tormented with 
by r me, whoſe practice and duty it has 
ever been to ſtudy nothing but your 

4 « pleafure: no, no, it ſhall lie unnotie l 
in my -own dc hgwever. I may 
wre . 1 will on mit no- 
1 ching to 3 
Live it comfort, | 


es, 7 By a af 
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we * Pesiltg to 0 1 *. at 5 
Hur wiſhes; with ſo fair a gale! yet 1 
had like to have ſpoiled all in my zeal!ñ 

to play my part effectually.— God knows |, | | 

the ableſt markſman may out- hot 

his aim by chance but do not fear, all 
is ſafe, and the poor | pigeon leſs likely 

to eſcape the toils Which entangle her, 
than ever. A day may bring forth - 
great things, and who knows but W 
morrow; ;--but I would not diſappoint 
you. The leaſt ſaid is e e, 
as the old ſaying goes. 5 
Here has been ſuch N ang — 5 
unt I know not where to begin to re- 
late them to you. Old Melford Was 

diſmiſſed, and your good ſiſter was more 

provoked than I had expected. I did 
mot think To much reſentment could 
have been enkindled in her nature it 

Fi e eee + But her 
paſſion hack bech rouzelt by an anony- 
woa. ſue received before; ſhe was 

ut ro He weren con- 
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4 * firſt I will give you a copy of Kitt's 
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: 3 Wee before-ſi EW 
which new ſeemed as fully proved, as 


if the beloved name of Leſſie mu. 
peared as a voucher for their truth. 
808 e bye got tt letters from 
that fly old dutcheſs, Which would have 


. the ſucceſs of our pr 


had they reach i dhe bamds they were 


_ deſigned for. The devil go with her 
1 but it has loſt its venom 
Wen of the way, no bi 


ant os the way to detect the cheat. The 
e I had nearly plunged into 'was— 


letter, for I think it is a credit to the 
lad: I am ſure: he has ſpared no pains 
About it. It was mp men 


6 except myſelf, in his houſe 

N myſelf acquainted 
5 * 5 Pp -manceuvres all along, but 1 
durſt do no more, till ſhe was too far 


- 
- ee 
- 


thal. Fw 


1 my power: to furniſh-him- 
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| RGIVE the preſamption- 
 Rranger,.: nor reject the warning which 
is offered to you, merely becauſe its au- 
thor is unknown. The future happineſs 
of a be „and, Thope, yet innocent, 
oung ereature is at ſtake. She: ſtands 
-precipic 
from deſtruction —ſave her from be- 
coming a; prey to oſition ws ; ro 
tuation! Iiip6fition, ſure | 

enough, to deceive, but without any at- 
traction to entiee. I am treſpaſſing on 
the aws of ip, | 


l ſeated, harmleſs ingtedients, it wab) | 


„ , MR8- ANNE, AUBREY, .- e 
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"An more feafible excule for {o wanton an 


indiſcretion: but for my part I ſhould 

=”. ſcorn to taks advantage ef. a romantic 
11 ac poor, without talents, per- 
ſon, or any one recommendation; ; unleſs 
ſuch a quality is attendant upon impu- 


But it grieves me to hear an illi 


a | dence and duplicity, in which without 


doubt he has obtained an extraordinagy, 


peat, to hear ſo deſpicable 2 1 ah | 


15 pressminence: It vexes me, I 


f boaſting. amongſt the very loweſt of the 
people, of favours ſo unworthily, though 


f ſo laviſhly; beſtowed; laughing at the 


. 


dupe, and: oſtentatiouſly diſplaying the 
fruits of his matchleſs artifice for ſne 
clothes him, ſhe gives him bread, and he ; 


wears at this moment a locket a his 5 


85 peg en has b a 2N a 


Wh  iefolfs, * reef d 3 might have had, 


“ 


wh 1 have faid all that is neceſfary.— 
As for my veracity, your opinion of it 
can affect me only, as it is my wiſh to 
ſerve you j or I ſhould reſt the proof of 
it ſecurely on your on obſervations, 
which cannot fail to be completely Fo 
rouzed by the well meant MO 
of your ,unknown friend.“ N 
I am ſure, I little thought the lad 
could have expreſſed himſelf ſo prettily. 
The blunder I was running into was 
fret: being over anxious to keep on 
good terms with all parties; and as 1 5 
was cajoling the poor ſimpleton, I muſt 
be fo bewitched, for ſure, as to make a+ 
{lip of the tongue, and ſet her of writ- 
ing, forſooth, to her friend for a vindi- 
ation :—but, lack-a-day! I am talking 
to you Tor all the world as if you were 
here. Dear heart! what ſhould you 
know of a parcel of rigmerole ſtuff ?— 
and what occaſion is there to torment 
you with it? Nor does it ſignify a 
ſtraw, now the danger i is all over.. 
Wor- . Write 
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"I 8 6. 3 os Il | 
Write ſoon, to ow my pech 2 
 fions, for the love of goodneſs, my dear 'T 
Madam, and rely ſtedfaſtly on the con- 8 
ſtant ſervices of your ever- faithful 
„ REBECCA. WOODLEY. 
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Uns. woodiiv: 


W ONDER no INE at my filence : : 


- lated. No; I have raved, but it has 


all the advantage I have derived from 


teſted. 


that devil incarnate, Peggy 1 always 


8 rage and diſappointment have over- 
whelmed my faculties. Vet, to have | 
ſubmitted tamely to the treachery, my 
ſenſes muſt have been utterly annihi- 
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deen in vain: I have been defrauded 
and betrayed. Gowarth is dead, and 


his diffolution is, the removal of an in- 
eumbrance which 10 90 beart bys long de- 45 


With the connivance 2 aſſiſtance of Ty 


1 „ 


1 


— 
r 5 r 
2 8 


<8), 


thought her a devil, 8 n he ) 
fitter for my purpoſe—but I have been 
| deceived, and puniſhed for my eredulity. 1 
Through her diabolical contrivances, 
another will has been privately executed, 

and I am bereft of every ſhilling of that 
of property, which, but for my own folly, 


would have been irrevocably mine.— 


Vou indeed forewarned me ;—would * 
had attended to your precautions. I 
believe you are honeſt - to your own in- 
tereſt at leaſt; ; and I expect no more 
= from” woman. Go on and proſper: 1 
— do not underſtand your ſchemes, but 
5 ſhall eſtimate and reward them, accorde 
175 ing to their ſucceſs. EL; : 
To burn with vengeance, 27 * one 
it 2 16 obliged to ſmother; nay, even to 
fear and fawn upon its object; is not, 1 
1 imagine, the ſituation of the bleſſed: "73 
but it is mine, I am ſtill i in the wretch's ; 
power. Peggy knows me even better 
than thyſelf—refle& on that, and pity. 
No, Tech, 1 renounce, ſo groveling 1 
5 ſentiment. 
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LETTER IX. 
Aw 


SELIMA | 


333 
MISS WESTBURNE, 


MMbrxr. my J alia, f ſtill wum 
ſtill encompaſſes your wretched friend. 
* hat it accumulates, however, is an evil 
of which 1 ſhall not long have reaſon to 
complain: the meaſure of my woes will 
* ſoon be full, and in a few fad hours I 
| hall be no more Selima Worthy, but 
the wife how my hand trembles !—of 
Mr. Melford. For mercy 's ſake do not 
i blame, but pity, this laſt effort to ap- 
peaſe the wrath of a rigorous deſtiny. 
 _ _ Surely I have been very wicked! indeed 
L have not ſubmitted with that unrepin- 


— a 
Ing 
u * k * 
4 - of I > 
| : ” - - 
* 


"A 1 an lich i 1 dhe duty of a 
Chriſtian, to the will of Heaven. Blind- 
4. ed by proſperity, I forgot myſelf. An 
: * Almighty Power Has e me — 
the dream. „ 
Ik I can make ü imelligible, I 
will relate to you the unfortunate events 
which have been the forerunners of the 
dxead cataſtrophe that is now become 
inevitable. O, my friend! any thing | 
gut this, but the love of Melford, and 


other rod I could with humility: have 


_ embraced; but from this my el recoils 
0 * horror. 23 
#$ On Wedneſday laſt 1 0 any = 
[ 8 allowance through the hands | 
8 of the ſteward (as I have eyer done ſince 
4 my return from ſchool, owing to the 


delicate conſideration of his miſtreſs, 
| who wiſhed to take from it as much as 
© poſſible the appearance of a gift) and in 
performance of a promiſe, from which, 
bad I ſeen your letter, which is now Þ 
WH TOE gr Ts put 


$i the diſpleaſure of my benefactreſs; any ” 4 


repented of having acted right. Yes, I 


am not aſhamed to ſay, I went to meet 
the ſtranger, though not at the ap- 
pointed hour; that, unfortunately, had 


but juſt: ies 0 eue ne 
huonour have receded, I repaired to the 
wood behind the garden. I have no 
triend, Julia, but a clear conſcience,. 
and were I to forfeit that, I ſhould be 
poor indeed. Nog: greatly as 1 have 
ſuffered, a gracious Providence has never 
permitted my heart, in its weakeſt mo- 
ments, to upbraid me, nor have IT onee © 


elapſed; the officious friendſhip of Mrs. ; 


it was well meant, but ſo ill timed, as 


to involve me: but I will r 
Diſtreſs will e 


er be importunate while 
I lament moſk bitterly, I cannot blame 
the temerity which at once has plunged 
me into the abyſs, on whoſe flippery” 


verge I have been long ſuſpended. | The 
poor creature, preſſed by neceſſity,” and 
$ AY a a et with trem- 


bling 


> Woodley had unavoidably detained me; _ 


„ 


bung fobtſteps preſumed. to approach the Ki 
8 and even ventured to conceal him- 
ſelf behind a little ſhrubbery, not twenty 


yards from the window of a ſtaircaſe 


Which leads to Mrs. Aubrey's dreſſing- 
room: and as I haſtily paſſed, to my 
infinite terror and aſtoniſhment, he dif- 
covered himſelf. Shocked as I was, 1 
neglected not the purpoſe of my en- 
gagement, which having accompliſhed, _ 


I would precipitately have retreated ; 


but, tranſported with gratitude, and 1 in. | 


attentive to every precaution which-rea- 


| ſon would have dictated, he ſeized my 
hand, kifſed it with vehemence; threw 
himſelf at my feet, and, in ſhort, ated 
a part ſo conformably to che unjuſt in- 
ſinuations of my ſecret enemy, that the 


fatal conſequences were inſtantly antici. 


an os t and Een da at | 
ole. extingyiſhod. i in a y brouſt; and 


reſentment adding ſtrength and ſpirit to 


5 che . I ſuddenly n myſelf ; 
from 15 
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"Hom his gui) but upon turning ka, . 
And caſting a timorous look at the ſtair- 
caſe window, when I met the piercing 


eye of my incenfed parent only conceive 


what were my ſenſations; they indeed 
were poignant, yet I was not guilty. 
Ik̃)bere is the balfam which has hitherto 

mitigated the anguiſh'of every wound : 
may I never, never. loſe it. Julia, let 
5 your prayers for me be to that effect. 


Following the firſt impulſes of my 


heart, I flew into the preſence of my 
. judge; forgetting every former, I thought 
only of extricating myſelf from the pre- 
ſent, difficulty: but confeſſion was the 
only means for my acquittal, and I was, A 
Without violating my vow, unfurniſhed 
| _ either with confeſſion or defence. What 
alternative was there left? A puniſh: 
ment was denounced againſt me; which 
I had no longer the fortitude, or per- 
a | haps I ſhould more properly expreſs my- | 
. ſelf, were 1 to Tay, _ r re to 


* 


MV 


1 


Mð dreaded ſuitor received an invi-. 
tation for the evening. The hue-and-. | 
cry after the unhappy culprit, whoſe 


ſuppoſed crime was that of having merely,; 


been the inſtigator of my former diſo- 
| bedience, was no longer proſecuted. 
with any care, and I remained the only 
victim of a ſecret and unmerited malig. | 
nity. How is it poſſible, that I, who. 
am incapable of forming a wiſh againſt 
the peace of any one, can have drawn 
upon myſelf ſo cruel an animoſity? Yet 


that ſuch an one exiſts is indubitable. 


On the receipt of your letter, which 
proves that chance unmercifully co-ope- 
rates with my evil genius, I ſhewed it to 
Mrs. Woodley, whoſe ſympathizing na- 
ture took a part in my diſtreſs,: but who. 
| hoped, like you, for its relief in the con- 
tents of your reply, on the ſubje& of - 
the locket. We went together to my 
writing deſk, but on the moſt diligent - 
ſearch, letter * aber date by date, this 
alone 
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Soren 


, 
S 3 
* —B ><; 


in! as I am a ſinner, ſomebody muſt 


© den Mrs. Woodl ye but. Heaven 2 


wm "£ 96 5 
F was not to be found.. wel!” 


| faid my worthy friend, ling up her 
| hands and eyes, “ what a world we live 


got a falſe Key to your eſcrutoire.” 


e ene I, confirms what 


Mrs. Leſlie has ſo often hinted.” 
. * And what I haye long ſaſpe&ted,” 


forbid that I ſhould ever caſt forth a re- 
fflection that might ſtrike the innocent.” 
A very commendable caution”. aid 


Iz; „but here there is ſuch undoubted 
evidence of the fact—and yet it appears ; 
very ſtrange, as this was a mine! 
| unknown to any one but ourſelves.” “ 


285 r child !” ſaid ſhe, © have you 
_ never Ave that walls have ears ? Aye, 
and eyes too, when chere 8 D 1 


will uphold them“! “ 1 
„Well,“ ſaid I, gung, « it is of” 


no ſignification now—-F am a poor de- 
voted wretch, and a thouſand letters, a 


thouſand teſtimonies i in wy favour, were 


* inſufficient 


TE 
8 nfiitient to preſerve me from the i im- 5 
7 pending ö 
e That they are, if you marry Mel. 
| ford—Then you will be loſt indeed,” 


ſaid ſhe. I would rather follow you 
to your grave, much as I dote on you,” 


laid the benevolent ſoul, „than behold | 

© you united for life to that old, miſerable 
; curmudgeon. | For goodneſs fake, pluck 
up your ſpirits, before it is too late.“ 


cc Tt is now too late, ſaid 1. * my 


bebte is given, and the ties of grati- 
tude and duty are the inviolable ſecuri- 
ties for its performance.. 


As 1 ſaid this, Mrs. Woodley was 
called away, and I received a meſſage 


from Mrs. Aubrey, expreſſed i in the ten- 
dereſt terms, to equip myſelf elegantly 
plain for the reception of her expected 
vifitor. I ſhould hate myſelf, could any 
_ - requeſt but one proceed from her, with . 
which I could feel a momentary reluc- 
tance to comply. Write immediately, I 5 


5Y * * 


jos, ure you." 
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= 5 What a comfort to me at this mo- 
ment would be the receipt of a letter 
from Mrs. Leſlie! Muſt I fear ſome 
. unfortunate accident has befallen her? 
or am I deſerted by every body but 

pourſelf? Vou ſee how inevitable is 


* 


nn fate—Let your pity be Proportion- 
8 ably extended. Ah! never let me be 
dleeprived of the conſolation of your | 
friendſhip, under any name by which it 

may be my deſtiny to be called, whilſt 1 


1 5 
7 a 


_ deſerve. to retain A 
. SkrTIñA WORTHY, 


„ PEI 


10 > L * 
a». a — 

# 

* 


f 7 *% . 
I — 7 * 8 ; "7 
* 3 
* ” 
„ 7 4 
3 . 
* Fig ” 
» 4 * * 


* 
"©: Ye 


r 


my 


TTTT—T0T—T—TV— Nap es 
ee er _ 
— — l. — 
— — — - — — a —— — ——— — 
" 7 2 ” ny To. 1 ” CO R © _ * 
* 
x. % 
* 
- 
** 
WS . 
* 
* 
1 
* 
4 
” e 
2 
Þ * 
I 
a % 
I * 
— | N 
* 
— * 
kei e 


* 
v » 
iN 

- 


'To 


uns. GOWARTH,. 


ou ſhall have conſolation, my ho- 
noured lady. What a noble ſoul do 
you poſſeſs, to bear you up againſt ſo 
cruet à diſappointment — 0! that tze 
vile wretch, who has deceived you, 2 
were to be conſigned over to my chaſtife. + þ 
ment! you ſhould not lack the gratifica- ; 
tion of your reſentment. | Here you have 
no ſuch treachery to apprehend. Far be 
it from me to boaſt of a fidelity, from 
which-it-is not in my heart to ſwerve # 
yet would to heaven that all your depen- | & 
dants were equally faithful 10 your inte- 
* . K 5 pO reſts.” * 


uf 
42 ; 3 .- 
y %* | 448 
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reſts. . What will not zeal and 1 
trrence accompliſh, if they are ſincere? 
on my conſcience they may remove 
wountains, like the faith one reads of 4 
in the holy Scripture. 

Be of good chear, my en madam: 
though one great enterprize has failed, 

another little leſs important has been 
crowned with all the ſucceſs you could 
defire. I have worked my way through 


every difficulty, and ſhall reap the glori- [ 
ous reward of my endeavours. Do not - 1 


miſinterpret my fooliſh manner of ex- 
preſſing myſelf, and regard it as a mean 
and unneceſſary ſpur to your well-known 

überality. No, no, it is the delight of 
having been ſerviceable to my beloved 
miſtreſs, which is the moſt valuable of | 
5 all rewards to her devoted ſervant. 

The girl is gone, never to return to 

5 che houſe of her deluded friend. I will 
Rake care of that, do not fear God 
| knows, I was in ſuch a quandary yeſter. | 
"248 * would 5 8 1 


e- the little deceitful gipſey did not veer 
4 about, like the wind; and if I did not 
re MW think ſhe would marry the old huncks 
=. at laſt, I wiſh I may die, ſinner as I am. | 


1 gave all up for Ibſt; arid, what was 


1: Vorſe, thought I ſhould never dare to 
. look you in the face again: but as good 
luck would have it—when the dreaded 
moment was arrived, madam's courage 


of ſomething venomous, and I will be 


ef Silded. th 
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began to flinch, and when ſhe was order- 
ed to preſent her hand, where her heart 
could never be its companion, and promiſe 
to confirm the gift before the altar on te 
morrow, ſhe made an effort to obey; 
but the ſtruggle was in vain; her lips 
4 trembled, her face grew pale, and, over- 
come by a diſguſt which I verily believe 
ſhe had earneſtly tried to conquer, ſhe 
ſhrunk back as it were from the touch 


hanged if I wonder: though the pill 
muſt be plaguily bitter indeed that 1 
could not ee, were it t ſo magrili- | 
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_ It cannot be. It is impoſlible to ſub- 


peaſed when ſhe has been thoroughly in- 


. {a 102 * 
E 1 n had the recovered the” 
power of utterance, than ſhe faintly cried, 


due the ſenſations of the heart, or to act 
entirely in oppoſition to its dictates. ; N 
"tha I want the reſolution, which . 


perhaps it is my duty to exert.” _ . 
Perhaps was an unlucky word ( 5 HH hk 


- herſelf I mean) as it implied a doubt, 
Which was very offenſive to your good 
1 who can muſter up a little = 
4 occaſion, and is not ſo eaſily ap- 


6 8 8 


cenſed. The pride of the old quiz too was 
alarmed. For my part I have wondered 
how love could have gained ſuch an au- 
_ thority in his breaſt to keep it ſo long in 
ſubjection. The antiquated maidens al- 
ſo felt their dignity affronted; they had 
conceived, that their brother was con- 
ferring, not ſoliciting, a favour, when he 
condeſcended to beſtow the name of 
Mielford on a girl of obſcure origin, who 
had not even the meaneſt to + +a 


> > „ wi wt Ay AL 


A C 103 % 

In ſhort, ſuch a ſrene of confuſion was 
ſtirred up, that, I think, even you, 
madam, muſt have compaſſionated the . 
deteſted object of general reſentment. _ 
She was not however ſuffered to re- 
main long a frighted witneſs of the 

flame ſhe had enkindled. How I chuck- 
led in the blaze! but Miſs ſoon received 
an order to retire, . which, although it 
| was not iſſued in the moſt affectionate 
ea, ns, I doubt N 5 ar e 
raed not relate to you what fol n 
pro and eon, upon the ſubject. Our 
gueſts were full of indignation, and ex- 
patiated with more bitterneſs than was 
reliſhed by the lady whom they addreſſ- 
cad, who cannot bear her favorite to be 
blamed with acrimony by any one but 
herſelf: whilſt my ſighs and groans for 
 Indiſcretions, which have no foundation, 
but in my own invention, 2 current a as 


a new woe gry the n. 
: The 


7 — 


— . ——— — — _ 
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8 „ 0% 
The anonymous letter, ies curious 22 


adyentare' in the garden, and every thing. 


tat could tend in any degree to fully 
the reputation of her darling, ſhe kept 
as lily to herſelf, as I could have done, 
were your intereſt to be promoted by 
my ſecrecy.— What a pother dò people 
keep about deceit—yet where is the bo- 
ſom that will not freely give it welcome, 
when there is an opportunity of making 
any advantage of it. No ſooner were 
we left alone, than the poor ſoft heart of 


our good lady began to waver, and was 


almoſt ready to ee into al its 
Wan tenden... 
, Dear: child!” faid ſhe, 1 fee, he 
Vould fain be dutiful if ſhe could—per- 
- * haps I haye been too precipitate. / * 
powerful emotions of the heart are not 
ceaſily ſubdued, eſpecially at eighteen.“ 


Very true,“ ſaid I; 5 and for that 


reaſon, Lfear che more the deſigns of that 


2 impoſtor, who meets her in pri- 
"i * is a pity but he. were found. — 
. 


. 


5 ESE 
ö » 


— 


* ( 10s I 
Dear, dear! how ſtrange it is that ſuch a 
ſenſible, well-educated young lady ſhould 
ſtoop to ſuch a mean connexion! ſhe 
might better, ten to one, have fixed her 
affections on John the butler, for he is 
much the moſt ſightly man, if Imay judge 
from the glimpſe I had of the wretch, 
when you called me to * * 
| window. 5 3 LAY 
- Her conduct in Fry affair hes _ 18 
"= unpardonable, I confeſs,” returned your 
filter: © yet may I not have been in 
fault even there, and may not lenity be 
a more probable preſervative from 'the _ 
_ conſequences of her folly than Wee ; 
and ſeverity ?”? 0 
I ſighed, but dad nothing, le | 
rally on theſe occaſions contrive to 
crow ſuch ſignificance into my counte- 
nance as ſeems to ſay, I know more 
man L think it generous to diſcloſe, and 
anſwers better than the fineſt language. 
I failed not to caſt forth a well- timed 
- hint o or two however, though they were 
8 7  ynneceſſary, | 


Unerelliz! as 6 4 determined to ſec ate 
* against che chanees 0 another N 
Aite! digg eretly eontethed. to 44 
mier a powerful doſe of laudanum, 
Without which your poor ſiſter's agitated | 
| ſpirits would not have permitted her to 
_ reſt, I wiſhed her a good night, and 
went immediately to Selima, whom 1 
found piouſly kneeling at her bed ſide— 
dhe is very religious, I muſt fay, which 
is a fine thing to be ſure; and I truſt 
Heaven will kindly reward her for it; 
25 humbling her heart to a proper con- 
mity wich the n it ond as allotted. 
< „She W5 haſtily c on my lende prbf. 
ed my hand, and looked pitifully in my 
face, with the tears ſtreaming down her 
cheeks all the while, but without utter- 
"ing: a ſyllable; 1 dellere in _ foo 


it was not in her power. © 
Sweet babe!” ſaid L y {bien FR = —_ 
. EG for. you then leading her to 
i 'Y 


2 deat, and ai pte by her ſide, 
and heaving a ſigh, as deep as if it had 
been ſincere, we remained gazing at 


one another like two ſtatues of deſpair, 


till the poor dupe, Gratitude, foreing a 
paſſage which Miſery could not find, 
exclaimed, . You are kind, very king 
indeed; you. do not. deſert a wretch, be- 85 
* W ſhe is unfortunate.” Wk 


. 


66 Goodneſs forbid I hould,” cried I . L 


© But, alas! my child, L have no com- 
| fort tq beſtow ; inſtead of leſſening thy 
i affliction, the cruel taſk i is mine to 9 
ent to all thy wounds.“ : 


And a, taſk: 1t was. indeed, to 1 . 


5 her,. that ſhe had but two hours-to-con- 
tinue in that houſe, which 'T warrant 
Madam had pride enough to look upon 
ag her own, in ſuch a manner as to 
: leave her ſtrength withal to comply. 
| She did not- ſcream (as I 5 
dear her hair, or throw herſelf into hy- 
ſtericks; ; on the contrary, her ſpirits 
5 fonk under the 1 and the mewed 


ts * 1 * 1 5 | . ? . 4 "> : = 
' , * 


. 
2 8 r l — E : 
P . PT 
; — 5 — ADORE — — — — — . 8 CA eee AA CA ˙ I CCC —— — . 
X I f 1 * 7 2 0 Ae — 7 * ” I > 2 * — i Þ . — — — = . 8 8 - - a = 
. . we, = 1 : * . N N l * . A 

- a a » 4 c f 2 a G >. | . 2 1 

- f . I b * : P 1 * * IJ +," 

> ALS WEE = e * ; 1 A TS. Sn, — 
: y p *. - . : . i 2 1 

© y 5 * 1 * - _— 
. , 5 5 7 6 5 = __ 2 * 


"1 168 ) 1 
no ry of: her ſituation, except by | 


entreaties for permiſſion to take a laſt 


farewell of her benefaQreſs : but that 
would have made a fine concluſion to 
all my ſchemes at once; ſo 1 turned a 
deaf ear, as you may knots: to her 
petitions ; and, ſoothing, lamenting, and 
pitying her all the time, I contrived, 
| with the help 6f Mrs. Bolland, to whom 
for many kind offices I am much be- 
holden, to hoiſt her, about twelve 
o'clock, into the London flage, which : 
paſſes within half a mile of the gates. 


J endeavoured to cajole her with a par- 


cel of falſe promiſes of a ſpeedy return 
and the like, prognoſticating that Mrs. 
Aubrey would ſoon repent of her un 
Kindneſs, and fo forth; but all to no 
purpoſe: her thoughts were too deeply 
buried in affliction, to notice any thing 
that was faid, and ſhe ſeemed to care as 
little as ſhe knew, what was to become L 
, Ve" her. But T could not find in my 
heart 


% 


every now and then breaking out into 


4.0: D- . od. My. My v 


heart to turn the creature quite adrift | 
in the wide world as it were; ſo 1 flip: 
ped a direction into her pocket, with a ut 
Une or two to old Ephraim Gregg, his IJ 
5 late Honour's grocer in the Haymarket, 
„5 in order to ſecure her a welcome, tell- 

= 5 ing her all the while, what a kindneſs I 

| | was doing her: but whether ſhe heeded 38 
KF wor not, J cannot pretend r + 0 [il 


Heaven forbid I ſhould do any body 
> more miſchief than there is occaſion for. F 
J What 1 have done already was no more 
i than what my duty demanded from me, 
# and 1 am ſure I ſhould have been a very 
. wicked woman to have negleQed it. 
L had once ſome thoughts of diſpoſ. 


* ing of this incumbrance at an eafler 
— YH 


rate, and in a manner which would have 
t pur her 1 more effeQually out of our way. 
One morning, as Selima had been vi. 
| ſiting the poor neighbours, and 3 
ing their children to read, which” was a 
cuſtomary employment with her, the re- 


turned home terrified out of her little 
en-! . 
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5 vits, having met with a drunken Lord 
in her walks, from whoſe impertinence 


the could ſcarcely. extricate herſelf. So, 


thinks, I, this man, has dropped from the 
ſkies for our purpoſe, to. be ſure, and ſo 5 
I put on my bonnet as ſoon as I could. | 

: flip: out, unnoticed, and went to ſee what ; 
intelligence I could pick up; but it was 
too late, the people could tell me very 
Uttle about the matter. A ſtrange gen⸗ 
tleman had been ſeen i in the village, and 2 


that was all I could learn: but ſince 


then 91 have diſcovered that he did not 
come without an errand; for as be 
could not ſucceed with the miſtreſs, he 


bas taken away. the maid, it ſeems, who 


05 Selima thought Was gone to viſit her 
Cs mother, and I did not undeceive her, 
but was heartily thankful that the girl 
Vas out. of the way, as the. was too giddy 

to be truſted with our deſigns. Wh 


; When the) important buſineſs of taking 
| Jo" of our young traveller was ended, 


| Me Bolland. her . the 143 


r i 
ks d 5 | * 3 b 


„% wet bot 6s 


85 . ( 111 hy 
6; and iel, fat down to congratu- 5 
late each other over a bowl of punch. 
A ſervant naturally hates the name of a 
toad. eater, eſpecially" if they hold up 
their heads, and give themſelves the 
| airs of a fine lady. For my part, I 
like to treat ſuch ſort of people with re- 
ſpect; it always turns to account, be- 
ſides, I hope I ſhall have too much grace 
ever to forget, that but for your kind- 
neſs I might have been little better than . 
one of them myſelf. AED 
When we had Gniſhed our e TY 
3 and my companions were gone to bed, 
1 betook myſelf to pen, ink, and paper. 
It was not for me to waſte the precious 
eee in dozing on my pillow, when 
I had ſuch joyful tidings to want to 
my honoured lady. _ 


33 Bieſs me what a drone mall have 
80 been! Madam's bell is ringing for her 
4 breakfaſt as I hope to be ſaved. What 
l, | N , a fihe flutter there will be, when her 
. 5 tea-maker is not to be found. Well, 


ðͤ nn 


ven, I ſhall fupply her place right vil. 
wg, or any other, that can prove Nl 


bow much I am my reſpected miſtreſs's 
ever obedient ſervant, | 
| REBECCA WOODLEY, ; 
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ad Gon $ELIMA WORTHY | 
ISS WESTBURNE, 


MR. EPHRAIM GREGG'S, GROCER, HAYMARKET, 


How painfully you will be ſurprized, 
my friend, when you ſee ſo unaccount- 
able a poſt-mark accompanying the well- 
known characters of your poor Selima, 
I have been here eight days, and fre- 
quently have I thought I might till find 
IP a tranſitory comfort in communicating 
2 the fullneſs of my ſorrows to the only 
1 breaſt which I know will have compaſ. 
ſion on them; but I could not avail my- 
5 elk of the never faling ſolace. I can 


* 


1 * 8 3 
2 CEA 


do nothing—if I ſpeak I weep—and 4 
| even now my tears waſh away my words, = © 
| almoſt as faſt as my pen can write e. 
i Julia, I am humbled: to the duſt from 1 
whence 1 ſprang. God bleſs you! If 
my mind ever recovers any degree _ 
tranquillity, you ſhall hear again from 
OOO Ea pl OO 
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SELIMA WORTHY, ' 
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= dis bs ales. ent. 

Such a hurliburloo, through the houſe 

and all over the country Mrs. Anne 1 

fell from one fit into another all the day 

long, and had it not been for the effects 
5 of a double doſe of opium at night, there 

Would have been no reſting under the 
f with her. I hardly thought 
the would have fretted ſo deſperate F 9 
neither. It is wonderful that ſuch a little, 
cant chit could have taken ſo 
auch hold upon her heart ne bn 
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7 FER he wants that ſtrength of Far i 
for which eme of her family are ſo 
remarkable: one may wind her about A 
7 one 8 finger like x ribbon; 


But you may be ſure none of " this 


: poſt- haſte and rummage in the land” 


obtains any information but ſuch as I g 


| approve. | In the midſt of theſe terrible 

calamitiet, really it is laughable enough to 

| ſee ſuch a ſtir about nothing: it puts me 
in mind of the mountain in labour; and 

I cannot help ſhrugging my e at 

the folly I am witneſs of. But à8 1 was 
. going to fay, my fidelity has never been 


ſuſpected. It is my maxim never to 
have more cbüfederates than are abſo· 
lutely neceſſary, and to keeg thoſe 1 aye | 


5 _— in good humour. 1b £ ” 


It is expenſive to be ſure, but e is 


no being ſafe without it; and you ſuffer | 
not your dependants to lack the means! 
of doing credit to your Iiberality. Vour 


laſt favour with its , Nee g | 


"WO 225 by was moſt gratefully re. 
e808 V 


En 2 17 * 


ceived, though I have ſeemed IPO in . 115 


my acknowledgements ; but I had a ſub» _ 
ject which I knew would * more ac 
8 ceptable., 1 Bees 77 
It has Bae h 3 . * 1 
© the ſtroller accompanied our runaway ; ; 
5 and yeſterday, to put your poor ſiſter out 
bol her ſuſpenſe, I confirmed the report, 

by aſſuring her, they had been traced 
do a houſe of ill fame in London; corro-— 
borating the ſtory with ſome undeniable 
Fact, of my own creating by the bye: 
and would you believe it, the good, con - 
ſcientious ſoul intends ſending her the 


two thouſand pounds, which is the ſup - 


poſed value of the diamonds ſhe received 


| with her from. the cottage, for all ſhe 1 Mt 


: ſuppoſes her to be no better than a com- 


mon trull upon the town; and would 


have ſent her the trinkets, tchemſelves, 
| had not I, thinking they might make a 
very pretty addition to the family jew. 


els, for young maſter's: lady when he 1 


| marries, perſuaded her they would only. 


N mY »:; 


| be pawned for a Side ad that money 
would be far more uſeful. They might 


bring one into ſuch a ſcrape too, if they 


were claimed; and indeed they are ſur- 
priſingly handſome: they puzzle me 
whenever I think of them. Do not 
you remember, my dear madam, a great 
e e years ago about my lady 


P- 


's robbery by her own maid? 


You will think me very fimple perhaps, 


but I proteſt it often ſtrikes my mind, chat 


that very woman might be the mother 
of this minx, and left the caſket behind . 


her from the fear of being detected. 


5 I have taken care to get myſelf | en- 
truſted with the caſh, by faying 1 was 
| acquainted with an honeſt broker fitu- 


_ ated very conveniently, who: would do 
the buſineſs with great exaQtneſs, and at 
a flight expenee. The moſt generous 


people, as I ſee, have always an eye to 
| the main chance. I ſhall wait your opt. . 


nion; however, before I think of making. 
any diſpoſal of it. As for the girl ſhe 
FV . cannot 


„ N 
laid a heavy tax on her allowance, and 

it was but the day before her departure 
that ſhe paid her quarterly viſit to all 
her penſioners.Nay, one would think, 
all the folk were beſide themſelves 
Such wringing of hands and geſticula- 


| tions of woe! Iam not only obliged to 


weep and wail in concert, but to throw 
a few.pence amongſt them now and then, 
that their cries may not extend 'to the 
ears of Mrs. Aubrey: ſuch ſort of la- 
mentations might be too weakening for 

her ſpirits, and have other bad effects, 
Vhich require no explanation. | 
Indeed I do not ſee that it is neceſſary | 
to conſider the proud, little upſtart any 
further: the ſooner ſhe finds ſhe is not the 
fine lady ſhe thought herſelf, and learns 
to get her bread, the better. 1 

The miſchief is, your ſiſter will 0 

ſome account of her remittance from the 
hand by which ſhe deſigns it to be re. 
ceived. But 1 ſhall be e honoured with 
„ e 
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„which form any effec- 


tual obſtacle to the aſſiduities of your 
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"+ "SELINA. 


* "HERE are: ebe my v Selima? What 
new misfortune has befallen you, my 
dear girl? Sink not into deſpondency, 
ſiſter of my ſoul. The ſame Providence 
watches over the palace and the cottage," 
the country and the ciry—arid is ever 


awake to the prayers of the unfortunate. 


O!] that virtue ſhould ever be an outcaſt 
from the abode of bappineſs! dier Done? 
Four laſt letter left me unilde- he" 
apprehenſion of a very different, though : 
according to my eſtimation the worſt, 


evil which could oppreſs a generous 5 


Vor. * . mind.— 
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Mind. Wat indeed can tis" more ter- 
_ rible?—Painful as muſt be ſuch a reverſe 


bol ſituation, as you at this moment ſuf- 


fer, it is not an hopeleſs one: it may, and 
IT. truſt it will, ſoon be terminated by as 
| ſudden a revolution as chat by which it 5 
was occaſioned, = OY 
I wrote to you as uſual, and in ſuch ol 
ſtile! Heavens! perhaps the warmth of 
- my indignation towards your perſecu- 
tors, by falling into wrong hands, may | 


* encteaſe or perpetuate the difficulties in | 


which you are involved. Ah! why am 

I to be your evil genius, when I would 

| almoſt forfeit my life to enſure peace and 

_ happineſs to yours? : 
Would I had am ie 
he is a man of honour—His wife would 
not have wanted an aſylum to offer the 
friend, whoſe early tenderneſs. firſt in- 
formed her can _ * heart to nn | 
merit. e915 7 
IT You muſt want t money, I fear, Seins. ; 
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„ uns. WOODLEY. 


| Pars 74 bills \—The girl i is gone 
and 1 am eaſy—Let her take what is her 
on. I am not degenerated i into a petty 


- thief. Vet what can ſhe do with two. 


- thouſand pounds? Laviſh it on fellows. 5 


— ——  -}--- 


HBeſides, as you ſay, I do not believe it 
was honeſtly acquired at firſt, _ 
At any rate, one-half that ſum will de 


as much as ſhe can want, and infinitely i 
more than the wretch deſerves. Let 


the other be divided amongſt you; you 
who have planned, and they who have 
aſſiſted in the execution of, ſchemes 
which have been ſo proſperous in the 


* 42 4 * ve, 


Wee of * PR As for the 


receipt, 


0 5 0 


Yo receipt, a figure is eaſily altered, and my 
* fiſter is ſo credulous, that I am ſurpriſed 
you raiſe a * on 1 ſo trivial a foun- 8 
datigh. OT 

SGowarth's alter, with five little bay 
gars brawling at her heels, is come to 
take poſſeſſion of her brother's wealth. 


How I could rave! But I am tongue- 11 


| to. 1 ſhould go mad, were it not for 
the pious counſels of my ghoſtly father— 
but he is here, and I muſt lay down my 
pen. The Abbé Grouiſſon f is _ con- 


beit friend. 


Let me never more 00 ol Selima 
Worthy, and you will be and] ri- 
veted in the 1 heart of 

'LOUISA' GOWARTH. | T 
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Principle of WIR Wend a 
a promiſe, which my weak heart 
Een fuffer me to fulfil. I now 


feel myſelf completely wretched.—I feel 
that I deſerve to be ſo: I ſhudder to 

reſle&- on my. diſobedience. — Every 
- earthly comfort I enjoyed was the un- 
doubted property of my b benefactreſs; 
and I have preſumed to ele her will 
in the diſpoſal of it. 


1 
2 ws.” 


This reflection cuts 3 thank 1 


* 


A 


| 1 am baniſhed from her roof, and ; 
a is infinitely more terrible, I am 
_ alienated from her heart for ever, —Yes, 


Julia, I will not flatter myſelf—for ever! 
Deceitful Hope, with her facinating 


miles, ſhall no more undermine my for- 
titude, and render the frowns of misfor- 


tune more inſupportable. A fate ſo long 


arming agalnſt me, and ſo reſolute in its 
vengeance, will be as perſevering in its 
1 Gracious e Tuſtain 12 


i web let the vial of thy vengeance, poured 
1 On my devoted head, be poured in vain}? -—- 


I was ſent away at midnight, without 


a friend in the wide world to take me in. 

I cannot tell you any of the eircumſtan- 
ces of my diſmiſlion :--.indeed I was 
reduced at that time to a ſtate of infen- 
 fibility; and it now appears to me but 
like a ſhocking dream, from uur L _ 7 
13 yet perfect awake. 

- The only companion of my miſerable als 7 


: - 


8 0 even . . 1 2 | 
INE WY 


5 8 ſailor, «how! a ſudden 6 i 
+." N had hoiſted into a ſtage. 


coach. What different gircumſtances 


Mill often bring about the ſame event! 
Till day-break, he quietly occupied the 
oppoſite ſeat, ſoundly locked in the arms 
ol that partial deity who is very ſparing 
of his viſits to the unfortunate; and 
when by his firſt ſalutati6n--.< Whither | 


496 be you bound for, pretty one?“ 9 Ig : 


was firſt recalled to a full ſenſe of my 


. ſituation---the tears guſhing from my 
| eyes, and my breaſt agitated by convul- 3 


TR . * ndolence were adminiſtered intention- 


. 


_ tive ſobs, choaking up the paſſage to a2 * 


reply, had I had any to have returned. - 
I fellow traveller looked aghaſt, and 


with an artleſs concern he ſaid N 0 
offence in axing a civil queſtion, I hope. 
May -hap you have left your ſweet-heart 
| behind -you---well, well, never fret about. 
tat, they are yy 0 gs 1. 1 
Many s. with en dnn 1 
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ally towards my relief: 1 ad not W- 

in vain. Alas! the bleflings I have left 
are not the produce of every ſoil----they, 
exiſt only in the benignant nature bf 

that kind friend, whoſe protection my 

own 16 e "yy could baue for- 


Sou 7" r Baſed ae F | 

lament; F ene” * ge __ : 

: tear.” Pore ; 
Internal teas 1 a heavy en ; 
|  pver my-fenſes ; and though accidentally | 
- | rouzed Trete to the acute anguiſn 
bk recollection, when arrived at the ing, 


1 
3 
14 
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1 
9 
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where the paſſengers ſtopped to breax- 
fluſt, the coach-door being thrown open; 
I followed the waiter without knowing 
wherefore. But why ſhould I relate 
| every minute circumſtance, when all to- 
gether would ene! to * ale 
5 am wretched? + | 
No ſoondr was alighted i in this fcens 
A. of hurry and buſtle, than I was Sy | 
Fl fr the firſt time in my lite, with the 8 ö 
<5 | * terror 
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5 5 
terror . being alone i in a crbwd, which 
fora moment took place of every other; 


3 


_ Tome of me, had not, fortunately, 


| under the influence of that troubleſome 
? timidity which 


How 


| and 1 knew not what would have be. 


drew my handkerchief from my pocket, 

a note dropped on the floor, directed to 
Mr. Ephraim Gregg, grocer, in the 
ee which brought to my mind 

a a faint remembrance of my good friend 

| Mrs. Woodley's provident concern for 
me, on our mournful parting; and in 
the midſt of my diſtreſs, not being 


dreads to encounter 4 
"Rranger, merely becauſe he is ſuch, 1 
inſtantly hired a hackney-coach, 3a 
availed myſelf of the introduction with 
which ſhe had furniſhed me, It pro- 
ecured me a hoſpitable reception. My 
fears for the future were totally re- 
moved; or perhaps a moment's reflec- 
tion would inſtruct me to ſay; ſuſpended 
4 only; and I ſunk beneath the force A 


„„ 


other pain, but that of lookin 


back on thoſe which are for ever gone. 1 8 
I muſt endeavour, I know I muſt—it 
is my duty to uſe every effort to accom- 
f modate my mind to the ſtate which Pro- 
| * me. Tomor- 


vidence has allotted 
row I will ſeek leſs ex 
and inquire for work, 


. it a crime to ſay I am not very anxious? 


by all my ſufferings. 1 am much thin? 
ner than I was, no doubt; but that is 
© not ſurprizing, as I can neither eat nor 

a ſleep as I was uſed to do.1 | 
The family of the Greggs conſiſts of 


an old man, his ſon and daughter, who 


all ſeem to be oddities; ; but I have no 
ſpirits to obſerve their peculiarities. 
Vour letter fell into honourable Hands. Fs 
| The dear, worthy Woodley delaygd not 

Fo 5 ” 0, 


7 How many fad hours, my Julia, have 
marked their tedious round ſince your 
poor friend has known no other plea- SLE 


penſive lodgings, 
s the only means 
of prolonging an exiſtence, for which is 


My health remains, I think, unimpaired 


to tränſmit to me, , wich an/unviolated | 
ſeal, the valued pledge of my Julia's | 


7 love. Yet pardon, if I confeſs I e. | 


oed it with a ſigh from the cell 


ate Mrs. Leſlie. Her upaccountable 


neglect wounds me no leſs painfully than „ 


forgive me — Bu 


ich mat bear. 


are uſed to flow; ſo do not be concern&d 
at that: beſides in this inſtance a grate- 
ful joy was intermingled with my grief, 

- though I muſt own, the joy was only for 
- myſelf in the conſciouſneſs of {till poſſeſſ. 

ing ſuch a friend, whilſt for that friend 


the ſorrow. was excited. If you were 


- 
MN 


| my heart, that it was unaccompanied by : 
one from the pen of the late affection- 


l did 1 ſay? Heaven 
| I will no longer ener- 
vate my ſenſes by n on ee 


I have wept bitterly. o over "ha kind: 5 4 N 
oſure of your laſt letter, but my tears 


alia, We Jong) would Selima be 
1 5 eines 


— — 


n 8 
"+48. 
TRY 


( 1337 9 f 
: acquainted with the grim face of pover- 
ty? My heart waits not for arr anſwer | 
ö to the query. 5 
I am not much afraid of "Kh poor: 
the little that 1 can ever want, I have 
. ſurely abilities to acquire, or much kind- 
neſs and attention have been beſtowed _ 
upon me to no purpoſe. - Mrs. Woodley 
too intimates a probability of moving 
Mrs. Aubrey to appoint ſome proviſion ® 
for the once beloved child of her adop- 
tion; but I am far from wiſhing her to 
ſucceed, and have ſtrenuouſly oppoſed 
F BM he deſign. J feel a fort of pride Per- 
vade my breaſt, which, deſtitute as Tam, 
would almoſt prompt me to reje&, even 
from her, a favour of which ſhe en 
me undeſerving. 1 
Adieu, Julia; 1 cannot honeſtly ay | 
1 am leſs afflicted, but I bear my woes 
with more reſignation than when I wrote 
wt; and am invariably ant 3 
; friend, 
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MRS. WOODLEY _ 
' SELIMA. | 


"Mis 


— 


1 HAVE at laſt ſucceeded, my dear 
young lady, in the firſt with of my heart, 
as you might ſoon. perceive by the ex- 
traordinary bulk of this letter, Come, 
come, no ſqueamiſh ſcruples I beſeech 
you. You will find a thouſand pounds in 
hand better than the proſpect of earn- 
ing ſixpence a day, or ſome ſuch mat- 


ter, by your needle. Madam ſtood out 
a long while; but What! faid I, 


leave the poor child to ſtarve? You 
can never anſwer it to your conſcience.” 
„„ N 


| 


+ RETEIAHYLL 


”"S 


of 


*. 


. 1 
Nay, I gave her no quarter, I promiſe. 


you: : I am dependant on her bounty to 
be ſure, myſelf, with little elſe to truſt 
to, Heaven knows; howſomever I would 
do the thing that is fair and honeſt at 
any riſk ; beſides, where 1 am intereſted 
more even than for myſelf. I am get- 
ting into years; I begin to deſpiſe the 
World and all its vanities: but youth 
will be youth, as my poor Samuel uſed _ 
to fay, and we muſt make allowances 
for it accordingly ; ; aye, and a perilous 
ſtate it is. Lord ſend you well through 
it, for much I fear, though it breaks 
my heart to grieve you, that all my 
hopes are blaſted. Never was there ſuch 


unbending obſtinacy in the human mind. 
No,“ ſaid ſhe, © I waſh my hands 


of her for ever: I have given her a ſup- 
port, which is more than ſhe deſerves: 
let her never preſume to approach me 
more, nor will I be inſulted by her pe- 
titions, her profeſſions, her cajoleries: 
Lam n ſurfeited with her deceit already.“ 
Nay, 
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oath, when this money affair ſhall be 


completed, never more to have any in- 
tercourſe with you whatever; yet I think 


We may very innocently carry on a little 
ſecret correſpondence. Poor chicken! 
what wou'dft thou do in the wide world 


without one friend to comfort thee ? If 
it is a fin to break a vow that is forced 
from one, in this caſe it is ſo nearly 
a. kin to virtue, that I do believe I ſhould | 
not ſhrink at the commiſſion of it. Lack- 
may. certainly nobody is without their 
flailings in this world. I have my ſhare 
of them, no doubt, as well as other peo- 


ple; but ſurely to want mercy 1s not in 


. nature. | | . 
I have ſent an ee of 

the receipt of a thouſand pounds (which 
you will find to be the amount of the 


bills I have remitted you) ſuch as will 
be acceptable to our ſtill reſpected friend, 
a ending all her . 


N know 


( 137 N 
we: know you are a novice in uch mat - 
ters: ſo now you ſee you will have no 
trouble but juſt to ſign your name. 
Indeed, I am bidden to charge you 

not to add another ſyllable, but to ſend 
it under cover to me, for your very 
hand- writing is grown deteſtable. Bleſs 
us all! how times are changed! When 
will they come about again? 
Farewell my poor young lady; nay, 
nay, it muſt not be the laſt time I ſhall 43 
5 * age your well-wiſhing friend, 
| ©: "REBECCA ene : 
5 P. 8. I 1 been thinking that your 
beſt plan will be to place your little ſtock. | 
in the hands of your honeſt hoſt: he is 
a ſubſtantial man I am told, and as you 
have no other acquaintance, I do not 
| fee how you can do ſo well. If any let- 
ters arrive, you may depend on their 
being forwarded immediately. Madam 
' hears no tidings of Mrs. Leſlie, or I 1 


| would find out her direction for you. 


þ No longer Pipe, no longer dance, as 1 
„ 7 


156 . 
ſee, -Lord! Lord! how 0 are bene · 
fits en when they are no more 
wanted! Such is the way of the world. 
Nee encloſed in the foregoing : _ 
„ & T,ondon, 20 17— 

0 Nee from Mrs. Anne Aubrey, 
the REIN of loool. in full of | all ER 5 
as witneſs * band, | 
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MRS, wWOOoDLE T. 


IxILATTERED myſelf I was acquir- 
ing, though by flow degrees, a proper 


reſignation to the will of Heaven, which 
has placed me in a ſituation probably 


far ſuperior to that which was my birth- . 
right: but your cruel kindneſs! Ah 
why would you perſiſt? Such a dona- 


tion, under ſuch angry prohibitions, and 


marked fo pointedly with diſpleaſure— 


5 My dear Mrs. Woodley, do you think 


it was to be accepted without a bleeding 


heart, from chat friend whoſe boundleſs 


bounty was eyer wont to be the free. 
. . 


- 


— —— — . 
— 22 2 


— . 


3 
_ — — 


982 * « 
232 
E 2 < * 4 
. 4 mee * 
oy 2 — * l - SY 
8 aw r . . d 
P ccc 
rer ... 


* * . 
* "PIR "LY _ 1 8 a te — 0 a wie AMS 3 
£ : — — — * . S AIC LT S: 


mr 
= — — 

IDO — — rg — wy 5 — 2 

— — RICA => _ — N IE . 4 > bo, wy 

— a * — IS 2 - 

2 2 3 — * . nal — OS "- — 7 
Tr ag Py FORCES he AS > > JORIOR 

_ - - — GH " bong 
* TW a>, 4 wes 2 


— — Rs 
"% — — — 26. —_ — - J 
— . ¾ ↄ . ĩͤ r 
— IPRS — —. 
HIS AE EI A 
- wy — ſ— — 7 
6 2 1 — — —-— 


— 


64 F. 
will ering of a boundleſs rel: Tho 
the child of charity, I have a pride 


lurking in my breaſt that makes me ab- 
ſolutely ſhudder at the idea of receiving 
a benefaction, which is beſtowed on me 


with contempt, and of which I am con- 
ſidered as utterly undeſerving. 
Let I have ſigned the note you bat 


5 mitted to me. I have no pride, no 
power to reſiſt the deſigns of Mrs. 
Ann Aubrey. At the ſame time J pro- 
teſt to you, my o.] n induſtry would 
have provided me a far more deſirable 
ſubſiſtence. The words „ in full of all 
appeared to be very unne- 
_ . ceflarily inſerted. Alas! what demands 
has ſuch a poor foundling as myſelf on 
any individual of her fellow creatures? 
But J am, as you have juſtly obſerved, a 
perfect novice in the forms of law, and 
will not nee to doubt their . £ 


demands,” 


i Fern. ee 


My wilt I raſt is ati ilelfto 157 5 
: fortune: and even to this laſt ſtroke of 


. 


4) 


„„ 
rigour, I hope I ſhall be able quietly to 


ſubmit. Few indeed were the conſola- 


tions left me; and as the foremoſt of 


them, I eſteemed the power of hearing 
| ſometimes of the health and happineſs of 


the guardian of my infancy, for whom I 
ſhall, while 1 live, retain a filial tender- 
neſs. © 3) 


Do not imagine that I 89053 ſuffer you : 
on any terms to endanger the loſs of a 


real friend for the ſake of one, who only 


' wiſhes to be ſuch; or that I now regard | 


myſelf as leſs bound to obey the will of 
my benefactreſs, as far as I am acquaint- 


- ed with it, than if I had till the happi- 
neſs to be under the immediate obſerva- 


tion of her own eye. 


Do not think of writing, I entreat 
P it would only oblige me to return 
your letter unopened, and ſerve to ag- 
.  gravate the pain 1 already moſt Paas 17 


5 antly endure. 


The kind hint in your poltſeript aide | 
greatly my numberleſs obligations, --- _ 
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f As 1 Wy not; know that I can ROE my 


ſituation upon eaſy terms, and as I can 


now afford to pay Mr. Gregg's demands 


for a couple of rooms on the ſecond 
floor, I mean to continue where I am. 
Adieu, my dear Mrs. eee 


Though it is more than probable I never 
again ſhall ſign (yet believe me I-ſhall 
never ceaſe to feel) myſelf, with the 


_ deepeſt gratitude, your ſincere friend and 
"loner, 1 
N $8LIMA WORTHY, . 5 


e WE „ LETTER - 


[4 letter from Miſs Wefthurne to Selima is omitted. 
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- LETTER LXIX. 


 SELIMA 
710 
MISS WESTBURNE. 


5 I Begin to fear, my friend, the cloſeſt 
intimacy with affliction is incapable of 
i familiarizing its horrid form; yet my 
mind undoubtedly was acquiring ſome 


degree of reſignation: but the wounds 


not nearly cloſed have been newly irrita- 
ted, and are now more excruciating than 

ever. May I not ſay with the Royal 
Pfalmiſt—. O! that I had wings like a 
dove, for then would I flee away and be 
at reſt !”—ls it a crime in me, Julia, to 

_ wiſh I had never been? If it is, Tam 
yery criminal. 


Three ; 


„ 


Ihree weeks have I ſpent in exile 
without having once joined in the public 
_ devotion of the church; nor have I ſet 
my foot out of the foot" but I pray al- 
moſt inceſſantly in my own apartment: 
Indeed I do nothing but pray and weep. 
The family think I am a Methodiſt, and - 
1 am not without fears myſelf of an en- 
thuſiaſm ſtealing on my debilitated mind | 
but I will endeavour to regulate my 
thoughts I will affociate more with 

thoſe about me, and by and by, perhaps 
| ſhall have reſolution to force myſelf into 


the air. I hope I have ſtill too true a 


ſenſe of religion to ſacrifice my life, be- 
cauſe I am tired of it. No, my friend, 
you may reſt aſſured that I will not only 
ſtrive to preſerve, but to render it as 
8 as poſſible—deſirable it can 
never be, after what Thave ſuffered, and 
what I have forfeited. FOE Tt 
Before the late benen of my grief 
1 the little fortitude I had la. 
boured moſt ſedulouſly to eſtabliſh, I 
U—.; | | had 


C 
had dined three times in the parlour, an 


effort I can make no longer. Yet, when 


I tell you that the blow which has fo 


greatly aggravated my ſorrow is a gift Fs 
from the liberal hand of my maternal 


friend, ſufficient to ſecure to me an inde- 
pendency for life; will you not be aſto- 
niſhed at ſo extraordinary an effect? 

Ah! my Julia! the manner in which * 


Was given: I was deeply hurt - let that 


my conſequence is increaſe 


ſuffice . it is a tender ſubject. Would 1 
could as eafily diſcard it from 108 mind 
as from my pen. 7 
This morning 1 depoſited the Baie 
| fand pounds, I yeſterday received; in the 
hands of Mr. Gregg. Mrs. Woodley 
tells me it will be ſafe with him—which, 
as 1 knew no other perſon to whom I 1 
could apply on ſuch an occaſion, was 
very acceptable information: and it is 
ſomewhat ridiculous to mark how much 
d in his houſe 
by the confidence I have repoſed in him. 
As'the firſt inſtance of a change of man- 
e II. OO ners, 
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| nett; wiel 1 doubt in . end will 
prove more injurious to my peace than 
gratifying to my vanity, my baſon of 
broth was this day brought up ſtairs 9 3 
the fair hands of Miſs Gregg, who is 
vaſtly too refined a 

: _— to ſuch a menial office. 
My dada ſent me, Miſs,” ſaid ſhe, 


a lady to ſtvop- fre- 


gelben down the bowl, and ſeating her- 


ſielf in the window, to ſee vhat vas the 
matter vid you. Ve vas in hopes you 
vas coming amongſt us a bit. Dear 
heart you are ſo dull, it is quite a pity; 
vou might have loſt an only Oy 150 ap 
the moan you makes. 
ch!“ ſaid I, the tears guſhing 88 ; 
8 my eyes at the inſinuation, you are very 
right, I have indeed loſt a parent--#hat | 
is the true cauſe of all my ſorrow. ? 
4e Vell vell,” ſaid ſhe, trying to con- 
ſole me, © and if you have, Death you 
know muſt happen to every body one 
time or other. Hey-day! but how hap- 
"mw it“ . at my N « that 
+ ON 


* 


N 


5 4 147. 15 N 
Th 500 have not 0 yourſelf in mourning 


for him? 1872 I think on it, I be- 


heve your ſex (meaning ſect I ſuppoſe) | 
do not vear Ny; for the death 


of a relation.“ 


„ Peath,““ ee L cis not FOYER 


taſtrophe that has torn from me the 121 
* whoſe loſs I am lamenting.” 


No! Vhy then never fret Jeuner 5 
5 tone the matter: he vill ſoon fetch you 
11 home again, take my vord for it. Da- 


da often talks in that vay himſelf, and 
ſays, he muſt either turn brother Tommy 


and me out of doors, or be turned out 

of doors himſelf, for our extravagance; 

1 but, dear heart! it is nothing elſe but | 
talk. Laws! vhat rare fun there yould 


be, if he vas to do ſuch a thing! and 
vhat a fine fuſs he vould be in till he 


brought us both back again! Tommy 
is a great rake, to be ſure—that he is; 
but as for me, I only loves to be a little 


5 genteel, like other people. But I gueſs 


Ih Wan muſt be a 0 the caſe with 
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vou, Mig. 4 am a ſite FIR dada ould © 


5 never grumble at you for ſpending his 
money, if you . no better than 


you does now.” 

Being terribly at a loſs how t to carry 
on ſuch a converſation, 

0 Appearances are not always tobe 
: truſted, I careleſsly replied. * | 


„O ho! then,” ſaid the, infignifi- 


 _ eantly,—*'then 1 finds all is not gold 
that glitters. | Vell, I do not like vou a 
bit the vorſe. You have been fond of 


ſmart clothes, I varrant, as vell as other 
folks, in your time. And may be you 
are not a Methody neither, though you 


| look ſo after all.. 


. To ebnfeſs the truth, 1 40 not pers 


84 bea) ynderſtand the term,” aid I. 
„en mo! Vell; if ever I heard t 


kel I thought every body knowed 


| That: the Methodys vas. 7741 17% 


80 far can aſſure you, ene I 
I, that my conſcience will be perfecti / 
fſatisfied, if I can perform faithfully the 


duties which the church enjoins.“ 
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4 « Vby, to de ſure,” mths Miſs ; 


Gregg, © it is wery right for every body 
to go to church: dada would not miſs 


a Sunday, if it vas to hail, rain, or 
| ſnow, I believe: And indeed T ommy 
and I makes a rule to go vhen the vea- 
ther is fine, for vee alvays takes the chay 


-  outin the evening to ſome pleaſant party 
or other; ſo von trouble of dreſſing 


ſerves for both; and vhen von has good 
clothes on, the more they are ſeen the 


better, you knows. Really, now, I 


know you are a church-woman your- 


| ſelf, - and ſo godly too—T vonders you 
have never had the curioſity to take a 
valk vith us, vee have a wery pretty 


pew in the front of the gallery, and 


many of the quality comes to St..“ 
Hefore had time to apologize for ſo 


extraordinary an omiſſion, the maid tap- 
- ped at the door, and informed her young 


| - miſtreſs, that her father and brother f 
waited dinner, e 


9 3 „„ ce vell 


0 13 * 


« vel ib, ſaid the, ai,” * 1 
"wow a great favour to beg of you, vhich 
is, that you. vill drink tea vith me this 

| afternoon: I am to have ſome young 

ladies and gemmen to wifit me, be- 
fore any new lodgers come into the 
dining-room; and I am ſure you vill 
like them waſtly, if you vill but come 
and meet them. There is Miſs Mills, 
the great milliner, at the corner; ſhe is 
an exceeding perlite young lady, and 
vorks for many of the tip-top people, I 


1 aſſure you : then there is Miſs Morton, 


the great oil-man's daughter, over the 
vay; ſhe is wery pretty behaved too, 
though ſhe does not come up to Miſs 
Mills: but there is her brother Jemmy ; 
he is the comicalleſt creature—laws how 
you vould laugh to hear how vitty he is: 
do you know he has engaged me to dance 
vith him at the next Iſlington afſembly ; 


he is monſtrouſly the tong, I do aſſure 


you; but dada vill be out of patience. 
5 ; ; Ta Vell ; 


AT -; xgr © , 

ven Miſs, . ſay you, I hope vee 1 
have you amongſt us?: 

e I muſt beg to be excuſed,” replied 

13 * ſhould be a clog rather than an 

acquiſition to ſo agreeable a party. 


That is fo fooliſh of you now; 


vell, 1 cannot help it you knows: peo- 
ple that have their own vay they ſay, are 


likely to live the longer, howſomever 1 
vill come up to you, and tell you all | 


the news ven they are gone.” 


Ko Lucy } vby Lucy! I fay,” cried he 


father in an angry tone, at the bottom 


of the ſtairs. So away Lucy tripped at 
expectation 
of her viſitors. I cannot ſay that her 
volubility had proved a very powerful 


laſt, full of ſpirits, in the ex 


_ reſtorative to mine. The ſeveral ſpeci- 


mens I have had of her excellence in 
tis talent, make me dread the conſe. 
. 2 of our growing intimacy, to 
which an alteration in my way of living, 
chat muſt neceſſarily take place ſoon, 


5 will more PRC "_ me. 


At 


L 2 
= . 2 
* — of — — ä ä — —. 2 — 
323 . 2 __ 
„ ts SON co Art «> ares, 


— 2 8 8 
wo N — 5 * 
* "4, "of — 
—— a a> 1 . 1 
* * eo i par a4. Mages REG IEIIPS * A * 2 ow &. 1 as 1 
* 4 — — 0 ——— SS. cs — mn — é —— — ä ů —— 
. - _— 2 — . — r — * — 
* = 2 — _ — _ — — 2 * * at — 
EE —— — — 


— INDEES 


— =_ —_ —— — —Aͤd 1 
— AS, — —— —-— ni, RATS oa oe P 
WEE. a. ea cog — —̃ñ — — — — * 


r 


* 5 
2 IC 8 a 
- — — 2 5 
— 1 — - 
2 Ce — - — 
4 ee i re ae 
* 
_ 8 
ab -, > 
n — — 


At the firſt We 1 aired a tides 4 
hind pounds to be affluence inexhauſt- 


able, to one whoſe wants and wiſhes are 


ſo circumſcribed/-as mine; but on a 
| © nearer calculation, I perceive the utmoſt 
frugality will be indiſpenſible to reſerve 
to myſelf the gratification of having a 
mite to ſhare with the diſtreſſed: this 
conſideration will, therefore, as ſoon as 
my ſpirits have again recovered ſome | 
degree of compoſure, confine me to the 


entire uſe of only one apartment; con- 


ſequently I mult. be under the neceſlity | 


15 ol Tpending a much greater portion of . 


my time in the family ee | lp ft: 
Excuſe this long letter. Writing to 
you makes up the ca ſum of ny Plea- 


how freely you would indulge in any 


| - conſolation; even at the expence of wo 468 


218 own d happineſs, the poor deſerted. 


„ 2 "8BLIMA WORTHY. 

p. 8. The fight: of this encloſure will 
not, now: 1 truſt, offend your eye: * 
would 
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5 ON E word. more, my dear Madam, 
on the old ſcore, and I will venture to 
undertake, that the deteſted name of 
_ . Worthy ſhall never again. ſully the cor- 
reſpondence with which you condeſcend 
| to honour the humbleſt of your ſervants. 
Bure never was the like ſeen! If this 
Thi baby: faced chit has not carried away 
Pour poor ſiſter's wits along with her, I 
_ will be hanged. Such a time 1 have had . 
| Abandoned even as the is ſuppoſed to 
be, the ſweet creature muſt be received 
15 re with open Ws, and if ſhe would 
. 


cs) 
only be ſorry for her Liales, they ſhould 


be forgiven and forgotten as though they 


had never been; but I, to be ſure, being 


fac-totum, and the head of every thing, 


as a body may ſay,” was to be the inſtru- 


ment of her return, as 1 had l 


been of her departure. 
But hold, hold, thought EI am not 


ſuch a novice as that comes to neither 
I ſhall not knock all my own ſchemes in 


the head at once. It was to be my pro- 
vince you ſee, to ſound the inclinations 
of the minx---intimating that ſuch a 


counter-revolution (to ſteal a faſhionable 
term) might poſſibly be brought about, 


if ſhe would promiſe fair, and ſo forth, 
before ſhe was to- be honoured with the 
notice of her offended friend. I ſet my- 


ſelf accordingly to the taſk: forthwith, ; 
and as you have made me a pretty ex. 


| _ pert pen-woman, and I can fill up a ſheet 


of paper as ſoon as my betters, without 


much trouble, I provided two letters, 


735 the fame | in outward ſemblance, though 8 
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. within light and darkneſt could 1 not be 
more oppoſite. One was for the inſpec- | 
tion of my poor ys dhe other * her 
rage wo in Þ 0 
1 directed them both like a wol PR the 
care of Ephraim Gregg, but not without 
a r deſign even in that. Madam had heard 
me ſay before, that he was the perſon to 
whom I was obliged for hunting her at 
the coach-offices, and tracing her foot- 
ſteps, till ſhe took up her abode in a 
houſe of notorious ill fame. This I can- 
not ſay was a type of. my uſual circum- 
ſpection - yet I did not fear its being of 
any bad conſequences---but I was pla- 
guily out-witted where I leaſt expected 
it. I thought to be ſure nothing could 
be more eaſy than to exchange the 
letters in proper time -but, as the devil 
would have it, when I had given one of 
them into madam's hands, it muſt have 
5 been the devil himſelf, I believe, that 
could have conjured it back again. She 
. not even let me ſeal it myſelf, 


( 157 > 


though he borrowed the pretty corneli- 
an your ladyſhip gave me, for the pur- 
poſe, and the letter-bag being brought 
in at that unlucky moment, I ſaw the, as 
I apprehended, fatal letter, hurried 1 in an 
inſtant out of my reach for ever. 


Little would my falſe key avail me in 
ddt diam: before I could flip out of 


che room unſuſpected, the boy was got 


twitter I was in; and what, my dear 


lady, do you think was the only chance 


to fave me from utter ruin ? Why the 


poor ſimpleton's own integrity farſooth, 


By way of ridding my hands of her at 


once, in my laſt letter I had with feign- 
D ed concern informed her that her bene- 
factreſs had peremptorily forbidden any 


further communication between us, at 


the ſame time offering now and then to 


venture at the infringement of ſo ſevere 


a law. In conſequence of which, Miſs 
was ſo pious as to declare that no conſi- 


deration ſhould induce her to open a F 
Vol. II. * letter 
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letter contrary to the commands of Mrs. 


Aubrey and i'faith ſhe has kept her 


word to her own deſtruction, and our 
50 triumph! Dear, dear, what an eaſy taſk. 
it is to cheat thoſe, who have never been 
practitioners in the ſcience themſelves. 
It was this very hope that made me ha- 
zard a right direction, for, thinks I, E 
the girl ſhould be ſuch a dupe as to 


throw away her bread- and. butter for the 5 


fake of her conſcience, ſuch a letter re- 
turned unopened, with the certification 
of her own hand- writing to boot, would 
molt effectually lay my poor lady's mind 
to reſt; and in cafe her curioſity had 
rotten the better of her ſcruples, I 
thought I had taken good care, that ſhe 
ſhould not have anſwered it. However, 
all is well n, and my ene 4 
over. 5 n 
The bod ſpirits of your poor, nerv- 
ous ſiſter, are ſunk again to the loweſt 
ebb. . Ireally think ſhe will not long ſur- 


vive the loſs of this s ſycophant her con- 
| "Ryton 2 


4 * 
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itution ſeems. to break daily. — Welt, 
if ſhe ſhould ſhorten the term of her own 


5 exiſtence, who is blameable but herſelf? 


ls it not a great ſin to make ſuch a rout 


about a creature that is not of one's own 


| fleſh and blood? I wiſh I could get the 


will the has made in her favour into my 
— Þ ut I 


clutches once, and then - 
muſt go warily to work. 


I hope you have received the jewels : 
ſafe; that buſineſs was neatly executed, 
though I ſay it, that ſhould not ſay it— 
I ſent the girl a receipt, wherein the 
ſum was only expreſſed in figures which 
were eaſily altered. Your ſiſter won- 


dered ſhe had not ſeized that opportu- 


nity, humbly to return her thanks, and 


ſue for forgiveneſs---but I had taken care 
of that. 


By the advice of the ſagacious Mrs. 


Leſlie it ſeems, Selima had never been 


informed of the riches which belonged 


to her. All theſe wiſe ſpeculations have 


been much in our favour; and what 
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( 160 ) 
with pho and a little well-applicd dil 
gence, in another quarter, that ſhall' be 


nameleſs, we are at laſt ſafely arrived at 
my dear Madam, which you ſhall ever 


form, may be crowned with the ſame 
ſuccels, is the fervent prayer of your ever- 


faithful and affe@tionate ſervant, | 


REBECCA WOODLEY, 


 LeTTIR 
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PE — 
 SELIMA 
1260 51; 


| MISS WESTBURNE. 


Miss Gregg was true to her appoint- 


ment; and after a melancholy day, 


with ſpirits exhauſted by the acute re- 
grets which muſt for ever be the attend- 
ants of my moments of reflection, I was 


compelled to liſten to a tedious recapitu- 
lation of vulgar chit- chat, ſtupid jeſts, 


and envious ſarcaſms. Miſs Mills was 
too fine -her hat was quite new---to be 
ſure it was very handſome---but mon- 

ſtrous unbecoming.-it was wonderful 
hau ſich as ſhe could afford to dreſs out 


in ch a manner.“ 
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In ſhort, I have the misfortune to be 
a favourite. The diſtinguiſhing honours 
of boſom friend and confidante, are 
much againſt my will conferred upon 
me. -Poor filly girl! and to make the 
new dignity, with which ſhe has inveſt- 
. ed me, more inſupportable, ſhe is in 
love - and jealous I perceive. Have I 
not real diſtreſſes enough of my own, 
without bearing a part in the i imaginary 85 
ones of other people? Yo 
| -I delayed not, in purſuance of your 
= | adidas to deprive myſelf of the power 
\ of living conſtantly alone, by giving up 
+ one of the rooms, which I had incon- 
_ ' fiderately hired on the unexpected im- 
provement of my finances, and for the 
- week paſt I have invariably breakfaſted, 
dined, and ſupped, en famille ; no in- 
_ conſiderable taſk indeed; and yet, as 
you ſay, vexatious trifles may now and 
ll then divert a thought from more ſub- 
I ſtantial pain: but then compariſons ; O! 
= Te compariſons will force themſelves 
1 on 


0 1763 ) 


on my mind! Could I once forget the 
paſt, 1 might endure the preſent. Do 


not be angry Julia; I cannot all at once 


controul my feelings. I hope you do 


not really think me ſo wicked, though 


you are ſo cruel as to ſay fo, as to en- 
courage a diſpuſt againſt every thitig | 
about me here, becauſe it is different 


from what I have before experienced. 


Though you may doubt the ſincerity of : 
the aſſertion, be aſſured, I ſtill feel my- N 


- ſelf actuated by the natural wiſh univer- 


ally to pleaſe; and were it poſſible for 
me to be pleaſed with the objects that 


' ſurround me, 1 am too ſenſible of the 


bleſſed effects ſuch a metamorphoſis muſt 


accompliſh in my favour, not to add 
every effort of my n to bring about 


the event. 


Thaugh Miſs Gregg's violent W 


nay threatens me with much diſcom- 


fort, you would, J am ſure, applaud 1 my 


earneſt endeavours to render myfelf de- 


AE of it: _ 1 confeſs If 
nh cerely 
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| cerely TY to have been ſoared: the 

participation of the, to me unimportant, 
ſecrets of her heart: : but that was out 

of the queſtion, : 
The poor girl's brain, i is boa with | 
the thoughts of the Iflington aſſembly, 
and her dear partner, on Monday, next. 


|  O!! Julia, how my heart has danced at the 


expectation of a ball! Could.I wonder 
then? Far from it; on the contrary, I 


enjoy a ſympathy in her delight, towards 


which. I RANG had FE ee to nt 
The contents oli my: tome; hoe were 


3 civefully tranſmitted to me by the orders 


of my sh. 1 n no o longer ſay 
Mamma. ot 416-51 [4000308 
. Amongſt the a were PER eee 
one of which is particularly elegant, 


being her gift. What indeed have 1 


ever poſſeſſed, that does not come under 
the ſame deſcription ? but this was by 


| eclebrated Mrs. D— 
15 5 only 


— 


—; the other was 


only 8 | by.mpfelf, bur i 18, ad 
newer, and I flatter myſelf, when I have 
altered the pattern to a thought, which 
has occurred to me, it will be fully as 
pretty as any of its competitors at the 
Iſlington aſſembly, and poſſibly better 
adapted to the occaſion than the one 
more richly ornamented. The preſent 
has been joyfully accepted, and I have k 
found a: tranſient pleaſure in the midſt 
bol unceaſing miſery. I am buſy tooz _ 
indeed T begin to hope your recipe will | 
prove more efficacious than my glootny 
imagination would at firſt acknowledge. 
I find that trifles, if -encoutaged, will \ 
force themſelves into an importance, in 
credible to a mind abſorbed in teal e- 
lamity, that unaccountably clings even |} 
to the rod which ſeourges it, and will .' 
not try to be relieved. —- © 4 
Still T hear no tidings of Mrs. Leflic. ” 
What am I to think? I am loſt i a 
wilderneſs of conjecture; yet I will hoffe 
that dear good woman is not for ever 1 
. | = [| 
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deſerted Selim. She was indeed 
mother to me; but for mk bene 
i Whither am I wandering ? Ph 6. 2611, 


— 


7715 loſt to this urig Mo aw ih. 


Old Gregg and his ſon Thomas are 


; ch an original in his way. I will ſtudy 
their characters, and make a trial of my 
deſeriptive talents for your amuſement 


ſome future opportunity. At preſent 


my ſpirits have done their utmoſt; * 
; TROL: Yours ever, CALLIE TAG 0 


13 sSELIMA WORTHY." 5 
r. 8. The e benevolence of 


| Mrs. Woodley's heart for once over- 
came the ſtrict ſenſe of propriety which 
 _ uſually regulates her actions, and I have | 
ſuffered the pain of returning a letter of 
hers unopened, knowing it was written 

 _ contrary to the erde W N . "0p : 
„ aper e A TORE 
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SkLIM A. 


0 TnaNk you, my dear girl; this is 


nine friendſhip: Perſevere in the ju- 


dicious plan you have adopted, and 
doubt not but you will prove its effi- 


cacy. How unfortunate it is, that the 


family in which your wayward fate has 


placed you ſhould be compoſed of ſuch 


unpoliſhed beings ! And yet, my Selima, 


there is not an evil from which ſome 


advantage may not be derived, if we 


: carefully endeavour to extract the ore, 
without too minutely conſidering the 
droſs by which it is ſurrounded. Had 


the 


4 * * a" 
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the people with whom you are now ſitu- | 
ated the happinefs to poſſeſs diſpoſitions 
congenial with your own, with whom 
you would naturally have repoſed every 
ſecret of your, heart, might not their 


humane ſympathy have ſerved only to 
nouriſh, whilſt they meant to alleviate, 
your ſorrows ? Keſolutely determine to 


believe, that “ whatever is, is right "Ih 
and be aſſured, you” wilt ultimately ex- 


perience the ſalutary effects of ſuch. a 


creed. I may admoniſh you: I do not 
myſelf, you know, the primroſe-· path 


of dalliance tread.“ It is no eaſy taſle 


to ſuppoſe” a blefling in the authority of 


a thoughtleſs, unfeeling ſtep- mother: 


yet I have almoſt moulded my mind 
into a belief, that every thing is for the 
beſt. O Selima! how ſhall we both 
| fn the ſunſtine, Wen n Boten e 

eib bon a I 


* Who ne ber fats, no „e % 


0 enjoys j Apropos Have you deſerted - 
the mule; or has the mule deſerted you ? 


You - 


”—_ 


0 wp 3 


Vo base acknowledged her friendſli p 
in the very height of your diſtreſſes— 
pray; woo her again to your afliſtance. 
Poetry is very bewitching, and may 
often beguile you of a ſigh, if you do 
not chooſe too melancholy a them. 9 
Send me an eſſay on memory witk 
your next letter, if the trimming is 1 
_ completed. It is not, I think, a hack- Ii 
— neyed ſubject. Let it be in the pan. 
gyric ſtyle. though, I entreat you. I = 
will not have the good lady abuſed, be- = 
| cauſe the preſents ſcenes to your view _ 1 
which are at this moment gone by, but 
5 are, [ truſt, ere oſs 0 * T ale their 
turn again.“ 
I hear nothing of my father, but i 
| through the correſpondence of my lady's 
woman with Bouvais, or when the ſtew. 
ard now and then informs me that he is 
well, and even adds, that he never writes 
without remembering his poor priſoner wy 
in the nurſery: this is a real conſola- 
tion; in ſhort, ſo is every thing that is 
Vor. II. e not 
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own inclinations 
inſtance, this good, 
be the principal companion of my dreary 


0,081 | 
not an increaſe of miſery to the miſera- 
ble. Be ingenuous, and anſwer from 


your heart, my love: though you have 
encountered many unknown troubles, 
have you not become acquainted with 
many little gratifications which you did 
not underſtand before ? 


1 often paſs an hour with the houſe- 


: waar, whoſe greateſt delight it is, to 
expatiate on the virtues of that deceaſed 
parent, of whoſe tender care the cruel. 


hand of death bereft me, even before 5 


was ſenſible of its value. 


Indeed, could I follow the bent 5 my 
ith impunity in any 
d creature would 


life; but by diſplaying ſo rational a par- 


©  tiality, I ſhould ſubje&t myſelf to the 
' &ontinual wrangling of my charming 
governeſs, which, as my ſpirit will not 


brook i it, it is OW. to ule every pre- ; 
caution to avoid. ein ee 
; Farewel; 55 


1 
* 


Farewel, my bovet iter. © Diſdain 50 
the dictates of deſpondency: rouze up 
the native nobleneſs of your ſoul, ang 
let your fortitude and reſignation to che N | 
will of Heaven excite a worthy emula- 
tion in the breaſt of your ever-faithful ' 
JULIA WESTBURNE. 


——ů—ů 


8 
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AN ESSAY. ON HOPE, 


| Deceitful Hope! whoſe magic art deſtroys 5 i 
The ſting of pain; and by expected joys, = 
With fancy's force extracts the piercing dart, | 
Expels the venom from the wounded heart; 

Bids fell misfortune and her ghaſtly brood Fl 
_ Give place to ſome imaginary good; | = 
And gently whiſpers the afflicted ſoul _ 1 
Its cares fo huſh, its anguiſh to controul. | = 
As the indulgent nurſe the froward boy "2 
| Soothes with the promiſe of ſome gilded toy, = 
But when the little petulence is o'er, = 
Nor toy nor promiſe does ſhe think of more: {| 
So, without forming any certain plan, 1 | 

Thy ſubtle accents lull the infant man : 
Een man, ſhort-ſighted man, too N prone” 
Jo ſcorn inſtruction, and to go alone, 
Mleekly ſubmiſſive to the eaſy ſway, ; 
Will. humbly ſtoop and willingly obey ; ; 1 
Thy ſyren voice ſo ſweetly can deceivew=» * N 
Where” 8 the philoſophy to diſbelieve? | 0 


Qz For 


„ Y 
For when the mortal eye ſees falſhood wear 
A mien ſo graceful and a form ſo fair, 
"To the ſeducing power compell'd to yield, 
Prudence reſigns the unavailing ſhield; | 
Truth enviouſly beholds her rival's grace, 
And, trowning, hides her antiquated face. 

Though miſery, calamity, and pain, | 

Unite their force to interrupt her reign, 

Hope, ſmiling, routs the deſolating band, 
And waves in triumph her victorious wand ! 

Perhaps, if we retrace the pleaſing force; 
Imperfect reaſon we ſhal] find its ſource. 
But here I pauſe---nor can explain its pow'r - 
Beyond the limits of the preſent hour: 
Let thoſe more ſkill'd in theory impart, _ 

_ How the ſoft viſion ſteals into the heart ; 
For what wiſe purpoſes the flame was giv'n, 
And dare to ſcrutinize the will of Heav'n, 


* 
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LETTER LXXIII. 


SELIMA 
ro 


MISS WESTBURNE. 


Meir _ iis !-..May every 
; action of my life be formed upon the 
golden precepts of your inſtructive pen! 
Emulation, ſay you ?-O! julia! let 
me pray for ſome portion of your wor- 
thineſs to be implanted in my breaſt, 


that I may be deſerving of ſuch a friend, 


* 


Already have I found great comfort 
from a cloſe attention to your injuncti- 
ons. How have you acquired wiſdom 

fo ſuperior to your years ?---You are 
right: every thing ſurely happens for 
the beſt, Whilſt 1 have wantoned in the 


A - faſcinating 


— x 


" faſcinating maze of For pleaſure, you 


have been cultivating the mind, and for- 


tifying it OE the darts of future 
pain. 


Vour laſt taſk, 1 . you will chink | 


very miſerably executed.---In compliance 


with your requeſt I inſtantly called upon 


the muſe, but ſhe is a coy jade. I could 
make nothing of memory. Hope with 
des fo fair,” ---was a ſubject far more 
ſoothing to my ſpirits; and as you 
recommended an unhachneyed ſubject, 1 


truſt it will be no leſs acceptable. In 
truth, I found it a difficult matter to keep 
clear of other great writers, who have got 
the ſtart of me, though I think T have 
brought myſelf off ſo well at laſt, that 


: | you will fully acquit me of having ſtolen 5 


one ſpark of fire from any of them. 
Triſſing ſits very ill upon me, Julia; 
goth it not? Yet there is nothing ſo eaſy 
as to trifle with the pen, even though 
dhe heart ve e ſunk | in ſadneſs. 8 
Tue 


8 The trimming is completed, and the 
7 ball is over: but, alas! all HEY: 
joys are uncertain :— e | 


Ho Aiſtant 10 whe SOME 3 on Regt 
1 « From that: for which ) we e 8 


which Kill dete fully emp 


With us, or with my new friend at leaſt: 
it is the ſame thing you know, as I am 


trying to occupy my mind with her little 
+ troubles, and thereby teach it to forget, | 
7 1 poſſible, its own more weighty woes. 


The aſſembly was monſtrous ſtupid; 


. > hb of frightful new dances were 
called too, which poor Miſs Gregg never 
had danced before; beſides which, her 
ſhoes pinched her, her ſtays were too 
tight: in ſhort, to ſum up the whole f 


her perplexities in one word, ſhe was 


Jealous; her pride was piqued, for tho” 
the dear enſlaver of her heart had ho- 
noured her with his hand in the dance, 
he had the audacity to take every op- 
F which. an interval of reſt 
alen 


—— 2 
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9 afforded, to fire with her rival before 
her face. 

lt yas enough to put von out of all 
manner of patience, vas it not Miſs. 
Vorthy ? I wow and 'porteſt if J had 
Not as great a mind to tell his Mamma 
of him—yell, if I dances vith him again, 
45 only viſhes I may be farved vith the 
| ſame ſauce that s all. Now vould not 
vou ſay ſo, if you vas in my place ?”? 


J ſhould never trouble my head 5 


about him moſt certainly,” ſaid I. 
1 Indeed and no more I ſhi' nt, Fe can 5 
| tell him; yet I do believe it vas all a put 

on after all, to ſee if I ſhould be affronted, 

for if he did not aſſure me, aye, and as 
ſerouſly too as ever he ſaid his prayers 
in his life, that Miſs Mills vas no more 
to compare to me than brown bread is 
to Ibite, 1 am not i: to you this. 


6. nt if Ts 3 hin, ile of 
deceiving. Miſs Mills,” faid I, Is it 


not rational to eder, that he may 
8 0 12 1 1 have 


( ** I 1 
* been rng h ſame patt with Reds 


r e 
„ Ol! no, he looked fs pitiful; ram 
ſure he vas in earneſt—had you but 
heard how mournfully he complained. ” 
* Complained!“ reiterated I, 1117 of 
a N 1 
„ Vhy, laws now, I. do. not know 
how to tell you rhat—vby of m N 
I believe.“ 
„Were you very inexorable then 1% 
demanded 1. 5 oh 
What do you fa my FO TRI) | 
e You treated your ſwain diſdain ; 
fully, I apprehend.” E . 
„ No, inleed ; L did abt believe ill 
8 naturedly to him a bit, I aſſure you”. — 
anſwered ſhe; * but it is alvays the vay 
vith lovers, to call von another cruel . 
and hard-hearted: is it not.“ 
II do not know,“ ſaid 13 « Lam 
totally ignorant on the ſubjec a. e 
e Do n. think I believes ven now 51 0 


I am ſure you vill not 47 that you never 
vas in love in all your born days.” 
4704 Mott, indeed, returned I, care- | 
lefely. - PTS e 
„ Ah! now that does not © ut as jr 
it came from the heart. Lou vill not 
ſay, upon your vord and honour”— 
2 It is dangerous to proteſt, they ſay : 
had Mr. Morton been leſs liberal of his 
proteſtations, I ſhould have had a bet- 
ter opinion of his ſincerity,” ſaid I. 
This curious converſation paſſed in 
the morning, after the long- expected 
1 8 gala, in my chamber; where the poor, 
reſtleſs and diſconſolate Lucy awaked me 
from the firſt ſound ſleep I have enjoyed 
ſince the fatal day I took poſſeſſion « of it, 
to relieve her oppreſſed boſom by a free 
communication of its woes. The day 
was far advanced however: it was high 


time to releaſe my pillow from its bur- 
then; and had the cauſe been leſs Mect. 


5 ing, I n not have thought the viſit * 


unſeaſonable. 5 


(000 
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unſeaſonable. I fear my 8 as a con- Fr 
fidante will ſoon be on the decline; 1 


cannot be ſo ungenerous as to eſtabliſh _ 
my own conſequence at the expence of 


another's peace. Inſtead of indulging 
the forlorn damſel on this ſeducing 
topic, I haſtily hurried on my clothes, 
and, under the pretence of cold, too 
her with me into the little parlour be- 
1 hind the ſhop, where the preſence of her 
| father, whom we found breakfaſting on 
a comfortable meſs of mulled ale, effec- 
tually prevented us from Rig the 


thread of our diſcourſe. ] 1 
Old Gregg ſeems to have n in... 


2 tended by nature for a plodding, London py 
tradeſman, and has, I doubt not, for many 
years uniformly adhered to that charac. 


ter; but the death of neceſſity, as one 


| may reaſonably imagine (for I ſpeak IN 


from no experience of the world, you 1s 


kngw) is frequently the parent of indo- 


lence; and in this inſtance I fear the 


- = FOES: of the obſervation will be too 
78, "I 3 Ka od 


0 „ ) | 


| fatally proved} © The thib-rdom: in an 
evening, with a pipe of tobacco in the 
morning, and a ſound nap after dinner, 
ſeem too ſueceſsfully to rival the concerns 

of the ſhop : Nor does the aſſiduity of 
the ſon. compenſate for the negligence 
of the father. On the contrary, if the 
apprentice happens to be out of the way, 
and an accidental cuſtomer drops in, he 
al kept waiting whilſt they are wrang- 
Ung; each endeavouring to ſhuſſſe off 
bis ow¹n ſhoulders the 228 of e 
boy him. 
If my 1 is not very errone. 

7 ous, 1 think I may borrow an epithet 
from Miſs, Burney's admirable repre- 
ſentative of a'miſer, and venture to pro- 
nounee, that mine hoſt is a © cvarm 
man,“ and on the following ſymptoms 
my opinion reſts A round, florid 


fie with an unmeaning countenance; 


a little, ſquat, Dutch figure, ſupportec 
buy ſtout limbs, of proportionable,circum- a 
| ference; a ack brown nig ſo ſhrunk _- 

Witten with 


* 


with age, that it does not reach com- 


N « ö 4 
( : 
b * 
I * 


pletely over his ears; a grey coat, with 
ſhort flaps; ſtockings of the ſame co- 
lour, with ſhoes tolerably black, and 
faſtened with a diminutive pair of filver 
| buckles, which he boaſts of having 


worn fifty years at leaſt; which, alto- 
gether, give me the idea of a perfect 


plodding figure. He ſeldom violates the 
natural taciturnity of his temper, except 
it is to rail at the general folly of the 


times, or at the particular extravagance 


of his ſon and daughter; yet I think he 


affects a miſanthropy which he does not 
feel, for whilſt he is continually growl- 


ing and eſpying twenty faults for one 
that abſolutely exiſts, he does not en- 
force, or even ſeem to expect, the leaſt 


conformity to his ſentiments : though _ 


this may be perhaps an involuntary ſub- N 
miſſion, occaſioned merely by the inac- 
tivity which has uſurped an entire, and, 


I muſt add, a melancholy, aſcendency 
over him; as a continual diſuſe of exer- 


oh KR - 


6 bath of body and inind ” be ex- 


tremely pernicious to the conſtitution, i 


and ſeldom happens, I believe, without 


. laying the foundation of diſeaſe. 


: Theſe are the traits from which 1 
draw the concluſion, that he is a monied 
man, or at leaſt that he has acquired an 
17 competency, and has got over all 


dependance on a world, which it now ' 


ſeems his principal entertainment to 


abuſe, though he cannot accommodate 
himſelf to any material change in the 


mode of life, to which he has been ſo 
long accuſtomed. 4208 


The beſt rooms are no longer diſen- 


paged, to the great diſcompoſure of 


Miſs Gregg, who can have no more 
E 0” in a genteel ſtyle, and hates to 
do any thing, ſhe ſays, that 1 is not ſo. 

” 16 Laws: dada,” cried ſhe, as ſoon as 
the unpleaſant news was announced to 


her, &« you are the covetuouſeſt man | 


alive I think ; you will never let a body 


do any thing genteel, or like a Chriſtian; 
" „„ 


now how comfortable one hab been vith 
nobody up ſtairs but Miſs here.”. 
„O to be ſure, wery eurtoriable 1 
dare ſay; and I ſhall be wery comfort- 
able too, peeping through an iron grate 
ſome of theſe days I ſuppoſe, vith your 
tea e your Solkppingss at and your 
frippery.” —_ 
„There now, Miſs, did I not tell you | 
that there vas no ſpeaking vithout being 
ſnubbed i in this ge laid his e 
ter. 5 b 
Lucy, s 1 tell you have ſet 
the rooms ata high rate, to a gentleman. , 
of fortune, returned her father, « Von 
| yho walues money no more than che 
dirt under his feet, keeps a chariot of 
his own too, and who knows, if you 
mind your hits, but his lady may take a 
liking to you, and let you ride in it with 
her now and then, or give you a 1 
for the play mayhap.“ 5 
„ Vhy, to be ſure papa, you bet : 
fy beſt, and if von muſt ſet the houſe over 
R FFF 


aw 
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vons head, it is better it be to gentle. 
folks for certain. 
The old gentleman. fog touched the 
right key, and reſtored the j ing chords 5 
to harmony in an inſtant. 
. 1 have already had the honour RY an 
interview with this man of fortune. —In 


the evening of the ball, all the reſt of the AE 


family being abſent, he was uſhered into 
the parlour where I was ſitting ; and till 
Mr. Gregg's arrival, who was ſent for 
from the club, entered into a very polite 
and entertaining converſation. Indeed 
my ſurpriſe was greatly excited at an ap- 
pearance tout enſemble ſo ſuperior to the be- 
ings with whom I have of late aſſociated; 


adlknd much did I marvel at his . "I 


of ſo unprepoſſeſſing a ſituation.” = 
I I confels, I feel ſome degree of curio- 


_ ſuy to know what ſort of a woman his 


wife is ; though I ſhall be far from 
making any advances towards an ac- 
quaintance with her, be ſhe ever ſo ami- 
ans 1 can never be any-thing to the 
world; 


8 
world; it is my part therefore to guard 
againſt its allurements, ſtealing an inte- 
reſt in my heart, which would counter. 
act all the good effects which time may 
accompliſn in my favour. 
Tou ſee, my Julia, 1 endeavour to 
give all the little unintereſting in- 
cidents of my life all poſſible import- 
ance, by communicating them circum- 
ſtantially to you. To you I owe every 
comfort that I now poſſeſs. Your hand 
has upheld me onen len a reverſe or 
fortune, as ſurely- 
murmur, when I reflect gh I am ain 
* Weltburne' s diſtinguiſhed friend, 
S SELIMA WORTHY. 
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Fox two or three days I have been 
almoſt entirely deſerted by the fair but 
inconſtant Lucy, whoſe thoughts have 
been wholly engroſſed by the more pre- 
poſſeſſing agrement of her new lodger; 
and I have been left to the uninterrupted 
enjoyment of my own melancholy re- 
| fletions, except, now and then, by the 
officious civility of Maſter Tommy, from 
which I ſometimes can ſcarcely releaſe 
muyſelf under the r * of a 
rude y. 4:24 


8 ore 


— 


— 


1 


e Mrs. under is the ſweeteſt, the 
© good-naturedeſt, and the affableſt cree- 


tur, ſure, that ever vas, and vithal me 77 


| beautifulleſt—*- No angel vat ever. fo 
. fair, I think,” exclaimed her favorite, 


In the rapture of her heart. 


„ And yet I have ſeen sa picture 9 


one full as well painted,“ returned I, 


5 rather ſarcaſtically. However juſt the 


obſervation might be, it was a very im. 

proper one, 1 confeſs, and might not un- 
fairly have ſubjected me to the 1 imputa- 
tion of envy, and all uncharitablegeſs; 8 
to ſay nothing of the other vices at- 


tached to them in the litany 3 and I was 


almoſt ready to bite my tongue, for the 4 
offence it had committed. 


« Vhy, to be ſure,” replied Miſs 


Gregg. Mrs. Saunders does paint g 
Hitle, both red and vhite, I believe: 


it but then it is entirely to oblige her buſ@. 


band: ſhe fays, he cannot endure the 
fight of a'bare-faced voman. Is 5 75 


odd wat 5 1 | 
1 e « Extremely 


( ® 


1 Extremely ſo, 1 amd L : 


3 5 60 And phat is ſtill more extraordi- 


mary, ſhe tells me that many gentlemen | 
are - of the fame opinion.“ N e 


„O then,” cried 1,5 4] find the. art 


of face-paintieg 18 encburaged as an im- 


proyement gf manners, which I confeſs I 


never underſtood before; no leſs than as 
a preſerver of that moſt invaluable orna- 
ment of our ſex, modeſty. Though my 
riſible faculties are not at preſent very 
aal provoked, I could not help ſmiling 
5 ſimplicity. It is not impoſſible, 
85 0 „ added I, that-it may fave a 
lady's s bluſhes as effeQually as a maſk. 
80 it vill, to be ſure; and I dare 


755 that is the reaſon it is ſo much 


= liked' aid ſbe. + Beſides, it makes j 


55 


ople- look ſo pretty! And the poor 


already become a 


| gul's complexion. exhibited, at the ſame. 
| time, an irrefragable. proof, that ſhe had ; 
proſelyte to the new 
ner he, vas endeavoyring to pro- 
A ie e e 
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4 Good bye,” fa ſaid "vo * the clarioe | 


is at the door; I am to go an airing with 
Mrs. Saunders, and to dreſs and all, be- 
fore dinner. Her maid is to frizzle my 
hair, and aftervards vee are to go to 
the play, and to fit in the boxes too, I 


aſſure you. Good bye, once more. 


| What generous people they are“ 


And away ſhe tripped, full of artleſs 
joy and 1nnocent f exultation. Heaven | 


grant ſhe may never loſe ſuch ſweet at- 
tendants upon every pleaſure, and that 


the connection ſhe is forming with ſuch 
ayidity may not prove an improper one 


in more reſpects than that only of giv- ' _ 
ing her deſires, which her fityation in 


life will not enable her to gratify. Per- 
haps there is illiberality even in the ap- 


prehenſion, no circumſtance having oo- 
curred to my knowledge to authorize © 
the ſlighteſt reflection on the conduct of 
Mrs. Saunders. But ſhe is an utter 
ſtranger, and I cannot ſay her dreſs and 

wee, as wb has paſſed from her 


„„ carriage 


* 


rarriige 20" the! houſe, ee me 


greatly in her favour. In the firſt place, 
her ſtyle of adorning a fine perſon, ſome- 


thing above the middle ſize, is moſt ex- 
 travagantly ours e in the ſecond, though 
her complexion, as has been before ob- 
ſerved, is ſine as art can render it, there 
is a fierceneſs in her eyes, and bold- 
neſs in her ſtep, which, in my opinion, 
add no grace to female beauty. But 
from theſe external traits, it would cer- 
tainly be the groſſeſt injuſtice, to ſorm 
any concluſions with ee to An 


Wind. 


This 8 e Lee 
prized 80 * Gregg . in i my 


ear 


45 8 Mil Vorthy! 5 _ ew 
bow Mrs. Saunders has been queſtion- 
ing me about you? © Is there not a 
pretty Quaker in your family, pray ?““ 
ſaid ſhe, © No,” ſaid I, burſting out 


of laughing in her face, at ſo comical a 


miſtake: · No ſuch . it is ; only 
our 
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be ſure; n the is no , e nor N Mt 
thody neither, for all that. She puts 
on that melancholy air, and vears thoſe 
queer mobs, by vay of doing penitence, 
I ſuppoſe, for runing avay from her 
dada.“ Vhat! has ſhe run avay from 
her father, then?“ © Ves, I believe ſo, 
for love, or ſomething of that ſort, 1 
gueſs; for ſhe is wery cloſe,” fad I, 
0 Mae: is the vorſt of her.” | 
Good Heavens !” exclaimed I; 
Ms how could you be ſo eruel as to ns 
ſo falſe a enen of dun charac- 
ter??? 1 . 
415 Vhy, now, did not 900 tell me 0 
yourſelf?” 
No, indeed, 15 aid Is « [Gi 
my expreſſions, I fear, ao 5 wonder- 
fully unguarded, to create in your: mind 
ſo erroneous an idea.“ | beta o 
Vell do not be angry now—1 wok 
care to tell her, you vas an heireſs,” ſaid 
ſhe—and that your dada vas wery 


croſs | 
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croſs or) « wouhl not have baliand ſo. 
Beſides, 1 bas ſhe not a thouſand pounds 
of her own,” faid I, © that nobody can 
take avay from her, and vho vould be 
child and ſnubbed and buffetted by any 
2 | old feller in Chriſtendom, that had 
Ef - vherevithalto live ſo genteelly, and care 
mies pin for nobody. 
6. [| Hear, dear! how could you talk at 
ſuch a rate!“ eried ts Mod cha- 
5 grined. | 
4 think 1 may cry, dear, dear! if 
© you comes to that—There is no pleaſing | 
ſome folks, it ſeems, ſay vhat you vill in 
their fever,”--ſaid ſhe.— . Mrs. Saunders 
told me, her huſband did not know vhat 
to make of you; for though you vere 
dreſſed ſo out of the vay, and like no- 
bdaqy elſe, you appeared to be exceeding 
ſenſible and agreeable—Nay, ſhe ſaid ſo 
many fine things, that his lady has been 
| . longing to ſee you ever ſince. And 
'  __ _  voulld you believe it, ſhe hinted as if the 
vould call upon you this morning, if I 
1 hogtt — 
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chought it vould be eee 


do,? ſaid I; « ſhe will take it waſtly 
kind, 1 am ſure—and then ſhe cannot 


| help returning the wiſit, you know.” 


Lou recollect, no doubt, on that fatal | 
1 80 day, from which I date the commence- 
ment of my troubles, with what pain to 
my poor vanity I was-compelled to con- 


fine my flowing treſſes under the cloſe 


_ reſtraint of a mob-cap—what was then- 


ſubmitted to, with a childiſh reluctance, 


(which I now bluſh to reflect upon) 
I have ſince continued through a ſenti- 
ment of prudence, which, however, may 

be nothing more than an offspring of the 
fame fault :---yet I think, without a grain 
of vanity exiſting in my heart, I may 


apprehend, that in this ſeat of intrigue 


and licentiouſneſs, a more homely face 
than mine ſet off by the advantages 5 
dreſs, together with the unhappy peculi- 

arity of my ſituation, might prove to 


_ have attractions injurious, if not to my 


reputation, at leaſt to the tranquillity of 5 


— 
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— * P * A 


( 194 ). ; 
my mind. It is this ſingular . 5 
which has ſubjected me to ſuch a varie. 


ty of conjectures on my religious faith, 
as well as to the endleſs perſecution 


But here comes my friend, Lucy, out of 
breath, to announce the arrival of my 
Vvleiſitor- 


I conclude. 
I was not deceived in my conjecture: : 


the lady is waiting for me in the parlour. 
It would be abſolutely rude and obſtinate, 
I think, any longer to repulſe fuch _ 
polite advance. Beſides, would it not 
rather appear Wie a conſciouſneſs of 


ſome guilt, which could alone make me 
ſhrink ſo indiſeriminately from obſerva- 


tion? And whilſt Mrs. Saunders lives as 


retired even as myſelf, a. limited ac- 


_ quaintance with her may beguile me of 
a melancholy hour without making any 
. e d on my plan of life. 


Adieu--Yours ever, * 
8 szLIAA WORTHY. 
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Yov « are perfectly in the . my 
dear Selima. A thought never inha- 
bited your breaſt to call forth the tinge. 
of conſcious ' ſhame on your cheek ;; 
wherefore then ſhould you ſeclude your- 

| ſelf entirely from ſociety, becauſe you | 
are unhappy, thereby foſtering the worm 
which preys upon your peace? Mrs. 
Saunders may not poſſeſs the extraor- 

dinary perfections of an Aubrey or a 
Leſlie, but her mind may not probably 
be more inferior to the uncommon „ 
: cellence of theirs, than ſuperior to the 
8 . vulgar 


%.. 


vulgar individuals, of which your fi. : 


mily circle has latterly been formed, 
Her huſband, you ſay, is a man of ſenſe, 
and what can be a greater proof of a 
ſolid underſtanding than a prudent choice 
of a help-mate for him? yet I muſt own 
at the ſame time, that a ſuſpicion has 
taken riſe in my breaſt, that this has 
been a run-away match, and that on one 


fide or other, there are cireumſtances 


1 which require ſecrecy, and who knows 


but the ſtory Miſs Gregg, ſo ingeniouſly 


fabricated, on ſo ſhallow a foundation, 


might be the identical one beſt C 


lated to enſure you the ſympathy and 4 
| regard of your new acquaintance. 


Mrs. Saunders's real character cannot 


5 N be ſo cloſely enveloped by artifice, as to 
be long concealed from that penetrating 
judgment, which, with all your naivete 


and inexperience, it is no flattery to de- 
clare you abundantly poſſeſs: at any 
rate, ſhould her morals even prove ſuch 


as to preclude eſteem, yours are too : 


well 


Nr 197. F 


well eſtabliſhed to fall a prey to a bad 
ha oth LIFTS 
You deplore ha. inactivity of old a 
Gregg's diſpoſition, and augur molt pro- 
phetically the ill conſequences of indo- 
lence and want of exerciſe, yet I hear ET 
nothing of your own perambulations, 
either for the benefit of your health or 
the amuſement- of your mind. I fear 
your ſcene of action does not extend it- 
ſelf even as far as to the adjacent club- 
room., Fie, Sclima, is this proſiting by 
thoſe: precepts which have called-forth 
ſuch elaborate eulogiums from your flat: 
| tering pen? I will not be wheedled— 
give me more ſubſtantial inſtances of 
your love than fair words, or I ſhall pur” 
little faith in its exiſtence. 


I have juſt received e the 


| birth of a little brother. Dear cherub! 
how I long to fondle. him in my arms. 


Her ladyſhip, according to the uſual 


phraſe, is as well as can be expected. 
Surely, in her next viſit to the metro, 
83 pol, 
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polis, ſhe will be kind enough at leaſt 
not to ſeparate, but leave the two infants 
How I ſhall 
delight to hear the little ſmiling fellow 

prattle, liſp my name, call me fiſter; 

and then to ſee him play a thouſand art- 
leſs tricks, pull my work in pieces (I 


together in the nurſery. 


have time enough to mend it) and do 


me ſo much miſchief, that I ſhall look 
. fo croſs, ſhake the rod over his head, 
and ſmother him with kiſſes: my hours 
will then no longer hang heavy on my 
hands. Did not 1 tell you we ſhould 
Tee happier days? and is not my proſ- 
pect already brightening? O! Selima, 
does not this gleam of comfort, to a 
mind confiding in the goodneſs of its 
Creator, cheriſh the exiſtence of hope 
in your breaſt? Suffer © the ſoft viſion 
to ſteal into your heart,“ and may it 
effectually rout ( the deſolating band 
Which has ufurped a dominion over it. 
Forgive me for thus mangling your 


Pr td . As 7 ſo ſcornfully re- 


N 
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jected the ſteady light of memory, * 10 
the more brilliant ray of the faſcinating 
dame, the ſober lady has fallen under 
the laſh of my unmerciful quill, and I 
have been moſt dexterouſly cutting her 


up for your amuſement. 


Write as I may, I know I am ſure 


; 15 be rewarded with the ever- welcome 
dof glowing panegyric. Selima, 79 


you deal too profuſely in fine ſpeeches— 


that is the vorſt of you.” Hence- 


forth be it known to you, I will not be 


complimented, nor would it any thing 
avail, for I eſteem my writings far out 5 
of the reach of all praiſe. 


Yours ever in good faith and bunble- 


| 5 of e 
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AN ESSAY ON. MEMORY. . 
Ot teach, my muſe, fome ſoft, perſuaſive kin, 
Thy tender care and amity to gain a 


_ O, Memory} whoſe renovating lore 


| Decrepit age ſuſtains, whoſe charms reftore 
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of life's gay ſoring the animating ray, 855 
And gild the ev'ning of our tranſient day 
Whoſe ſoothing, diligent, retentive powiir 
Preſerves the treaſures of the paſſing hour; 3 


"Though thy exact, recording leaf diſplays 
All the viciflitudes of former days: | 


[| 
” 
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- Whilſt Pleaſure's gaudy tints are mellowed o'er, 
x Pain, of its ſting bereft, can wound bie 


No diſappointments cheat us of the joy, 


No bitter dregs thy tranquil ſweets deſtroy, 


Which fear infuſes in the ſparkling bowl _ 

Of Hope ;—no tricks of wayward fate controul. 
The ſilver charms of thy benignant ray, | 

. Whoſe ſteady beams inume the darkſome way 

To future bliſs, and, by the light they caſt, 
Extract inſtruction from the moments paſt ; 
Teaching, whilſt many pleaſing dreams they blend, 
The worſt to alter, and the beſt to mend, 
Draw from each ſtep, in former minutes trod, 


Some holy truth, to guide me to my God; 


And, ah! exert thy beſt engraving art, 
Imprint the glorious records on my heart— - 
The Chriſtian's ſacred pledge of joys above, 
Of heav'nly mercy, and paternal love: _ 


Nor let me loſe, in cold, dim-ſighted age, 
Pow'r to retrace the philoſophic-page. 


Still may the muſe's airy viſions play 

About my brain, and chaſe its cares away. 

Ah1 deign, then, to embalm with ſacred truth 
The precious relics of departed youth, | 
Which recollection on the mind beſtows, 

By pleaſures paſt, to calm the preſent woes. ET 


Sage Memory, perform thy nobleſt part ; 


Stoop not to ſoften, but ſuſtain my heart; . . 
| 1 : | Ev'ry 
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Ev'ry raſh deed, unworthy thought, reveal, 
And probe the wounds which penitence muſt heal; 
Remoteſt errors teach me to deplore, 

And guard my heart that it offend no more. 


* 
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LETTER LxXVI. 
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SELIMA 


"0D . 


MISS WESTBURNE., 


0 7 „ T n 0 1 am 8 PAL 

Who would have thought i it was in your 
nature to be ſo croſs ? I almoſt begin to 
believe it poſſible to be angry with you 
myſelf, You peremptorily proteſt you 
will not be complimented, and moſt 
cheerfully do I acquieſce with the con- 


_ ditions; but with this counter-declara- 
tion, be it obſerved, that my pen ſhall 


not be reſtrained from drawing a faith- 


ful copy of the honeſt ſentiments of my 


heart, as far as its poor abilities will per- 
mit. May 1 not t ſay I love you, and 
„ ſimply 


* 
1 / 


_ ſimply el my ate Fx that re. 


turn of affection, the only lamp which ; 
cheers me in this vale of tears!“ Or ſay, 
1 wiſh to flatter, where could I find an 


inſtructreſs more perfect: in the art? An 


art, it ſeems, you would monopolize.— 
Well, be it ſo, till 1 complain of ſuch 
Fr flattery as flows from the parugl appro- 
bation of a ſincere friend. 


Chide me no lon ger, your admonitions 


are obeyed. I am this moment returned 
from taking the air with Mrs. Saunders, 
and in juſtice to your good counſel muſt 
acknowledge, that I find myſelf the bet- 


ter for it. Since this lady's intro. 


| ductory viſit, I have been oftener with 
her than I at firſt intended, and do not 
perceive, with all the penetrating judg- 


ment you are pleaſed to aſcribe to me, 
any probable- ill conſequences from ſuch 


an intimacy. . 


_ I cannot give you a regular ſketch of 


e character, for it is not ſufficiently 
marked, to be eaſily traced " ſo indif. 


, ferent Fo 
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e an artiſt as myſelf. sbe i is good. N 
natured and civil, and appears to me to 


have had all the advantages of the com- 


mon education of a young lady, with- 
out any particular attention to the cul- 
tivation of her mind. Of muſic, draw- 
ing, the French language, and moſt of 
the faſhionable accompliſhments, the has 
acquired a ſuperficial knowledge, and 


with a hope that practice will perfect 


her in the firſt, her huſb»nd, has lately 


purchaſed the fineſt-toned, grand piano- 


forte I ever. touched; which, to me, 
has, by the bye, given her apartments 
a moſt irreſiſtible attraction. Mr. Saun- 
ders is a member of the dilletanti, and 
has been ſo polite as to expreſs his ap- 
probation of my performance. He fre- 
quently accompanies me with his flute 
or violin, in a maſterly manner; and 
cConfeſs to you, I did not feel in the leaſt 
degree offended by praiſes which I was 
not unconſcious far ſurpaſſed my merit, 
becauſe they were reel with all the 
delicacy 
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1 dhe of a man of ate and eg. 
W 


we 


Dur ed is alice; I think, d 


in the conjecture that this marriage was 
a ſtolen one; yet it does not appear pro: 
bable, that on the part of the gentle. 


man à violent paſſion can have betrayed 


© him into an indiſcretion; but there is 


ng, they ar, for les arent 
de er. 
1 have been 10 teazed by be miſtaken 5 


zeal of my fair friends, who have united 


their forces to undermine my reſolution 


concerning dreſs, and going into public, 


that, in order to form an unanſwerable 


oObjection to appearing at Ranelagh the 
= other night, I took my ſciſſors, and, 


with all the compoſure' imaginable, di- 


veſted myſelf of thoſe beloved ringlets, 

XZ the mere concealment of which had 
bi given me ſo much pain. Since that 

= time how has my vanity been humbled! 


Soon after the voluntary ſacrifice was 


aps ils Gregg came into my 


* 


——  T . © row: 
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room, and ſeeing a long braid, of ba 


hair lying on the table, 


TY day! cried the, 6 I neyer 
. thought you yore falſe. hair before.” — 


Then taking | it BP and TR her mil- 


EH: take, 1 4 


66 Vhy Io you have not boon cut- 


ting all this off your own head !—Vell, 
then,” continued the, rightly conſtruing | 
my filence into an affirmative, if ever 
I knowed fich a t ee in * m —_ 
WE. © 
OO... Spiteful ! b ee 4 in ch 
aſtoniſhment ; : indeed if ſuch a ſenti- 
ment. inhabits my breaſt at this moment, 
1am utterly unconſcious of its exiſtence. 
Pray, tell me, my dear Miſs Gregg, how 
I have merited ſo ſevere an accuſation. 
If ſo inſignificant an action as the cut | 
ting off my hair can be attributed to ſo 
deſpicable a cauſe, the enmity muſt have 
been entirely leyelled againſt : myſelf ; 
for no other perſon can poſlibly be inte- f 
reſted i in the event.“ 1 


| « Yes,” 


+, IH 


* 


05 20 ) 
"nt Yes, 1 faid ſhe, © you knowed wery 


ob it vould wex both Mrs. Saunders 
and myſelf, a ban vould not have done 
5 it.“ 


My dear Miſs Gregg, to not eft- 


tertain ſo vile an opinion of my tem- 
per,“ ſaid I, as to ſuppoſe I would 

puniſh myſelf to vex my friends. On 

the contrary, I aſſure you, the only mo- 
tive by which I was actuated, was to 
ſpare myſelf the pain of reſiſting en- 
- treaties, which I knew were dictated by 
the moſt benevolent wiſhes, but with - 


which ſome private reaſons render it im- 


poſſible for me prudently to comply.“ 
„ Vell, for my part, I am ſure, had 
| T known you vould be {o obſtinate as 
all this, I vould never have ſaid a vord 
about the matter. Dear, dear, vhat a 


pity! I viſhes my hair vas the ſame co- 


lour; you vould make me a preſent of 
it, I dare ſay. The hair-dreſſers vould | 
| lc you any thing for it. Vhy mine 


T a: aa 


| 0 206 * 191 
coſt a guinea, that vas not half ſo long. , 


Fou vill ſell it, vill you not?? 
I ſhall conſider about it, faid L 
_ tying it up and throwing into a drawer, 


zs I ſpoke. She ſeemed indeed to have 


done ſomething abſolutely wrong, and 


taken ſuch a fancy to it, that I began to 
fear ſhe would really beg it of mos 1 6 
make herſelf ridiculous. 
But I did not eſcape thus: this enor- 
mous act of caprice and obſtinacy was 
warmly reprobated on all ſides, inſo- 
much that I began to feel as if I had 


by way of making the moſt honourable 

peace in my power, I offered to accom- 

pany them to a play ſome night, if they 
would condeſcend to fit i in the *. or r the 

lower gallery, _ RCA 
In juſtice to Mr. Sandia: 3 1 


| ought to obſerve, that he has not once 
joined in the ſolicitations of his cara 


 Jboja; on the contrary, he one day gave 
her a Harp en for the ill-judged 
warmth | 


(20 00 
warmth of her entreaties, which it hear- 
tily pained me to have occaſioned. 
When he was informed of the odd 
method I had adopted effeQually to re- 
leaſe myſelf from all future importunities 
on the ſubject, he only anſwered with a 
ſmile, either of irony or approbation 1 
could not diſtinguiſh which, 
A moſt heroic inſtance 4 female 
reſolution, upon my ſoul! not likely to 
be nvalled in the annals of modern beau- 


ty, I think. Nor did the fair Berenice 


_ of old, part with her hair with ſo much 
 magnanimity---having, I fear, too ſure a 
preſage of the divine honours which 

were to reward her noble ſacrifice; 


* 


85 whilſt you expect not, I preſume, to be. x 


hold your lovely treſſes ſparkling in the 


firmament---yet I will not pretend to ſay 


that you are devoid of ſuch aſpiring 
thoughts, as have the Heavens only mth 
their reſting. n Pray Kitty are you 
not aſhamed,” ſaid he to his lady, off 


5 having been the cauſe of ſo cruel a de- 


T 3 + vaſtation?” 


* » * 


MY 


| vaſtation] ?” Then addreſſing himſelf 4. 

gain to me Yet, I ſwear, with your 

ſtyle of dreſſing, Miſs Worthy, I ſee not a 
any diſadvantage that your appearance 


has ſuſtained. The poet tells us that 
beauty wants not the rien 80 of * 


nament, 


60 But! is, when unadorned, adorned the moſt." „ 


| But few indeed are thoſe who can divett | 
themſelves of native charms, and only 
charm the more.“ . 1 
A truce with your ee 5 
beſeech you, ſaid I; „ flattery is a food - 


I am not in a humoyr to digeſt.“ 


„I beg your pardon,” cried he, 41 
am no flatterer, but it was not in man to 
reſiſt ſo fair an opportunity.“ e 
hy, no indeed,” ed L, «to 

ſpeak the truth, I * not think it was- 
had I been in your place myſelf, I muſt 
have attempted ſomething fmart, I be- 
heve, had it been to a grand- mother. 
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For my part, I he'n't the leaſt diſlike to 
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| To my propoſal of making one of 7 
| their party to the theatre, Miſs Gregg, 
in all the joy of having accompliſhed a 
purpoſe on which her heart was fixed, 
e Yes, do now; that is ſo good-na- 
tured of you, after all.---How glad 1 

ſhall be to get you out a bit, though it 
be but in a cloſe cap and a bonnet. 


fitting in the pit: many genteel people 
| fits in the jſt? oftens W there my- 
R 
"318 well, now 1 printed; 75 faid Mrs. 
Saunders, if I do not fit in the boxes: 
1 would rather conceal myſelf in the 
moſt obſcure corner of the houſe; for 1 
ſhould be ſhocked to death, to be ſeen 
any where elſe, by any body that knew 
me, nor would I go at all in ſuch a 
manner, were it may to 1 Miſs Z 
Worthy.” | 2 TEAY 116 1 
01 do not moni yourſelf on my 


account, I entreat you, exclaimed I; 


lam far from having the ſlighteſt wiſh 
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to partake! of the amuſement; and had 
it not been for the earneſt entreaties 
Very true, returned ſhe with her 


uſual good humour, © and to ſhew you 


- how much I am obliged by your com- 
| pliance, you ſhall take me where you 
i apa Let TY aid into I oy at 


e e Lord, no, hy n. not into the it „ 
ſaid Miſs Gregg, © the wes is n a 


wWulgar place. 


The queſtion being i in this ba 5 
mined ſtate, on the entrance of Mr. 
Saunders, it was immediately. referred 
to him, whoſe opinion it was, that there 
was no place ſo private as the ſlips, and 
as he would be there to protect us 
from inſult, and we were not likely to 
be known, he thought we might go. 
there without any impropriety. . 
Lord, how can you talk fo * eried 
s his lady, . would not be ſeen in the 
lips for all the world: have you no re- 
voy for my reputation „ Nou are 
[> | 7 wonderfully 


Feds - He 


wonderfully ſcrupulous indeed, f quoth 
he, with a ſmile, which my penetration 
would not enable me to interpret. As 
Miſs Worthy made no objection to the 
propoſal, I ſhould have thought yours 
might eaſily have been ſuppreſſed.” __ _ 
I cannot ſay, notwithſtanding his re- 
mark, that it was perfectly agreeable to 
me; but concluding that no gentleman 
would take his wife into a diſreputable 
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of the court, which was given on Miſs 
Gregg's ſide of the argument. Her vo- 
ciferation in favour of the pit at length 
l and this en N e 187 


2 1 "Ga 
3. 1 TS. 
"ES £x- By 5 
2 "Sov 11 1 4 
RN 
WT 288 
. ; 
i : f 
7 Lk J * © 
8 e * : 
*. ol 
RIES 


cution. 
Miſs Farren is to . in 1 5 80 


XZ rater of Beatrice, and Mrs. Jordan in 
that of the Romp, and, in ſhort, a thous 
= {ſand charms are to combine to form a 
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0 | Julia 


Can) 


1 


0 Jalka, you know not how my pi. 


rits fink at the merę idea of amuſement * 
it is not affectation, for they uy we 
not in a ſtate to partake of any. 


Have you not reproached me in your 
heart, for having ſcribbled fo much on 
ſo frivolous a theme, without having 
once congratulated you on the birth of 
a little ſtranger, which has already made 
ſuch encroachments on the tenderneſs 
of your heart? I hope you do not en- 
tertain a doubt that the ſubject of my 
fervent prayers and wiſhes is, that no 
change may ever. take place in the con- 
cerns of your family or yourſelf, but 
ſuch as muſt tend to the e of 


your felicity. 


As to the little povtical Soda en of 
your quill, what am I to ſay ? I am for. 
bidden to praiſe it, and as for cutting it - 
up, that you will tell me is done already, 


905 I ſhall therefore content myſelf with re- 


turning the favour—in kind—1 was going 
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to 
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to lay; would it were in my power; 1 


will do my beſt however. Becauſe my 
ſpirits were depreſſed, I have been try- 
ing to exhilarate them by a ſecond pe- 
ruſal of The Sorrows of Werter ;” 


and as nothing is ſo faſhionable as to 
ſteal a ſubject from this pathetic tale, 1 
this morning began to ſcribble a letter 


in verſe, in the character of Charlotte. 
I do not think my epiſtle has the ſmalleſt 


connection with the deſigns of the au- 


thor of that work; but that is neither 


here nor there; time, place, and unity, 


are words too kit to genius to be 


admitted into the dictionary of my muſe. * 
Charlotte might have thought, as I do: 
| ſhe might alſo have written ſuch a let- 
ter, had ſhe had an opportunity, As 

that was not the caſe, the honour has 
devolved on me, to tranſmit her pri- 

vate ſentiments to you, which, if I can 


| make any thing of them, ſhall be done 
with the faith of a modern biographer, 


the 


"oy 


eatt, that of ſubſc 
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TE devil has long been in my debt 
for numberleſs good ſervices, and he has 

at length repaid them all in one. I am, 
at this moment, ready to ſign him an 
acquittal in full for every obligation, and 


to begin a new ſcore. Give me joy, my 


boy, for I have found her“ found 


whom ?” Ho in the devil's name canſt 
thou choke me with ſo inſenſible a queſ- 


tion? Not one of your ladies, your 


Alicia's, your town-bred belles, mere 


drawing - room furniture, but the chaſte, 
the fair, the innocent, Selima Worthy, 


——:. Ss, | ſhrinking 


* OY 241 1 I oak BY ? "ts \ I 
1 2 
* * 
: 
* 


ſarinkin g from tis offervation of every 8 


gazer, and bluſhing only becauſe the i is 


beautiful. 


And you are plotting to deſtroy thoſe 


i very charms which are the principal ob- 


jets of your admiration ? Again— 


curſe me if I ſhall not renounce thee: 


knoweſt thou not that ſo much of the 


original tempter has infuſed itſelf into 
the hearts of all the race of woman, that 
to this day, the more innocent the vie- 
tim, the more glory devolves NPE 1 | 
victor. 


I was in deſpair: all my projet were un- 
ſucceſsful, every ſcheme muſt have proved 
abortive. Whilſt ſhe remained under the 


watchful guardianſhip of that ſhe-dragon, 
yelepped an old maid, the labours of Her- 
cules would not have prevailed againſt 
her; but now! where do you think I 


found her? At the play-houſe door my 
buck, in the company of Ned Hervey 


and his fair dulcinea ; nay, and ſhe 5 
0 en in | the ſame houſe with them too: 


there! - 


£95.74 


upon the town for any thing I know to 
the contrary. But to. the Plerhouſe 
- doors... 
Lou may frar. that 1 contived to. 
5 add an individual to the ſelect party I 
found dere. and to get myſelf invited 5 
25281 * 1 2.20 


4 


: there! you ſee how the. devil has been 
working for me, when I was leaſt n | 
of; OY = NATE TIT 


Vet, notwithſtanding, ſhe. is * 5 an- 
gelic purity, as when ſhe dwelt beneath 
the ſheltering bowers of Heathcott, 
What has removed her from them hea- 


ven only knows, or hell, I ſhould ſay, 7 
for it muſt be the infernals and their 
emiſſaries alone, that have ene 5 


ugninſt ſuch unoffending virtue. 


I told you, I believe, that not ls 


to approach the miltreſs, I decoyed the 
maid, under the forlorn hope, that ſhe, | 
| like other Abigals, kept the key of her 


lady's moſt ſecret thoughts: I was moſt 


groſsly. deceived in the ſuppoſition, and 
the deluded fool may now be ſtarving 
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1 to ev it was with ſome difficulty 1 
though, for Ned was as ſhy as if I had 


wanted to borrow money of him. He 
is in love with the girl himſelf by Jove: 


egad, and he is a pretty fellow too, let 


me tell you; but then, is he not in 
limbo, hampered'on one hand by an old 


| huncks, and on the other by a young 
Jefabel, each equally unlikely to looſe 
their hold? ſo that there is no danger 
to de feared from that quarter, unleſs 
he plays the dog i in the manger, and if 


he does, let him growl, let him ſhew 
his teeth, for he dare not bite, and 1 


i may carry off the game from: Wy his 


noſe with impunity.” 4 rats 
Beſides the two ladies ase men- 


| tioned, "Hervey introduced me to a third, 
a flaunting city Miſs, daughter to mine 
hoſt, whoſe rooms they occupy. She 


has a tolerable complexion ; how ' ſhe | 
came by it, by chance or inheritance, 
I could. not perfectly diſtinguiſh by candle- 


ag If TR Wald have a miſtreſs,” 1 


- | recommend 


—_> 


Jr — a. a. 


* sar ) 


 tecommend- 1 to you, for I think the | 


is likely to come on as eaſy terms as 


e ar pocket of LOR conſcience 1 


1 aſked my little 3 * ſhe 


had heard from her friends in ——ſhire, 

by which I threw her whole frame into 

| ſtate of' trepidation. The father of 
lies muſt have been confoundedly buſy 

there, to have ſowed the ſeeds of diſ- 
cord in the very boſom of tranquility, 

She always ſeems agitated when I ap- 

_ proach, though upon my ſoul I have not 


ventured to addreſs to her a ſyllable that 


= could be offenſive to the ears of a veſtal. 
I.“ not that a favourable ſymptom, Frank? 
| but then, how dare thoſe two intelligent 


ſparklers expreſs ſuch internal ſatisfae - 


tion, whenever I, even for a moment. 
tear myſelf from her converſation! My 
viſit did not indeed furniſh me with 
many opportunities to manceuvre, or 
try experiments, for ſcarcely was the 
cloth removed, when the roſe to with. ' 


U 3 . 
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draw, and, notwithſtanding our united 
remonſtrances to detain Ber, Oy 1570 

hered to her'refolution. - 

This woman has a heart, ad if her 


heart and foul, as well as perſon, are 


not to be unreſervedly mine, I hall de 
but incompletely bleſſed. © 


Now I know thou art brimful ef 
malice, and ready to torment me about 
the poor lady in the ſtraw, and aſk ten 
thouſand impertinent queſtions I have 


not the power to anſwer. Do not be a 


Selima Worthy ; yet ſhe is of too much 


_ conſequence to be given up for ever. 
That muſt be the ſubje& of future con- 

ſideration; at preſent, all WF pere nt 
are oer behned by dne. 


I know thou art but a mongrel cur, . 


wtherbitig/ between the devil 


faint; the former, however, I believe, ; 


To fab predominates in thy character, as 


to enſure me thy good. wiſhes,” or even 


Wn aliſtanee, if i e nee towards 
the 


4 


Te 
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the accompliſhment of the pious deſigns 
thy honeſt friend and kinſma n 


0 5 4 
* | ; 4 5 
o 0 * 


| BE CAT H HAZLEFORD» - 
P. S. So! the biſhop will not ordain 
| you after all; he deſerves caning by my * 


foul ; you a try elſewhere : there is 
no time to be loſt. Old Rycroft breaks 


— 
Apace. * ofa . 
N . 
; - . — * 
1 * 
* 
5 
o 
— 
- 
* 
- 
os 4 
* ' 4 
1 : * 0 
* 
0 
F 
j - F 
rg 
* 
1 
* 
* 
" 
: 
* * 
9 1 
* * 
1 0 
6 * y 
4 
* 4 
— £ x , * : 
* 1 | 
2 
1 ry 
. | 
* H * 
8 „ . L k 3 
G Þ 
— 
w = R _ 
% HV 
* wn 
1 * 4 
0 
* 
Fo 
2 
. * 
4 1 a 4 ; 5 
* F — þ : * 5 
* * 
i 
4 
4 p 
\ 
* . 
* od 
P 
F 
p o 
P 5 : , - 
9 
* 
1 


L 224⁰J 


— * 5 . 
>” * 4 * * . 
. d ? g Y > - * g ö » . p 


' SELIMA. 
MISS WESTBURNE. 


| Tix play is . I am rd 
amply rewarded for the weak conſent 
obtained from me, to become a ſpecta- 
tor of a public ſhew—a wretch like 
myſelf, under the weighty, the diſgrace- 
ful diſpleaſure of her beſt friends---Yes 
Julia, it is diſgraceful to be ſuſpected. 
I feel it moſt grievouſly diſgraceful; 
though infinitely leſs inſupportable, it 
is ſurely the next calamity to that of 
being really culpable.---Such a wretch, 
I muſt repeat, ought not to entertain a 
thought of any alternative, but hiding 
ä ON rr ied hogoes , po Wl 


025 
_ her miſerable head in obſcurity, endea- 
vouring unrepiningiy to enn, to o the : 
en of her fate. 1 
Why did I. not conſider, « ere it was 
too late, the poſſibility of a rencontre 
with ſome one who might have ſeen me 
in my happier days; yet even had ſuch 
an idea occurred to my mind under the 
preſent circumſtances of my ſituation, 
how improbable muſt have appeared 
uch an event! It was my ee 
howerer, to prove it realized. 1785 
When I had finiſhed my letter to you, 
I joined the party in the dining- room, 
played one of Correlli's concertos with 
Mr. 8. before tea, and immediately 
afterwards - we all repaired together 
in a hackney-coach to the theatre; 
where, owing to the violent impatience 
of Miſs Gregg, who would have all 
the amuſement ſhe could for her money, 
we arrived ſome minutes before the 
doors were opened.— The precipitate 
5 Luey, das I ſuppoſe, had before 
experienced 
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experienced | a ſimilar obſtacle to her 
impetuoſity; for no ſooner was he len- | 
ſible of it, than crying 
Never mind, follow me wy | 3 #4 
5 jad from the coach, and, with a 
maſculine ſpirit, forced her way through _ 
_ the crowd, and ſoon, I believe, found 
no other impediment to her - progreſs 
but the door itſelf, Mr. and Mrs. Saun- 
ders would have agreed with me in 
Waiting patiently a more favourable op- 
portunity to approach; but our fair 
companion, with all her intrepidity, was 
not to be deſerted What could be done? 
We endeavoured to keep her in view, 
and effected our wiſhes in that reſpect 
tolerably well, till at laſt the doors were 
thrown open, and the torrent became 
5 irreſiſtible, every one ruſhing to obtain 
admiſſion at the ſame moment; and I 
_ abſolutely expected my joints to be dif- 
located, and my clothes torn from my 
back: indeed the firing of my cloak 
was ſo N wrung about my neck, 
that 


„ 5 
chat had 1 not in my hurry an it 
into a knot, I ſhould gladly have relin. 
quiſhed it to avoid the danger of being 
ſtrangled. To add to my perplexities, 
1 loſt one of my ſlippers; this was a 
real diſtreſs; and I called aloud on Mr. 
Saunders, who held his wife by one 
hand, who preceded, and myfelf by 
the other, who followed him as cloſely 
as I could Stop! flop! for Heaven s Fe 
fake! I have loſt my ſhoe!” “? 4 
lle took the alarm in an inſtant, 
kindly turned back, diſengaged me with 
ſome: difficulty from the crowd, and 


leaving me leaning againſt a wall, not 


out of ſight, on one foot; he began a2 
ſearch, which, with the aſſiſtance he pro- 
cured, was at length ſucceſsful, and 1 
was re- ſhod, though not very comforta- 
bly, my ſlipper having been thoroughly 
drenched in the kennel; the ill conſe- 
quences of which I ſtill feel very ſen- 
ſibly. Mr. 8. was extremely anxi- 
ous to have it dried, but I was too ea 

| . 
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ger to purſue our loſt friends to ſubmit 
to a moment's unavoidable delay; ſo we 
again proceeded, and, the firſt ſtruggle 
for admittance being over, found the taſłk 
no longer an arduous one of following 
them into the houſe: that of joining 
them there was not quite ſo eaſily ef. 
fected: Perſeverance, however, has 
. furmounted greater difficulties, 'and ſhe 
led us on, ſtep by ſtep, from bench to 
bench, ſhoved- on one ſide, elbowed on 
the other, and forſook us not, till ſhe 
had obtained for me a comfortable ſeat. 
by my friends, who were in the utmoſt 
_ conſternation at our abſence. No ſoon- 
er had Mr. Saunders the ſatisfaction of 
ſeeing us all ſafe together, than he re- 
tired, having firſt entreated us not to 
quit our ſtation till his return. 
In the courſe of the evening, as I was | 
| looking accidentally up at the boxes, 1 
beheld him engaged in familiar conver- 
ation, apparently with ſome of the firſt 
13 1 in them of both ſexes, a circum- 
„ 
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: ſtance which, ſurprized me, as it ſeemed 


but little conſiſtent with that of his ma- 
trimonial connexion, and the method of 


life to which he at preſent confines him- ; 
' ſelf. Engroſſed with this obſervation, * 


ſtill continued contemplating the ſame 


object, till ſtartled by the entrance of 


my former acquaintance, Lord Hazle- 


5 ford, I carefully reſtrained my eyes from 


again wandering in ſuch a direction, as 


might involve me in the danger of en- 
countering his. The buſineſs of the 
ſtage, I believe, was perfectly well per- "i 
formed, and might have afforded them 
an ample ard rational employment, but 
indeed they ſeemed to be fo ſullied by 
the gloomy colour of internal grief, as 
do refle& a tinge on every outward ob- 
jet. We ſtayed till the curtain was 
dropped for the night, from which, if 
you will believe me, my wearied ſpirits 
experienced a relief, for which bal had 
6 long been Jearning. 
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1 cannot expreſs to 100 the Rags 
they endured. What a miſerable trans. 
formation have a few, weeks wrought in 
the ſocial faculties of my mind! Surely 
A generous ſoul, however oppreſſed by 
its own aflliQtions, might keep alive a 
ſpark of ſympathy, and ſteal at leaſt 
fome alleviation , of its own pain, from 

the pleaſure of others; but it is not ſo 
with me. Am 1 become a churl, be- 
cauſe 1 am unhappy? No; Heaven 
knows I love to ſee chearfulneſs around 
me, though my cruel fate will not ſuffer 10 
me to be a ſharer · in it. . * 
All the ſympathy which ſurvives with - 
90 me, is the worthleſs property of thoſe 
who have drank deep of the ſame bitter 
cup; but I fear I ſhall diſtreſs. you. This 
; aſt effort has hurried my ſpirits beyond 
* their» ſtrength, and only ſerves to ſhew _ 
me how far I am plunged, beneath oy bk 
$ reach of. conſolation. _ 
J fat down, fully rad to have 


1 the diſmal Grand of 1 heart undif- 
$5 hs 8 0 turbed 55 


6 
* 


* 


ee 
turbed in the province over which they 


have moſt barbarouſly uſurped a domi- 


nion, and confine myſelt merely a re- 


cital of the little occurrences of an event 
= < which 1 yielded with reluctance, and 


on which I reflect with infinite concern; 


yet no adventures have I to relate, ex- 
cept the vexatious one of Lord Hazle- 


Ny ford. joining our conductor at the door, 


. offering his coach. to convey us home, 


Which was readily accepted, and accord- 
ingly making one of our party at ſup- 
per, from which I could not obtain per- 
miſſion to abſent myſelf, having injudi- 

ciouſly promiſed, without foreſeeing the 


conſequences of ſuch an engagement, 
either with reſpect to fatigue or the re- 

335 newal of a diſagreeable acquaintance. ; 

Lou may be ſure that I remained no 


longer than civility abſolutely required, 
though I muſt in juſtice acknowledge, 
that his Lordſhip's behaviour was per- 


fectly unexceptionable to the niceſt de. 


: licacy; ; Yo 4 age as I am, that his 
X 2 ; conduct 


* 


4 


| 0 8398” ) 1 
conduct is. not always limited to the 
bounds of propriety, with a thouſand 
8 Mzalafe a girl ſituated like my- 
elf, forming an intimacy with a man of 
bis rank and character, 1 ſhall be cau- 
tious in regulating my viſits where he 
ſeems to be received on terms of the 
moſt unreſtrainedVfamiliarity ; yet if he 
is a reſpected friend of Mr. N 1 
| am much ß 0” enrigho 
An odd circumſtance” at fits mo- 
ment recurs to my recolleQion, which 
aſtoniſhed me greatly at the time, and 
only grows more inexplicable on a fe- 
cond conſideration. That gentleman, 
0 ſuppoſing me an entire ſtranger to his 
right hon. friend, introduced him to me 
by the fictitious name of Brown, an er- 
ror fo unaccountable, that T ſhould not 
have given credit to the teſtimony of 
my own ears, had not the eee 
converſation removed my incredulity: 
„ Give me leave,“ faid he, e to 


5 introduce my friend Brown to the 
1 0p honour 


15 33 by 


bonour of your e, Mig 


e | 


« Miſs Worthy! pw. 1 ihe | peer, . 
in evident ſurprize, though in a low 


voice, Huſh! huſh! what the plague 


are you about? we ſhall be blown to the 


devil!“ 


„„ Miſs Worthy! of "then etiaimed he 15 
aloud, in an affected tone of rapture, 
2s it poſſible? can Thave the en 
Feet able felicity” — 770 e 
In ſhort, a repetition of his exttava- | 
gant rhapſodies would be an affront to 
my own underſtanding, and a tax upon 
your PREG,” with which. * 080, Le. 
burthen it. # 
FL. was too much 3 Fes out 
| of ſpirits to be able to reply to his ſalu- 
tation, without attempting the, detection 
| of a deceit, | the exiſtence of which Was 
very palpable, whilſt it was utterly im- 
poſſible for me to peneumus into the der 1 
poles. of it. 
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MIS. Saunders, on our return home; 
fell into the dilemma in which her huſ- 
band had been caught before, but a fig- 
_ nificant glance, with a gentle preſſure on 


the toe, were hints perfectly underſtood, 


though an aukward endeavour to rectify 


the miſtake only made it the” more ob- 


ſervable. 1 


Unleſs ny ſuſpicions were e up 


to the creation of falſe images, Lord 


. Hazleford at ſupper was on the brink of 


retaliation, and would have called Mr. 
Saunders by ſome other name; had he 
not corrected himſelf in better time.— 
What am I to think of theſe myſterious 


appearances ? Alas! poor penetration! 


how little a way art thou capable of div. 


ing into the ſubtle artifices of an in- 
_ triguing world! Ah! my dear Julia, 
who has been _ 1 think . 


nod? 


I begin to 8 that my new Biene 
are not of a claſs the moſt reſpectable. 


What am I to do ? - Nothing, but be 
. 


0.9 ? 


upon my guard. I cannot let a blind 
ſuſpicion actuate me to riſk inflicting a 


wound on a feeling mind, which the 


gloom- only of my own, perhaps, may 


have repreſented under a fallacious light. 


ſteadily to my reſolution, ſoon 3 
2 from her Fe £21: Sl 
Though from her unuſual filence; 55 


A ſecond viſit from this diſſipated no- 


bleman has kept me a bee in my 
own apartment all morning. 


Miſs Gregg has beer, wit 


her with a civil meſſage; but adhering 


viſible confuſion, one would naturally 
ſuppoſe Miſs Gregg was doing penance 


in the preſence of this auguſt perſonage, 
1 the conſequence ſhe aſſumes from hav- 
"wy deen in the company of a Lordi is 


inne : 


en e, exer- 
5 ciſing her ;rhetor ic in vain, placing the q 
compliment entirely to my account, and 

aſſuring me that Mrs. Saunders is quite 
ſhocked at the rudeneſs of my non ap- 
pearance. I pleaded the importance of 

the buſineſs which detained me, charged 
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| inconctivable ; : nor would the willingly | 


= 6 loſe any opportunity to profit by 10 . | 
nobling a diſtinction; and I believe 4 


has thought me a very great woman, 
ſince IJ have been honoured with the at- 
tion of ſo great à man. I hear no fig- 
nal of his departure: if he ſtays till 

after our early dinner, I will frame ſome- 
_ excuſe not tb att d the ſummons; for I 
muſt paſs immediately by the room. door 


where! they are ſitting. Vet perhaps I 


am refining on prudery, and carrying it 
to a faſtidious exceſs; the man is my 
abhorrence, I confeſs; and the badneſs 
of his character juſtifies my deteſtation: 
Vet the ſight of him has not the pro- 
perties of the baſiliſt, he cannot ann! 
hilate me with a lock. In ſhort, L will | 
torment myſelf no more about him. 
I T have been labouring to fulfil the 
promiſe I raſſily made you in the con- 
_ clufion of my laſt. Charlotte is a wretch- 
ed poeteſs, and I think you will acquit 
r of cke Fee any brilliant 
n „ fancy 
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Atty from another's pen—If he mould 
ſoar accidentally above herſelf, you may 
venture to aſſure. her of your forgive - 
| neſs. © Faded ideas will float upon the 
: | Jarface.” Plagiariſm has been tolerated 
in all ages: Virgil himſelf diſdained not 
to borrow a hint from an inferior. poet, 


"A And * ty Aſcracan verſe to Roman fool 


Nor ſhall I even ſcorn to conclude my 
letter in the emphatic Wor, s of Ham- 


let $ ghoſt: As e ct. 


Dat Farewelremember, we 
| SELIMA WORTHY, | | 
1 at ona en 
FROM CHARLONEE,f o RAN; 7 | 


 (incLoseD IN THE FOREGOING, . 
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WHAT duty bade me to conceal he now ; 
A higher duty calls me to avow= - | 5 f 
Religion bids me ev'ry influence prove, : 

And ſave the lover through the force of love, FA 
But, ah! alas what have I to impart ? 


Thou know'ſt too well the lecret of my heart.” ps 
5 Let, 


FC I” * 


Yet, though ubbappy Charlotte's grie fs: are Kaon 
| Vnpitying Werter teels but for his own; 
Regardleſs to whom elſe the blow is giv! n, 
With impious hand he wreſts the pow'r of Heav'n. 
How diff rent Albert, ever-honour'd youth = 
Reſting ſecurely on my plighted truth : i 
- Gen'rous, affectionate, and fondly kind, 
He ſees the anguiſh rankling in my mind W EF 
And if unfetter'd by the laws divine, 
Would ſeek his own content in forming mine; © 
With ſhame his nobler ſentiments I ſee, | 
For ſtill my erring heart is bent on thee— --- 
On thee, O Werter ! Loſt, miſtaken man! 
I vainly/cheriſh'd a deluſtve plan 
hop'd, although the Fates ſevere 
Uthe meaſure of our paſſage here, | 
Meekly ſubmiſſive to the dread controul, 
Saving from paſſion's pow'r the ſpotleſs foul; . 
That all our ſorrows with this life would ctaſe, p 
And Heay'n unite us in celeſtial peace. | 
But now the chearing phantaſy is o'er ; 
Werter forbids me to indulge it more; 
Himſelf awakes me from the pleaſing dream, - 
Nor leaves me e'en the comfort of eſteem. 
Forbear, miſguided wretch! yet ere too late 
Jo urge the vengeance of reluctant Fate. 
Attend to precepts, which thou beſt could'fi give, 
And value life when Charlotte bids thee live. 
Purſue the guiltleſs tenor of thy way,” ?“?“ 
Nor quench the glories of a brighter „ 
Canſt thou review the virtuous path thou'ſt trod, 
And end it all with treaſon to thy God? 
Mult with thy body be inuro'd thy "ak 3 
* And Chalan Parents tremble at thy name? 


Ah! 
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* b1 muſt tern piety in death defpiſe - 

Wat was in life the mirror of the wiſed. 

Let not perverted reaſon drop the ſhield, - 
Let not thy coward ſoul ſupinely yield __ 
To-the falfe impulſes of vice-=Depend 
Where reſignation ever finds a friend - 
Turn (as too prone; alas!) thy eyes on me, 


And learn ſubmiſſion to the harſh decree, . |, 


Which, ſtemming the black torrent of deſpair, 
Like thee I feel, but like a Chriſtian ber. 
I build my hopes upon Omnipotence, 1 
And ſeek my comfort through my. > eee 
"Excuſe the pride, and further the deſign ; 
Inam'd my innocence to ſtrengthen thine, - ph | 
Full well I know, do what frail Nature can, 
| ers only reſt the hopes of man. 
From whence muſt my imperſect pray' rs ariſe, 
To claim a recompenſe beyond the Kies? 
Can I a liſt of noble actions trace, 
Jo plead for mercy at the throne of ae? | 
Ah! no, poor Charlotte's only ſuit, will be, 1 
_ The guiltlels paſſion ſhe has felt for thee; - 
A liſt of ſufferings. ſhe can only ſhew, ; 
And hope for future bliſs from preſent woe. 
But ev'ry hope thy impious rage diſdains, 
| Rejects beneficence; ſolicits pains; | 7 
1 New, wretched ſyſtems now thy hours employ, 
Which nurſe deſpair, and fortitude deſtroy. 
Recall the reaſon of thy calmer days, _ 
And let ſuperior wiſdom. guide thy ways. 
Bleſsd ſtate of childhood f which depends alone 
. On judgment more enlighten'd than its own, 
Leaning upon the anxious foſt'ring breaſt, 
Where all its little cares ſecurely reſt, 


* 


ph But i 


. But man, imperious on his knowledge grown, 
PTFPoorgets the great achievements not his own; | 
N Re flects not, that whate'er it be, 
| Beſtow'd by him, who's able to Neal, 1 
© Whoſe pow'r is infinite - whoſe laws are juſt, * 
Sure he may cruſh, who animates the duſt!: 
Think ſt thou (for each falſe ſentiment I'd wa 
The-all bounteous:parent who has _ 25 1 82 
Will fee uncali'd his benefits return'd, 
And his firſt gift with indignation a * 
That gift on which all other favours reſt, _ | 
I The ſoul's'probation—Virtne's only teſt; 
And not; though low to wrath, the wretch diſown, 
8 Who'd make the thunder of his God his own. A * 
0 In all thy flatt'ring viſions, dar'ſt thou ien 
hat all his attributes in one will Gnk, IE 
That all the laws of juſtice will give way, 
And leave to mercy an unrivalld ſway ?. | 
Sure thy good ſenſe, 'o'erſhaded- as it is, 
Can ne*er admit ſuch ſophiſtry as this! 
| Conſider yet, and kiſs the gentler e 
Ere thou provok'ſt the vengeance of thy God, | I 


Soon may the quick viciflitudes of time n 
Diſſolve thy earthly cares without a crime. 
Proſtrate thyſelf before the throne of . 8 
Renounce thy error—ſue to be forgiv'n.. 7 h 
Cleanſe from thy thoughts the horrible deſign, - Zi 
Nor raſſily combat purpoſes divine. © 4 


Let Charlotte's pray'rs a friend in Werter fave, 
Eſteem'd through life, and honour'd in the grave, 


: i . . i 
: P 5 "= e's . * 5 
: * 
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LETTER 


e 


5 TER LXXIX. 


©, MISS WESTBURNE 
To 


SELIMA. 


O. Selima, you have infected me with 
the full force of the alarm, which has 
but too reaſonably, I fear, infuſed itſelf 

into your imagination. I doubt, I doubt, 


KS my ſweet friend, you have formed a dan- 


gerous connexion, into which, alas! you 
have been precipitated by my miſtaking 
zeal. That miſtruſt is the mother of ſe- 
* 

curity, is a ſevere leſſon, and however 
neceſſary to learn, very difficult of prac- 
ice to an ingenuous mind; but a myſ. 
terious conduct muſt be a juſtification of 
Vo. II. Y ſuſpicion 


* 


| 
Þ 
0 
| 
| 
| 
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- ſuſpicion to the moſt candid. Fly, ly 
dear girl, it is your onlyalternative.— 
Ilude their deſigns, whatever may be 


their tendency, for it cannot be to good. 
Lord Hazleford, a man of profeſſed 


gallantry, has no character to loſe, and 
will not ſhrink from any meaſure which 


may effect the eſtabliſhment of that in 


which a libertine prides himſelf. 


You may have diſguiſed, but you 


; cannot have diveſted yourſelf of charms 
both of mind and perſon, to attach the 

_ worthy, and, as there are few bleſlings 
without their concomitant misfortunes, 

to attract the * n of — 
Pe men. 2 


I may be too edn, but you 


cannot be too cautious. The native 
frankneſs of your heart, together with 
the unfortunate circumſtances of 
ſituation, render you peculiarly expoſed 
to the machinations of deceit. Delay 
not to. KEE out for lod gings with ſome 


your 


" ey 


- - . 


any other 
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elderly people, where the viſits of Lord 
Tazleford will not be admiſſible, nor of 
ung man of faſhion, for 
they are reported to be all alike. I ſhall 
tremble for your ſafety, whilſt it con- 
tinues under the talons of his neſt of 
vultures. It is a harſh term I confeſs. 
I ſincerely wiſh it may Ove an unme 
rited one alſo. | ö 
My life continues the fame unvaried 
| ſcene, which may be myo deſcribed 3 in 
the monoſyllable—blank. 


Your lines, in the Br of Char- 
| lotte, reflect but I dare not praiſe either 


you or your productions, afraid of drawvw- 


ing upon myſelf a retaliation, to which 
I have no claim, but through the We- 

ality of your friendſhip. "% * 
Write again, my beloved Sell ima, 
without delay, and relieve my heart 
from the e created in it oy your 
laſt. 1 1 R 


Remember thee ah my poor girl, 


* when 1 ceaſe to remember thee, the light 


* 


* 


„„ 
of this world, with its lingering pains 


2 1 


* 


and tranſient pleaſures, will be for e 
extinguiſhed in the boſom. of you 
-*  . JULIA WESTBURNE, 


$7 +» 2 * 
. 2 


LORD HAZLEFO RD | 
10 e 


' FRANCIS PORTMORE, ESQ, | 


ah Taz, devil's 1 in \ this c coy by Lbelieve! j 
I thought ſhe had an education ſuperior 
to this vulgar timidity. It is not the 
way with the well-bred miſſes of the 
preſent age to ſhrink from. obſervation, 
and appear to dread no misfortune ſo 
much as the admiration "of the men. „ 
Had this been the invariable caſt of | 
her conduR, I ſhould have thought her 
- A fool and beneath my ate] tion; but 
: * the evening of our firſt acquaintance, 
ſiurrounded by her friends, and intrg- 
9 Auced as che near relation of Mrs. Anne 


* 


+ 8 


Weng . | 


K 1 4 
4 , $< 
+; 
4 17 
* 


3 A adopted—nay, as Mrs. 
Candour would, obſerve in this place, w 
they did ſay, but the report was not ho- 
noured with univerſal credit, though 
every body agreed in admitting the lady 
to be a paragon of an old maid : but 
this is not very analagous to my purpoſe, 


which was to tell you, that the young one 


* was at that time entirely eaſy, degagee, 
entertaining, and elegant, perfectly the 
woman of faſhion in her moſt captivat- 
ing characteriſtics, blending with them 
all the bewitching naiveié of a firſt in- 


troduction into the world. She did not 
then even ſeem to ſhudder at the harm 


Teſs amuſement of a little innocent co- 


quetry; ; Not with me, though be it ob- 
ferved, after ſhe underſtood I was a 
married man. Confound the babbling 


tongue of Charles Courtley, I ſhould 
ſtigmatize that fellow with the name of 
=_— - Therſite hat 


a he one grain of malice 
in his diſpoſition to ſupport the compa ; „ 
den a the hea however 8 me with, 
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diſtant 1 and cold civility, but here 
if I ſpeak to her, her pale, wan cheek, 
for ſomething (affliction no doubt) has 
robbed it for the preſent of its native 
bloom, is inſtantly ſuffuſed with crim- 
ſon; no bad omen that, thou wilt ex- 
claim with a prophetic ſhrug. Thinkeſt 
thou to inſtru& me, that the baſhful 


glo- of artleſs ſimplicity i is not an i-» 7} 


ſurmountable obſtacle to the wiſhes of a 

perſeyering lover? but then, they muſt = 
not be incorporated with a particle of 
diſdain. Diſdain ! heavens and earth! - 
am I an object of diſdain, and ſhall I 
not revenge myſelf? Shall I be ſcorned 
by woman without a cauſe, my boy 
Indifference would have been fatal 1 


her, but now all the preliminaries which 


my tender; conſcience had been ſtipulat- 
ing for in her favour, are void, null, 


and of none effect. She mall be ; 24g 0 


on my own, on any terms. 5 
So much for your „ OY fays | 


the pious eccleſiaſtic. Now inform me, * 


* 


3 1 Pray, 


1 it cannot interfere with the felicity of 
_ thy friends. Plague on thee, thou haſt 
[9 conjured up an idea in my breaſt, with 
= "which tranquility cannot aſſociate. Were 
I beloved by an angel, ſayeſt thou? by 
Jupiter I muſt have changed my nature 

I believe, have turned angel too, and 
endeavoured to deſerve ſo unſpeakable a 
+ bleffing: but then my wife! Were I 
d con 


1 pray, low l bur Wade would have _ 
been exemplified, had you been ſo for- 


tunate as to pagets the e 55 __ 


young, lady? 


Pray thee, do not be inſſerrinct, 
keep thy preaching for thy pulpit ; "there 


x * 


ider her as the only obſtacle be- 
tween me and ſo exquiſite a . 
BY un I ſhould ſtrangle . 
Only once have my longing eyes be- 
held this inexorable beauty ſince our 
rencontre at the play- houſe; this divine 
creature, who takes all imaginable pains 
to Hecatiſe herſelf, e without effect. 
What a woman! Could ſhe transform 


and her manner, would defy the f 
of uglineſs itſelf to render her unattrac- 
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her perſon into the verylteverſe of what 
At is, her mind, her voice, her language, 
{= 


tive—Did I ſay ſhe was no witch, wen 
there is magic in her every geſture? | 
Aſk Ned Hervey, if her charms are not 


Irreſiſtible. The devil take that fellow: 
he is the only barrier to my deſigns 2 hk | 
the tranſient gratification of a ſecomd "2" a 
time converſing with the idol of my 
ſoul, was obtained by ſtratagem, and 
its continuance, ſhort as it was, obtained 


by force, abſolute force, which could 


not have. been practiſed, had not Ned, 
wWho had lately been a ſufferer in th . 
„ cont; e Tie enjoyment of 
* delightful conſequences. 


I was in the humour for a frolick 
al champagne for my apology—TYet | 
there is ſome curſed taliſman in the 
preſence of a truly modeſt woman, that 


ſtrikes an awe on 2 the moſt daſhing li- 


1 0 bertine, 7 
* 


overcome. „ | 
Frank, when 8 was at aſt 
| granted to her remonſtrances—when ſhe 


We to depart with all the joy of a pri- 


7 % Mi 5 
7 Me * 2 a 
po es. 


 Tparingly employed Ix 
all-irritating jealouſy, as auxiliaries to 
my own indefatigable genius, two pow- 


Ms. Saunders, as he calls bet 
that being the name her friend has 
thought proper to aſſume in his tempo- 
rary retirement from the world, is firmly 
+ attached to my intereſt ; for I have un- 
potent gold, and 


ſoner liberated from the Baſtile What 
8 would not thy brother in iniquity have 
| given, to have followed her? Aye--- 
By Joye and would have done ſo, but 


25 Ws. 
4 


this FORTRON bar to o all my * 


. + 


— 


ers which ſeldom fail to influence the 


- 


| female heart. Her ſilly friend too is as 5 
thoroughly at my diſpoſal.” A lord, 1 
am ſure, is a fara avis in her eſtimation, 


not to be refuſed ork | 
world. 1 j 
I have not yet brought my plans intc 


; miſchief can ſucceed—Had not the pru- 


had ſhe condeſcended to temporize a 
Hitle, my patience would not have Veen? 


"to which ſhe has related me, excluded 


7 as * Thine unalterable, 


5 Hrn 
4 b. 8. This pattern of piety, it ſeems, 


caped from the ill-humours of her papã 


which, 


e 12 for the f 


a tolerable train ;—Hervey muſt be re- 
moved at all events, before any en £ 


dery of this little ſyren over-ſhot itſelf; - 


o ſpeedily exhauſted; but in the ſtate 


from every r ray of happineſs—1 am pro- 
voked to hoſtilities. Let her take the 
+ conſequences: therefore of the war ſhe 


. 
*%s . 4 : 


has impoſed herſelf on theſe ignorant 
toads, with whom ſome caprice of fortune 
has aſſoclated her, for a rich heireſs, eſ- 


Ol the artifice of woman kind l. On my 
life, it is almoſt coeval with that of the 
Kos of the creation, the aſcendency of 


= 
_ 
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which, notwiclfif 


Ranthng, 55 truſt I ſhall, 
ſoon be able to ann tD » W hat has 


tumbled her from the ſummit of "m4 
neſs, to a ſituation ſo. little congenial 


with her nature, is beyond the ſcope of 


my divination. All that I could learn 


from that fool Suſannah, after all the 
trouble which ſhe coſt me, was, that 
ſhe thought ſome old woman in they 
63 Heathcott family was a deſperate enemy. 
to her miſtreſs; and I was þeginnir 3 


turn my thoughts towards an introd e- 
tion to the old baridand- * ki Ky 


3 began to bethink | 
obligations. 


"ES 


, * 
FFV 
* 13 4 | # 1 * 2 a 1 ' 


; = . why: ſhould I be alarmed? Miſtr uſt i ”w 


their aflociates... 6 


Were 1 ever again to o ſubjett myſels 


to the deteſtable freedoms of a married 

libertine, ſhould I not be ſharing i in the 

ns of his coadjutors, 
VoL. II. ö 
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now ſo completely awakened in my 
breaſt, Lhope, as effectually to guard me 
from danger. Be aſſured I will never 
ore throw myſelf i into the company of 
people whoſe principles are too evidently 
ſuch as gan at leaſt reflect no credit on 


Yeſterday, i 
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Yeſterday, rapes this vile noble.” = 
man to be gone for ſome time into the 
, I ventured to accept the preſſing. 
Invitation of Mrs. Saunders, to drink 
tea in her apartments, abſolutely, as ſhe 

declared to me, without the riſk of en- 

countering any other viſitor ; but, not- 
withſtanding theſe ies, I ſoon ex- 
2 perienced a ſevere reproof for my folly,” 
in the unexpected appearance of the 


perſon whom I particularly wiſhed to 


avoid; nor was the evening far ad- 
vanced, ere I had additional reaſon to 
accuſe myſelf for a compliance, with 5 
which 1 really thought at that time, 
nothing but the moſt peeviſh obſtinacy . 
could diſpenſe. You know I had not 
then received any provocation; my ſuſ- 
picions were unſubſtantiated; nor could | 
I be authorized by vague | conjectures ; 
only, to a return of incivility, where I 
had been treated with e and 
li kind attention. oor 
452 g 94 . 
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TY hope I am not become a prude, 
Jalta, for prudery is a foible, againſt 


which I have always been uſed to enter- 
tain the moſt inſuperable diſguſt, yet I 
proteſt to you, I could almoſt. weep at ' 


the indignities I have ſuffered, or ſhould 
have ſuffered, but for the kind interven- 
tion of Mr. Saunders. There is cer- 
tainly ſome wonderful ane in 
his character. 


& While this lady is hete, Sir, ſald 


* « conſider myſelf as her pretector, 


and ſhe ſhall not be inſulted.” 


Theſe words were uttered: with a NE 
my menacing aſpect, which his LOT 


thought fit to rally. 
„„ Well, well, a truce with that 8 


me- down countenance I pray thee Ned. 
Am not I her protector alſo? We are 
all her protectors, every man is the pro- 
tector of an angelic woman; but the 
devil on it is, whilſt we are guarding 
them from danger, we are falling into a 
5 ſnare ourlelves, and our hearts are the 


2 2 e victims 


= IE 
— 2 * — 
— — — 5 
2 — at IE ARTIEr” vgs. 
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„iim of our knight-errantry.. Do not 
you find it fo my buck 2? 


But why do repeat this ere Aas . 
jargon? Notwithſtanding | his friendly 


N interpofition, Mr. Saunders at laſt re 


laxed from his benevolent reſolution, 
and afterwards joined my tormentet'in 
forcing me to remain in a party from 


Wich I was moſt: earneſtly deſirous to 


retreat, till the clock ſtruck twelve, | 
win was the ene; dir aa of 5. 5 
When ſupper was over, after the 
amuſement of charades, rebuſſes, cram- 
bo, conundrums, and all the little im- 
plements of falſe wit, as the SpeQator pro- 
perly terms them, was entirely exhauſted, 


the next infantine paſtime agreed on 


was our old ſchool recreation, croſs- 
queſtions, which I really thought ſo in- 


nocent, that it was impoſſible to form 


an objection to the propoſal: on the 


© contrary, indeed I regarded it as an op- 


portune reſcue from other impertinence 
. FIR Nr . 


WS 


e 
of a nature not to be ſo eaſily tolerated; 


but I was ſoon ſenſible of my error, for | 
when the forfeits were to be redeemed, 
Lord Hazleford had the effrontery to 


declare, that a kiſs was the only equi. 


valent he would accept for mine; 
and without waiting to know whether 


or not I thought it worth the ranſom 


(indeed it was very valuable, being a 
beautiful tooth · pick caſe, the gift of the 


beloved, the reſpected, and deeply. re- 
gretted Mrs. Leſlie) he ſeized rudely 


. hold of me, and ſnatched ſeveral from 


my lips, whilſt the blood roſe into my 


cheeks, and reſentment darted from my 


eyes; yet in ſpite of my vexation, this 
foolery went round, and to my extreme 


aſtoniſhment, Mr. Saunders followed the 
example of his right hon. friend, but 
without any of the ſame extravagant 
raptures; he gave me a ſalute, but it 


was in a manner modeſt and unimpaſ- 


ſioned, as the chaſteſt friendſhip would 


admit, O! my Julia, how rejoiced I 


2 2 was 
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Was to And myſelf o1 once agen ſceure in 5 


5 own chamber. e | 
After having thrown telt on my 
hs praiſed the ' Almighty for all his 
mercies, and implored his continual pro- 
tection, I ſoon laid my wearied head 
upon the pillow, and hoped to have bu- 
ried in oblivion all traces of the turbu- 
lent ſcene from which I had fo thank. 
fully eſcaped ; but my ſpirits were too 


much agitated to yield all at once to re- 


poſe, neither was it to be enjoyed under. 
this roof till the ſeparation of the riot- 

- ous party in the dining-room. The gen- 
tlemen were much exhilarated by the 


quick circulation of the glaſs before my 
| _ departure, which rendered my ſituation 


ſtill more irkſome ; but now they were 
grown ſo immoderately boiſterous, as 
even to alarm old Gregg himſelf—who 
roſe in a prodigious rage, fetched his 
daughter away, and demanded a general 
peace, which was more readily granted 
* I {and it would have been; and 
. , Mk RS about LY 


1 602899 
about three o'clock in the morni ning e. 


houſe was reſtored. to its Wanted tran- 


> 


illi!!! ; dro 
My ſpirits were 10 Wein Allem 
poſed, that the dawn of day had peeped 
into my chamber before ſleep had drawn 

its curtain over my ſenſes; in conſe- 
quence of which I lay fo late, that poor 
Mary thought, I believe, that In was. 


= either dead, or in a trance. 


Mary, I ſhould inform you, is tals 
585 to this family a worthy creature, 
for whom I have an infinite reſpect, a 

ſentiment which I flatter myſelf is reci- 

procal; indeed I render her every little 
kindneſs in my power: for if ſlavery be 
permitted in a free country, Mary has 


her ſhare of the bitter draught. Among 
other trifles, profiting by Miſs: Gregg's 


hint, I made her a preſent of my braid, = 
the ſacrifice I voluntarily made to my 
peace of mind. Alas !' Julia, what has 
it availed? A broken and a contrite 
Fen I truſt will be more. re acceptable, „ 
| and „ 


* 
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and 1 if I know l 1 have. to 
affer pure and unadulterated before the 
throne of grace. Yes, my love, we 
ſhall ſee better days, but when, is a ſe- 
eret lodged only in the boſom of our 
Creator. His will be done“ 
The artleſs, honeſt ſoul returned in 1 
great hurry, and full of confuſion, with 
the fifteen ſhillings ſhe had received from 
the hair-dreſſer, fancying herſelf guilty 
of an error in ſuppoſing I could deſign 
ſo immenſe a ſum for ſo poor à body. Fr 
Indeed I beg pardon,” faid ſhe, 
bluſhing, © I made a fore miſtake, but 
Who would have thought it worth ſo 
much money, pretty as it was, when i it 
8 e . l rr, „ 
„I am heartily glad that you ine 
found it ſo valuable,” faid 1, and were 
it ten times more ſo, e would be | 648 
Lau, welcome to it, believe me.“. 
„ Why then,” at the poor girl 
4 Un an extacy, „may God in Heaven 
5 bleſs Jou, and reward you according to 


your deſartsy” avogptity' A ct NS 
wiping away a grateful tear ey the 


corner of her apronn 


Ah! thought I, how Iittle haſt W 
ſimplicity trafficked with the good things 
of this world, when ſo poor a: trifle 
makes ſuch an impreſſion on thy heart! 

Tuere is ſomething wonderfully konſo- 

5 lntory: in the Prayers of innocen ce. 

Can you give me a true definition of 

12 vanity? If it means thellove 
of admiration only, every particle of niy 

nature is tainted with the offence; or 


E 


rather let me call it approbation, for 


that is an epithet more deſeriptive of the 
ſentiment I ardently covet to inſpire. A 
general wiſh" to pleaſe is ſurely a twin. 
ſiſter of benevolence, and an offspring: 
of that brotherly love, | enforced! by the 
great Author of Chriſtianity, and the 
_ firſt: ſpring of every moral duty. | But 
Why am I perpetually dreaming of a 
happineſs, from the enjoyment of which 
1 am n ee, excluded? Why have Þ 
OAT, W talted 


| 
[ 
| 
t 
| 
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5 taſted in its moſt 8 luxury the : 
bleſſing of friends, the delight of being 
beloved, only the more to nauſeate the. 
inſipidity of the unintereſting exiſtence, 

to which my future * muſt a de- ; 
op vets { - 2G; f | 


 Sluggard : as Lids I ade. my appear- * 


ance below ſtairs before Miſs Gregg, 
ad nd thereby ſuſtained the firſt dee of 
| by father's reſentment. 


Fine doings | pretty doings i Paith yy 


; ce he, © Iſe ſhall have this here houſe 
turned out of the vindows Iſe ſuppoſe, 
dut Iſe ſhew them who's maſter of it.“ 


„ Vhy laws! vather,“ faid his ſon 


950 Thomas, * it is this Lord that has turned 
their heads: giddy ſure enough. Vell, 
for my part, I ſhould like to be in com. 


pany vith a Lord waſtly myſelf. Pray 


_ Miſs, vhat may they ſay now? do they 
talk like other folks? Vell, Iſe viſh he 
vould come and fill his ſnuff-box in our 
ſhop, he ſhould wanne it bard down and 
veleome.“ N | 


6 Phar, 


6 


TY Pay! yy. ſaid the old man, «© how 


like a numbſcull you talk! as if maca- | 


ronies taked ſnuff!” 


Why Thave ſeen them cram it 110 


faſt enough on the ſtage, I am ſure. 
Pooh, vhat ſi'nifies that? vhat' 8 


done on the ſtage is nothing but make 
believe: : Iſe tell thee, they dare not take 
ſnuff nor ſmoke tobacco neither, afraid 


of dirtying their fine clothes forſooth; 


howſomever, never a gay Tpark of ho 


all ſhall towze and tumble my daughter, 


as if ſhe vas a common huſſey, at three 
o'clock in the morning—let other peo- 
ple demean themſelves as they pleaſe,” 
with a ſignificant glance at me, which 


hurt me I confeſs, though the edge of 
the fatire was blunted by a conſciouſneſs 


that it was undeſerved ; yet it rouzed : 
my ſpirit, and ' afforded me a ſeaſonable 


opportunity to diſcloſe the deſign I had 


been meditating, of which 1 did wor 


ner to avail myſelf, 


6c. Pleaſe | 
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in the ſituation you have deſcribed: you 
muuſt likewiſe permit me to inform you, 
ttat I do not conſider myſelf as a party 
concerned in diſturbing the rępoſe of 
Pour family, therefore to ſecure myſelf 


5 future, I muſt deſire you, Sir, to return . 
the money I have depoſited. in our 


out for a place of abode, where I ſhall 
{not even be accountable for my oN M -: 
En my much leſs for thoſe of other . 


„ 


t + Pleaſe th} aer; Sin, aid I, o 
1 75 to whomſoever your inſinuation maß 
be directed, that you did not find me 


from ſuch injurious imputations for the 


hands, as I intend. immediately to look 


10M 1 do not feel mae | 


; F 11 any ie Sen e &} SY 1 SR 3 
8 .« Eh] Vhat !. Vhat 1 18 the Waist 2 
Son Thomas, bear vitneſs. Have I faid | 


4 aan uncivil vord? Return your money! De 5 
>  Ddſheart! a fine ſtory! A thouſand ; 


1 pounds to be called in at a minute bs 


: 5 vonee ? py. | 


varning — vould_ vou ruin a man * NE 
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„By no means,“ returned I, „nor 


would I put you to any unneceſſary in- 


convenience; I only wiſh to preſerve my 


own character from the groſs miſinter- 


pretations of ignorance and malice.” 


„ Vhy now if ever 1 ſeed the like, 
iss!“ ſaid the younger; „ Iſe ſure 
vather did not mean no diſparagement 


to it in the leaſt. Did you now, va- 


ther? And for my part, when Dick 


Drugget over the way ſaid as how he 


_ 


7 thought you vas no better till you ſhould 


be, from the Methody airs you give 


. yourſelf, I told him flat and plain that 


it vas no buſineſs of his'n, that you vas 
a rich heireſs, and had a right to give 
poourſelf vhat airs you pleaſed, Nay, if 
he had not been a cuſtomer, I think I 
ſhould have caned him, by my ſaul.” _ 


% Vell done, Tom!“ ſaid his father: 
«. Adad, Tom's a lad of mettle.? 


% Nay, for that matter, I knowed + 


vhat they vould be at vell enough. It 


5 is e at all but enwy. They vil! 
. A have 
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have It, that you are my 11 for. 
ſooth; 50 and there i'n't von of them that 
vould not give his eyes and ears to o boot, . 


to be in my place, I believe.” ' 


Here it was utterly. pale to ſup- 


1 n, at that moment. 


Nah, 1 know not vhat vill become 
"> wW poor Tom, if you leaves us,“ ſaid 
mine hoſt; © he vill be throwing him- 


ſelf into the Thames, or ſome miſchief; 


and then here is your friend Lucy com- 
ing down ſtairs now; her heart vould 
be none ſo. light, methinks, if ſhe 


knowed the diſcourſe vee are upon.” 


I found I had effectually averted the 
impending ſtorm, though I had made 
little progreſs towards the accompliſn- 
ment of my own deſign. My Hection- 
ate friend, however, was not in a hu- 
mour to profit by the unexpected calm, 


but, 


preſs a ſmile, though I much feared it 
would be conſtrued into a mark of ap- 

probation, which I cannot ſay was ex- 
actly the ſenſation which excited my 
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diy tines to have the advantage 85 
of the firſt attack, ſnubbed her father, 
1 ſneered at the prude, and abſolutely, 
before ſhe had finiſhed her breakfaſt, 
threw a plate of toaſt and butter in her 
brother's face, greaſing all over a new 
ſuit of blue and buff, in which he had 
dreſſed himſelf for the day, being in- 
| Vited with the old gentleman to 2 tur- 
tle-feaſt in the city. Tom's mettle was 
rouzed by this amazonian aſſault, and 
ſuch a ſcene of confuſion ſucceeded, 
that I was happy to ſecure a retreat be- 
fore any more ſerious conſequences en- 
ſued; and to feat myſelf quietly down 
to give you a regular ſketch of our very 
. Irregular proceedings. 0 5 
What am I to do? how is it mod ad- 
| viſcable for me to at? A removal 
from hence is certainly the firſt object 
of my wiſh; and the moment I can re- 


cover- my money, or obtain better ſe- 


curity for it than a note of hand, and 
can ſuit myſelf with comfortable, or ra- 
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Ee ther eligible; 1 * that: Thould. 
be the primary conſideration with a fe- 


5s male, deſtitute of. friends as. Tam—it is 


the plan I ſhalt-moſt joyfully adopt: 
but I fear the difficulties I have men- 
tioned will not be eaſily overcome; and 
in that caſe I muſt remain in the ſitua- 
tion you ſo highly diſapprove. But do 
not alarm yourſelf, my dear friend. My 
fears begin to ſubſide, from the reflec- 
tion that my vigilance is awakened; and 
indeed I flatter myſelf there is not any 
real cauſe for our apprehenſions. Lord 
 Hazleford' regards me evidently as an 
inſignificant girl, to whom he may . 
impertinent with impunity; and when 
ever chance maliciouſſy throws me in 
his way, fails not to exerciſe his favorite 
talent at my expence': but as for ſtrata- 
- gems, we read of them in noyels and 
romances; but, ſurely, in real life there 
are few men wicked enough to praftice 
them R dhe! innocent, even ſhould 
11909 02,4 e, Oy 
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5 tu think any woman worth the trou- 


ble and opprobium of ſo baſe an action. 


I have been writing in a cold room, 


1 without a fire, till my fingers are ſo 
7 cCTramped, that I ſcarcely know how to 


add a tolerable concluſion to this long 


epiſtle, though my heart beats with its 
ulſual warmth, and bids me aſſure you 


"nat 12 am unalterably your own 
Cd  SELIMA WORTHY, 
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Ir is all over—that is to ſay, it is all 
' contrived, and fo contrived—My dear 
boy thou knoweſt what a Machiavel I 1 
am at an intrigue. Ned Hervey is re- 
moved: but there my old friend gave 


me a lift beyond my moſt ſanguine ex- 


pectations. The poor fellow is coming 
of age at laſt; and hang me, if I do 
not rejoice in his good fortune from my 
ſoul, independent of its Sen influ- 


ence over mine. 


The old huncks has got his final. 
orders, and march he muſt without 
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beat of "URS or any attendant: bono wy; 
_ whatſoever, civil or military, He has 
been viſited by a qualm of conſeience it 
ſeems, and has found it expedient to 
ſend for his ſon and heir, to make his 
peace with him before his departure 
. © What an incorrigible fool he has been! 
but good frequently cometh of evil, as 
your reverence would piouſly obſerve ;— 
In this inſtance, even avarice itſelf has 
naad its ſalutary effects. Had not old 
ſquare- toes obſtinately oppoſed every 
wiſh of his heart, poor Ned would never 
have known life. If he could have had 


2 comfortable home, he would never 


have been a man of che world, but 
have ſunk, or reſted rather, in that 
obtuſe maſs of unanimated clay, for 
which his birth deſigned. him—a mere 


country ſquire. At preſent, he is really . 
a pretty fellow; he has a daſh or two 


of the bon - vivant; has tippled a little 
at the glorious fount of pleaſure— But | 
for us men of aſpiring genius, is reſerv. | 
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ed alotie: the true enjoyment if 1 copĩ- ; 
dous draught!. We, like Satan, on the - 
high mountain looking over all the 
kingdoms of the earth, may exultingly 
exclaim, theſe are our own; for we 
know how to extract their richeſt trea- 
ſures, cull their choiceſt fweets, and 
teach them how to gratify our caprici- 
ous appetites. But to a ſubject, which, 
1 confeſs, at this moment aſſimilates 5 
better with the ſtate of my inclinations; 
thoꝰ, upon ſecond thoughts, I will not d. 
vulge a ſyllable of my intentions, till ſue- 
ceſs has ſtamped them with its own intrin- 
fic value. Yet egad, I fear I cannot pro- 
ceed far without thy aſſiſtance. When 
this piece of exiſting ſnow—this breath- 
ing iciele is mine, where muſt I convey 
3 ?—Here ſhe muſt not remain, that 15 
is certain: — nor do I believe, there is a 
corner in the great metropolis, where 
hg would not be obnoxious to the jea- 
louſy 85 chat ſuſpicious fury; unleſs 1 
” | were 
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were to keep her like a bird in a cage 2 


and what is the worth of a jewel, if it 
is not to vba in the eyes of ng: be- 
; s | e I n hotly: 7 


By my foul, my der lows! thou 
val ſtretch forth a friendly hand to re. 
ceive the fugitives i in their flight, for a 
time at leaſt, or 1 1 ſounder uu be⸗ 


fore 1 reach the goal. 11 inicio 
Io quiet all clerical objebllone, thou 


ſhalt have no cauſe to repent, I promiſe 


thee. I have an excellent ſpecific for a 
galled conſcience; beſides, is not thy 


hoped- for preferment in the church?at 


my diſpoſal too, and doſt thou think to 


recommend thyſelf by turning up thy 


eyes and whining over thy paternoſter? 


or you may be out of the way if you 
pleaſe, and leave the enormity of the 


action to be afcribed to my impndences . 


t ſnall bear the whole burden of it with 


all my heart, I only want thy good ſer- 
vices till I can throw off a- yoke which | 
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Is become almoſt INES en 
my entanglement with Lady Alicia Weſt⸗ 
burne. By Jupiter, I am more hen- 
pecked than the fool her huſband; and 
the plague of it is; I feel myſelf ſbackled 


in a kind of tye not ſo eaſily diſſolved as 
the indiſſoluble knot, as our wiſe fore- 


fathers, from the heap of their wiſdom, 
denominated the marriage ceremony. 

Were my wife to throw herſelf into fits, 
ſtorm like a mad woman, or whimper _ 
like a child, with what | ſovereign con- 
tempt ſhould I whiſtle a tune, ſurvey 
my perſon in a mirror, pick my teeth, 


adjuſt my neckcloth, bruſh the ſcattered | 


grains of powder from my temples, call 
for that very equipage which (entre nous) 
her own gold enabled me to purchaſe, 
order the coachman to drive to the door 


Io of ſome celebrated eourtezan, or ſme 


noted gaming houſe, leaving poor cara 


0 ſpoſa'to reflect upon, and envy, the eaſy 


non-chalance of my y happy renter; which 
5 


=" 


45 N 


even W has not the power to dil. 


compoſe: but here the caſe is utterly 


reverſed: this little capricious ſiend has 
got ſuch an unaccountable hold upon 
me, that notwithſtanding the violent 
paſſion an angel, as ſuperior as virtue is 
to vice, has enkindled in my breaſt, I 


cannot break with her for my life. This 
very morning [ experienced ſuch a ſcene, 


as I contemn myſelf for having endured. 

Such faintings, upbraidings, remon- 
ſtrances, and all for what? why for- 
ſooth, becauſe her dear betrayer had in- 


humanly for three whole days abſented 


3—, perform mT promiſe of meeting 


Huy 


himſelf from her ſight. How-cloying is 
the love of theſe tender turtles Were 
ſhe not a married woman, and conſe- 
quently ſome danger attending the pur. | 
ſuit, the flame would have been ertin. 
guiſhed long ago. 
But time elapſes, and this is a day of. 
"buſineſs. I muſt dreſs, dine with Lord 
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LETTER LXXXIII. 


sELIMA 


MISS WESTBURNE. © 


- . 


Gracious Heaven! defend me, or 

I am loſt indeed. Terror ſo encompaſſes 

me, that I can ſcarcely deſcribe to you 
the ſituation to which I am reduced. 
Though I would fain avail myſelf of this 

| melancholy moment, in which the poor. 

girl is putting up a few neceſſaries, to 
aſſuage my aching heart, and lull its ap- 
prehenſions ; yet wherefore cruelly i im- 
poart horrors to your tender boſom, which 
all its ſympathy muſt be ineffetual 

to relieve? Alas! where—ſavein the 
2 Almighty Ruler of the Univerſe — 
Vor. II. Bo © oo 
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where is © will EI power united to 


ſuecour the miſerable Selima? | 
Well, my Julia, be it the contest n 
of your friendly ſpirit, that whatever 
bodily hardſhips I endure, the mind is 


ſubject to no viciſſitudes, but ſuch as 


proceed from its own weakneſs. 


Ĩ) he blackeſt deſign is come to light. 
Ah | ſurely I have not the impiety to re- 
pine under ſuch a bleſſed, ſuch an im- 
| Ns, inſtance of divine protection. 
Yeſterday, on the arrival of an ex. 
3 from the country, Mr: Saunders 
"I off with all poſſible expedition to 
take a laſt farewel of a dying father; 
at leaſt ſueh was the oſtenſible cauſe of 
his ſudden departure; and this morning 
Mrs. Saunders held a private conference 
with Lord Hazleford; though not ſo 
private (God be praiſed) as was neceſ- 
ſary for the completion of their wicked. 
purpoſe. Mary, hearing my name very 
5 frequently repeated, as ſhe was bruſhing. 
he ſtairs, ſuffered her curioſity, w which I 


really 


* 
\ 


* 
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really [believe was lin more than 


the offspring of her affeQion, to bear 
down every other conſideration, and gave 
up her employment without any ſuſpi- 
_ cion, but merely for the pleaſure of heart. 
ing them talk of me. Artleſs as ſhe is; 
however, ſhe could not long remain in- 
ſenſible that ſome bad deſign was in agi- 
tation; and not being able to under- 
ſtand the full meaning of their expreſs 
ſions, ſhe ran to inform me of her ap- 
prehenſions crying, with an e 
. that will endear her to me for ever, 
13:68 My dear Miſs, if you would pre- 
Ae ſarve your vartue, come with me this 
moment, and hear what two wicked 
craturs in the eee are ee 
againſt it.“ 


* 


My poor, 3 ſpirits 1 0 


ouſly yielded to the alarm: I hardly 
knew what I did; though indeed on the 
matureſt deliberation, ſurfly no ſcru- 
ples could have exiſted againſt the only. 
| meaſure. to ſecure myſelf from danger. 
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Wich tottering Umbs and a W 
heart, I followed her injunctions, and 


became an ear-witneſs—Merciful Hea- 
ven, Julia! I was to have been ſold, be- 
trayed: this night his lordſhip was to 
have been admitted into my apartment. 


I tremble ſo, I can write no more. my 


bundle is ready too. 


Controul your . me, if _ 


ble. Lam not yet without an aſylum. 
3 This good creature by my fide has pro- 
l& yided me with a place to lay my head. 
i May ſhe never want the ſuccour which 
the now beſtows on me! When Iam 


out of theſe doors, [ muſt be Comparas 


9 W happy. 


. God bleſs you, my dear girl: ale : 


not to prey for your poor 


ante SELIMA WORTHY. 
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D I not 6 that all was over! J a” 
by Jupiter Ammon; and the aſſertion _ 
wanted nothing to eſtabliſh its truth. 1 


am too mad to tell you how, but I am 


flung to the devil. How how the 


plague ſhould I, when I know no more 


of the matter myſelf than the man in 
the moon, or the faggot on his back? 
All that I do know is, that the bird is 
flown; but whither, or by what means 
its cage-door was thrown open, thou 
may'ſt apply to Dr. Katterfelto and his 


black cat to ſatisfy thy curioſity on that 


B b 3 head; 
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| head ; os they are as well emed + on 


the ſubject as I am. Good Lord! how 


1 have raved and ſworn at Kitty! whom 


. . ſhrewdly ſuſpected of having blown 


up all my ſchemes, through the bab. 


bling propenſity of the ſex, and dwulged 


the whole ſecret to her female friend 
but ſhe ſwore as vehemently, that the 


never uttered a ſyllable of our deſigns 


to any one. So, in ſhort, having no 
proofs to ſupport the charge, I was 
2 obliged to give up the controverſy, tho” 


our parley might have laſted till this | 


moment, had it not been interrupted by 
the appearance of Miſs Gregg. This 
unaccountable event had kept the fa- 
5 mily waking, though the night, or ra- 
ther the morning, was far advanced. 
The girl gave an unmeaning ſtare at 
finding me at ſuch a time zete-a-tete with 
her bonne amie ; but her ideas are neĩ- 
5 ther very acute nor very permanent. 
| After the firſt ſurprize was over, her 


1 wonder ceaſedʒ and, Eager to tell the 


news, 
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neus, ſhe aivancad; dropping © one of 
ber aukward curtſies, and crying, 


„ Laws! your Lordſhip! Does os - | 


1 Lorain. know vhat a pretty trick Miſs. 


5 ſt called,“ faid 1, « © late as it ; 
"as, as I came Fo the Pantheon, to 


| inquire if Mrs. Saunders had heard any | 


thing from my friend Ned to day ; and 
ſhe has juſt informed me of the extra- 
ordinary circumſtance. Upon my ſoul, 


fully excited.“ . 
„ I am ſure,” returned Miſs Gram 
I knows no more vhat can have of-. 
fended her than the child unborn: Mrs. 
Saunders knowed wery vell, how a | 
I alvays behaved to her!“ 
Ves, to be ſure,” replied "WR 
| have often wondered how you condi 5 
mour her caprice. Offend indeed! For 


my amazement was never more Pam» 3 


my part, I always took her for a cheat 


105 Mo her ſanctity. 1 hate your over-reli= * g 
| 15 e 
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E any thing at the bottom.“ 


' . 46 Nay, Mts. Saunders, for that mat- 
ter,” a cried Miſs Gregg, « if ſhe has Wai 
heated ny body, it is herſelf. 15 lieve. * # 


* 


| dada hl? A Mole an e 4 = 
5 bers in his * thr lixpence ! f Vhat, N BS 


| * fo! ho 1 ene che abs: 
. you need not fear then but the bird 
Will return to her old neſt again, if it is 
ſo well feathered. Think truly—lt is 
yery clear that if the is no knave, ſhe is 
_ an errant fool, for having left it. But 
| ſhe was always ſo ſtupid, that to me it 
X 8 abſolutely Joop enance to be in 
her company..“ „„ 
1 could not forbear Aang a B 


N of contempt at the -envious toad; yet 


bk» N A F g os » #: ; 
\ by « A 1 4 | 
= CAR 3 A* 1 8 4 . 


the drop of conſolation, which my heart 0 
greedily imbibed, from the knowledge : 
chat here exiled ſo ſtrong an  attration 10 
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to aid my aſlduity, was a more excel. 
lent. reſtorative to my drooping ſpirits . 
than Burgundy could have been. 
.. She muſt either ake ſome | eafere to 
; Ne.“ 


her + inciguing 4 12 am 1 t 
well. 


the more ck en again eroſſes 
the horizon, and deigns once more to 
irradiate the ſphere of thine only, 
77 _ '* HAZLEFORD. 
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